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FA is called in over ‘missing’ transfer fees 


THE FOOTBALL Association 
has been asked to launrih an in- 
quiry into the transfer of the 
first two Chinese professionals 
to play in England after an in- 
vestigation by The Indepen- 
. dent uncovered a £400,000 
shortfall in the deal. 

Mark Goldberg, the chair- 
man of Crystal Palace, asked for 
FA help yesterday after the 
paper’s inquiries revealed a 
huge gap in the amount he 
agreed for the players - Fhn 
Zhiyi and Sun Jihai - an d the 


By Stove Boggan 

amount expected by the Chi- 
nese football authorities. The 
pair of Chinese players joined 
Palace after IterryV fcnahtos. 
forms* England coach, was ap- 
pointed manager in June. 

The dub agreed to pay 
£2.35m for the players in Au- 
gust However; in assies of in- 
terviews, officials of the 
Chinese Football Association 
and the players’ dubs told The 
Independent they were ex- 


pecting just - a difference 

of £400,633 at August’s ex- 
change rate. 

Mr Goldberg, who is to raise 
the matter at aboard meeting 
today, said last night: “Vfe are 
disturbs! to learn that there is 
apparently a major discrepan- 
cy between the transfer fee, 
which we agreed with officials 
of the Chinese FA in London, 
and the amount which the Chi- 
nese FA in Beqing are said to 
be expecting. As a result, we 
hawiminriipd an immediate fa- 


quiry and have asked the Eng- 
lish FA to assist u& ” 

The Independent has es- 
tablished that the difference 
cannot be accounted for by 
normal levels of agents’ fees - 
usually about 10 percent The 
Chinese authorities said that 
their European agent. Great- 
gate Overseas Development 
Ltd, known in China as Gaode, 
was to be paid 10 per cent from 
their $L5m. 

Mr Goldberg said the only 
English agent involved, Tom 


Lawrence, had been paid just 
£25,000 plus VAT for introduc- 
ing the players and helping 
with thrir work permits -a sum 
separate from the transfer fee. 
However; Mr Lawrence had 
said ea rl ie r that neither he nor 
his company. Strata Sports 
Marketing Ltd, was involved in 
apywgyln spile of repeated re- 
quests for clarification, Mr 
Lawrence has foiled to explain 
the dub’s insis tenc e of his 
involvement. 

When told of the £400,000 


gap, Mr Venables, who has no 
role m tire financial manage- 
ment of the dub, replied: “'Well 
thank goodness transfers have 
nothing to do with me anymore 
- 1 am just the coach. You win 
have to talk to the chairman 
about iL n 

Liu Shijtm. the official Chi- 
nese representative in the deal, 
whose Greatgate company is 
based in Brondesbury; north- 
west London, refused to discuss 
the transfer fees. He said that 
a confidentiality clause had 


been written into the contract. 

Peking-born Mr Uu has 
been forging links between Chi- 
nese and Western clubs since 
1994, when football in China be- 
came professional In 1996, he 
arranged a tour of China and 
Hong Kong by the England 
team during Mr Venables' 
tenure as national coach. 
Arrangements at the English 
end were made by Mr 
Lawrence's company. Mr Liu 
also knows Ted Buxton, Mr 
Venables' assistant at Crystal 


Palace, who for 14 months was 
Chinese national team coach. 

There is no suggestion that 
anyone involved in the transfer 
deal behaved improperly. The 
r hnfrman nfShanghni Kh^nhua, 

Yu Zhifei, said his dub had 
agreed a transfer fee of $800,000 
for Fan. Other sources in China 
and the UK said Dalian had 
agreed $700,000 for Sun. The 
first of four instalments has 
been paid to the Chinese FA. 

Cash riddle of China’s star 
players, page 4 


Blair turns 
the screw 
on Saddam 


A SHIFT of policy to topple Sad- 
dam Hussein has been agreed 
between President Bill Clinton 
and Tony Blair, it emerged last 
night 

Mr Blair yesterday fell into 
line with the tough message 
from Washington that the aim 
of US and British policy should 
be to remove the Iraqi leader 
from powa; a shift from the pre- 
vious emphasis on containing 
the threat from Iraq. 

‘‘We are looking with the 
Americans now at ways in 
which we can bolster the op- 
position and improve the pos- 
sibility of removing Saddam 
Hussein altogether. I entirety 
share the sentiments Presi- 
dent Clinton expressed on that 
point," the Prime Minister told 
MPs. 

The two leaders were due to 
have more talks by telephone 
last night Officials in London 
said the help for the Iraqi 
opposition would focus on pro- 
paganda, and broadcasting crit- 
icism erf President S a dda m ’s 
regime in Iraq. America has al- 
ready set up Radio Free Iraq in 
Prague to broadcast news and 
propaganda to Iraqis. 

There could also be a fresh 
blockade of oil shipments in the 
Gull following evidence that 


By. Coun Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

and Andrew Marshall 

in Washing ton 

President Saddam is earning 
precious dollars to sustain his 
position by busting sanctums 
with extra ofi sales. 

Politi cians in Washington 
and L ondon said that as long as 
President Saddam remained in 
power, the threatened use of 
chemical or biological weapons 
in the Middle East would re- 
main. But efforts to arm the 
opposition factions would rep- 
resent a highly dangerous 
strategy, they added. 

Both the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency and British se- 
curity services have previously 
given assistance to the Iraqi 
opposition in its efforts to top- 
ple Saddam, but the results 
have been half-hearted and 
have had catastrophic results. 
Right-wing Republicans in the 
US Congress want to step up 
this strategy, and pushed 

through ?97m (£58rto in support 
for the Iraqi opposition earlier 
this year, including a provision 
that could allow surplus US mil- 
itary equipment to be used. 

The London-based Iraqi Na- 
tional Congress ONO, one of 


the main Opposition gro upings, 
welcomed the British and 
American initiatives. 

“We are certain that the 
Iraqi people will take heart 
from President CEn ton’s state- 
' meat and are realty to take up 
thatresponsfoilityr saida state- 
ment 

Ahmed Chalabi, the head of 
the INC, was in Wfesbrngfepye* 
terday to gather support for his 
group’s efforts to overthrow 
President Saddam. 

“We need some resources 

and pnlitirgl sup p or t but ttiepri- 
mary responsibility for liberat- 
ing Iraq foils on the Iraqi 
people," he said. However; both 
' Britain and the US have reser- 
vations about Mr Chalabi, and 
have backed other groups as 
well as the INC at different 
times. 

Any move to overthrow 
President Saddam would cause 
widespread unease in the Mid- 
dle East and among America’s 
allies, and yesterday France 
was quick to criticise the effort. 
“It is not in the French politi- 
cal and diplomatic tradition to 
announce such plans for inter- 
ference and action,” said the 
Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrina “France insists on re- 
specting Iraqis sovereignty tei^ 





A UN aid worker arrives back in Iraq last night, after evacuation to Jordan last week amid fears of a US-led air strike 


Jamal Saidi 


rit orial integri ty and political in- 
dependence,” said a French 
foreign ministry s tatem ent. 

Mr Blair warned that if there 
were more breaches of the 
fresh undertakings by Iraq, 
force would be used without 
warning He also revealed how 
dose British forces had come 


to action before the Iraqi efimh- 
down. 

Mr Blair said on Saturday 
morning he gave the final au- 
thorisation for air strikes later 
that afternoon, but Mr Clinton 
took tiie derision to delay the 
strikes soon after lpm London 
time. According to reports in 


■Washington, several of his ad- 
visors -including the Secretaiy 
of Defense, William Cohen, and 
Madeleine Albright, the Secre- 
tary of State - wanted him to 
press on, but he overruled them. 
Aid to opposition, page 14 
Tough inspectors, page 14 
Fury in Baghdad, page 15 
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British Steel sacks 1,600 
and warns of recession 


Hague to get 
a makeover 


BRITISH STEEL warned the 
Government yesterday that the 
economy is heading for a full- 
blown recession, and said it 
would have to scrap at least 
3,000 jobs this year. 

The company, still regarded 
as a bellwether of British in- 
dustry, also warned that it may 
have to order a complete shut- 
down of its four main plants, in 
South Whies and on the North- 
east coast, over Christmas. 

The gloomy prognosis con- 
trasted with a keynote speech 
hyTogy nigh t m which 

he strongly defended his strat- 
egy and proclaimed Labour as 
“the natural party of economic 
competence”. 

In his speech to the Lord 
Mayor’s banquet at Guildhall in 
London. Mr Blair insisted that 
the Government was “not the 
slightest bit complacent" about 


by Michael Harrison 

AND ANDREW GRICE 

job losses, but added: “We are 
firm. We need hard-headed re- 
alism here, & sense Of per- 
spective about the present, and 
real determination about the 
future." 

He sought to underline his 
c ommifanefl t to sound finances, 
saying: “Nothing matters more 
to me than our ability to man- 
age the economy." 

British Steel said profits 
slumped by 25 per cent in the 
first half of this yean and a com- 
bination of the strong pound, a 
collapse in prices, faltering 
demand and a surge in cheap 
imports are likely to push the 

company into a loss for the full 

year. , . 

Sir Brian Moffat, the chair- 
man, contested toe forecast by 



toe Chancellor Gordon Brown, 
that the economy would grow 
by I to L5 per cent next year He 
said that manufacturing in- 
dustzywas already in recession 
and that toe rest of the econo- 
my was likely to follow suit 
“Wfe will be Jucky if we are 
not in a minus situation next 


yean” he said, referring to eco- 
nomic growth. 

The British Steel chairman 
is the second senior industri- 
alist to dispute the Chancellor’s 
optimistic forecasts in recent 
days. 

Last week the chief execu- 
tive of British Telecom, Sir 
Peter Bonfield, said that growth 
next year was likely to slow to 
between zero and 1 per cent 

British Steel axed 2,000 jobs 
last year and a further L400 in 
the first half of this yean But it 
has been forced to accelerate 
thejob-entting programme and 
the mcfications are that at least 
L600 jobs will go in the second 
half trf the year from the com- 
pany’s 47,000 strong workforce. 

The company also warned 
that eompulsoiy redundancies 
were now likely 

Outlook, page 21 


CONNOISSEURS OF naffhess 
wifi mourn their passing but the 
days ofWflliam Hague wearing 
a baseball cap or grooving on 
down at the Netting Hill Carni- 
val appear to be over for good. 

In an attempt to rid the Tbry 
leader of his “young fogey" 
image, a senior editor of the 
men’s fashion bible, GQ maga- 
zine, is to be appointed as his 
personal style consultant 

Jfrfin Mor gan accnriate prii- 

tor at GQ and editorof Debnefft 
Guide to Etiquette and Modern 
Manners, will advise Mr Hague 
on every aspect of his dress 
sense and piiblic conduct 

The apprintment of Mr Mor- 
gan, 39, described as a “Burling- 
ton Bertie” character for his 
immaculate appearance, is the 
latest move in the drive to im- 
prove the Tbries’ image. Advis- 
ers believe Mr Morgan will act 


by Paul waugh and 
Sarah Schaefer 

as agentle brake on style crimes 
as the Tory leader attempts to 
apppiarhnfti statesmanlike and 
in touch with today’s youth. 

News of the post came as the 
Tories’ Creative Forum think- 
tank met yesterday for the first 
time to discuss how to rebrand 
fee party. The idea of the party 
vice-chai rman and fo rmer Asda 
boss, Archie Norman, it wiD look 
at plans to swap toe tradition- 
al Tory attachment to the 
colour blue with a mixture of 
purple, turquoise and green. 

When questioned about his 
appointment, Mr Morgan re- 
mained true to his own edict cm 
loyalty and good manners. His 
office said: “He doesn’t discuss 
his clients." 

Styting Hague, page 5 
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We have some bad news for you, 
Mandy. Barry has no idea who you are 


BARRY MANILOW SINGS THE SONGS, YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS 


■THEATRE: PAUL 
TAYLOR ON PINTER. 
BETRAYAL AND ^ 
TIME TRAVEL f ^ 
■ PLUS YOUR W 
MONEY '* 


Damaged 


patients call 


for inquiry 


A HOSPITAL at the centre of a 
scandal involving a series of 
botched operations by an in- 
competent surgeon was urged 
yesterday to bold a public in- 
quiry into what went wrong. 

Angry women patients of 
Rodney Ledward, consultant 
gynaecologist at the William 
Harvey hospital in Ashford, 
Kent, demanded that hospital 
managers investigate how he 
was allowed to continue oper- 
ating unfettered for 16 years. 

More than 200 people packed 
a public meeting in Folkes to n e 

last nigh t to hear hns pitfll man - 

agers explain why Mr Led- 
ward, who was struck off the 
medical register two months 
ago, was not stopped sooner Mr 
Ledward was found guilty of se- 
rious professional misconduct 
by the General Mpdirai Coun- 
cil after he committed gross er- 
rors and carried out 
unnecessary surgery on 10 
women between 1989 and 1996. 

Ann Dowling, 58, had a hys- 
terectomy performed by Mr 
Ledward in 1985 which left her 
with a hole in her bladder; mak- 
ing her incontinent She had 
several further operations but 
was forced to leave her job as 
a stewardess on a cross- 
Channel ferry and has been 
registered disabled since 1991. 

Speaking before last night's 


By Glenda cooper 

AND JEREMY LAURANCE 


meeting, she said: Tm ex- 
tremely angry. I thought it was 

bad luck and I was the only one 

until 1 saw the reports in the 
press about him being struck 
off I was incensed I want to see 
a public Inquiry into why his 
poor performance was never 
detected” 

Since the GMC case ended 
six weeks ago, the hospital has 
been overwhelmed with calls 
from women who believe they 
may have been injured by him. 
Up to last night 184 had con- 
tacted a hotline and 98 had been 
seen as outpatients. Of those, 
doctors say 24 have “continuing 
medical problems". 

The GMC verdict was based 
on 10 cases in which operations 
were botched or should not 
have gone ahead but scores 
more women have come for- 
ward since and more than 40 
are considering legal action. 

The meeting has been or- 
ganised by the South-east Kent 
Community Health Council and 
will be attended by the South 
Kent hospitals NHS 'Dust and 
legal representatives of some of 
the women. It is expected to 
hear demands for an inquiry 
into what went wrong. 

An earlier meeting organ- 


ised by the patients’ support 
group beard rkrimn that Mr 
Ledward allegedly turned up 
for operations wearing hunting 
gear; and trace boasted he was 
toe fastest gynaecologist in the 
South-east after completing 
seven hysterectomies between 
8am and noon. 

A spokeswoman for the 
William Harvey hospital said 
that its medical director; Dr 
Nod Padley, would be attend- 
ing the meeting as would a con- 
sultant obstetrician to listen to 
the women’s complaints. 

“We are concerned firstly 
with women who do have a 
medical problem, ” said the 
spokeswoman. “They can take 
their own legal advice, or we 
have a claims depa rtment and 
ff they have a case they can set- 
tle through us.” 

Some women claim the sur- 
geon wrongly told them they 
needed urgent private treat- 
ment at St Saviour’s hospital in 
Hythe, Kent Others, including 
women in their twenties, allege 
he removed their wombs and 
ovaries unnecessarily. 

Patricia Pearnley, a solicitor 
from Thomas Snell and Pass- 
more, is giving legal advice to 
35 women. “Many are saying 
this man blighted their 
lives foirieven One woman has 
. contacted jme claiming he$ , , 



Rebels 

reject 

loyalty 

tests 


by Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 


Rodney Ledward was found guilty of serious misconduct after an inquiry into cases stretching back to 1989 


ovaries had been removed by 
Mr Ledward," she said. 

The patients' support group 
is led by Brenda Johnson, a pa- 
tient ofMrLedward’swhohas 
suffered 14 years of pain. “I suf- 
fered brutal surgery and was 
left bleeding for hours, during 
which time Mr Ledward could 
not be contacted," she said. 

“I am speaking to women 
who claim they were similarly 
treated. Its. heartbreaking to 


hear some women who are not 
able to have children.” 

Mr Ledwanfs Incompetence 
first ramp to li ght in January 
1996 after an operation on Chris- 
tine Laverty, who is aged 42 an 
dhas three children. The inves- 
tigation it began exposed a pat- 
tern of malpractice going back 
seven years. 

Ms Laverty had gone in for 
a routine hyst e r ectomy at St 
.Saviour's, nm by Bupa. .It 


almost cost her her life. Mr 
Ledward perforated her bladder 
and damaged her uterus. De- 
spite the dear evidence of the 
injuries he had caused, blood in 
the urine, he stitched her up and 
left her at die hospital. 

As Ms Laverty’s condition 
deteriorated, staff tried to con- 
tact Mr Ledward on his mobile 
phone, but could not get 
through. The patient was taken 
to the William Harvey ; where- 


John Davies, a colleague of Mr 
Ledward's, was so shocked by 
what he saw that he contacted 
the hospital's medical director. 
■ Consultant surgeon Douglas 
Irving, suspended from Stra- 
cathro hospital, Brechin, since 
July after breast and colorec- 
tal cancer patients were not 
given the right treatment, will 
only be able to resume his du- 
ties after undergoing training, 
• hospital officials said yesterday. 


Surgeon once did seven hysterectomies in four hours 


RODNEY LEDWARD was a 
flamboyant man fond of de- 
scribing himself “the fostest gy- 
naecologist in the South-east" 
after completing seven hys- 
terectomies in four hours. 

He was not a man who be- 
lieved in hiding his profession- 
al success or the material 
rewards it brought But be- 
hind it lay a tale of appalling pro- 


BYK3MSENGUPTA 


Sessional neglect which left 
hundreds of women damaged 
in what has become one of the 
worst medical scandals in re- 
cent times. 

Tb the outside world, the 
58-year-old consultant surgeon 
presented an image of expertise 
and reassurance. He had 33 


yparq* ex p eri e nce and had hnilt 

up an international reputation 
in his field. 

It got him an income of more 
than £260,000 a year; £200,000 
of which came from his private 
practice at St Saviour’s in 
Hythe, Kent The rest came 
from an NHS job at the William 
Harvey Hospital in nearby Ash- 
ford There were also lucrative 


lecture tours in the Middle- 
East, and the editorship of a 
Saudi Arabian medical jour- 
nal 

Rodney Spencer Ledward 
was bom in Stone, Stafford- 
shire. After qualifying from 
London and Liverpool where 
he earned a reputation for 
ambition and hanl work, his 
career surged ever upwards, as 


he became a visiting professor 
atRatgersmefficalsdxjdinfoe 
the US, he obtained a lecturing 
post at the Royal London, 
and he produced a series of pa- 
pers on gynaecology and ob- 
stetrics. 

Mr Ledward, who joined the 
William Harvey in toe early 
1980s, liked to think of himself 
as one of the opinion formers 


in his field, according to col- 
leagues. 

He has a home near Hythe. 
believed to be worth more than 
£400,000, and another at Tower 
Bridge in London. He married 
Lady Jane AnnabeOe Howard 
in 1983 and they have a 13- 
year-old son, Bertie. The fam- 
ily liked to take part in country 
pursuits. 


The gynaecologist was dis- 
missed without compensation 
but he is still entitled to an NHS 
pension, which is believed to be 
around half his salary Although 
he has not worked in this coun- 
try since his dismissal from the 
hospital post, he is thought to 
have applied for worked in 
Kuwait and Dubai and sought 
lecturing assignments abroad. 


TONY BLUR will be warned 
today the “control freakery" dis- 
played by the Labour's leader- 
ship is* counter-productive 
because it is damaging the 
party’s standing with the voters. 

Left-wing members of 
Labour’s ruling National Ex- 
ecutive Committee iNEC' in- 
tend to tackle Mr Blair over the 
series of rows about the selec- 
tion of party candidates for 
London mayor and the Scottish 
and Welsh assemblies. 

A new controversy over the 
determination of the leadership 
to impose its will on the party 
broke out over a plan, disclosed 
in The Independent yesterday, 
to force sitting MPs to appear 
before a selection panel before 
they- can stand again. Critics 
protested that it would become 
a “loyalty test". 

Despite fears among some 
ministers that Mr Blair is light- 
ing internal battles on too many 
fronts, the Prime Minister will 
make an uncompromising de- 
fence of his strategy* at today's 
NEC meeting. 

He is so keen to answer the 

allegations that he is a “control 
freak", he also plans to make an 
unscheduled address to Labour 
MPs on the issue, 

Mr Blair will make -no apol- 
ogy" for showing strong lead- 
ership. One ally said last night: 
“He does not want to impose 
anything from on higlt but he 
does want structures which 
ensure a disciplined an&effec- 
tive party." 

But Mr Blair's authority will 
be challenged by the four left- 
wingers who were elected to 
the NEC in September against 
his wishes. They attend their 
first meeting of the executive 
today, which takes place amid 
allegations that party officials 
want to “gag" them by impos- 
ing a code on how NEC mem- 
bers handle toe media. 

Mark Seddon. one of the 
left-wingers, said last night 
that he would not be bound by 
the code. 
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CGU Direct that's who. Choose to pay 
your home insurance premium in easy 
instalments and you won't pay any 
interest*. That means peace of mind 
without pressure on your pocket 


CGU Direct 


0800 121 004 

Please quote reh indep 


Open 7 days • week, wwwngu-dhwimuk Cato 
may be monitored or recorded tor your protect i on. 
■Full written details, on request. 


Mortgage Payment Protection 

0800 121 008 

Motor Insurance 

0800 121 OOO 


Building! and Content! 

0800 121 004 

Travel Insurance 

0300 121 007 


BRITAIN TODAY 



FORECAST 


G ene ral dtwilon It wH be another cold day. Northern Ireland. Wales and the 
West Country wQI Iwe rain, dew and snow, edging sfcrnty eastwards during die 
day A cowering or snow Is Ukely over the hills and moors, accompanied by a Fresh 
to strong south-east wind. Meanwhile, the rest of England wHI probably stay dry 
ftne and frosty, apart from scattered wintry showers m south-east England later. 
Scotland wHI be bright and dry but there will be a sev er e frost early and late. 


LaadeB, SE A Cmc 5 Eagfaad: The day will begin ftne and froety but there will 
be a risk of a wintry shower d e v e lo pi ng from the late afternoon onwards. A mod- 


be a risk of a wintry shower d e v e l o ping from the law afternoon onwards. A mod- 
erate south-east breefee deve l op in g. Maximum te mp erature 4-7C (39-45FJ. 

E Anglia. E MktoodS, Cent N, E A MB England; Rne. crisp and cold with frost 
early and iate. A light variable wind. Maximum temperature 3-6C (37-43F). 

SH England, 1 Bairs. Qiannel Ik Rain, sieet and snow wlU edge slowly east- 
wards throughout the day. Snow will fie inland and over the hills. A fresh to 


1 LIGHTING UP 

Belfast 

4.19pm 

to 7.59am 

Birmingham 

4.12pm re 7.34am 

Bristol 

4.19pm to 7.33am 

Glasgow 

4.07pm to 7.59am 


4.09pm to 7.23am 

Manchester 

4.09pm to 7.40am 

NawnTTla 

4.00pm to 7.44am 

HIGH TIDES 


AM HT 

PM HT 

Awonmouth 

6.00 12.4 

6.16 123 

Cork 

4.14 43 

434 43 

Dnvonport 

439 53 

4.40 S.4 

Dover 

9.53 6.4 

10.15 63 

Pan Laogliake 10.31 3J 

10.44 33 

Fafmouth 

4.00 5.1 

4.11 53 

Greenock 

11.42 3.4 

11.38 3.3 

Harwich 

1038 3.8 

11.02 33 

Holyhmcl 

9.15 S3 

937 53 

KuB (Abort Dkl S.04 8.1 

539 83 

Hags Lyon 

5.06 &2 

534 63 

Lafth 

134 S3 

T.39 53 

Liverpool 

10.05 8.9 

1031 8.9 

MOford ttaven 

439 6.4 

5.15 63 

Wiwqinj 

353 6.5 

4.08 6.6 

nxtbod 

534 13 

534 1.9 

PBttsmootn 

10.11 4.5 

1037 4.4 

PvrtbeB 

6.57 4.5 

7.12 43 

Scarboroogb 

2.48 5.5 

3.12 53 

WKk 

10.14 33 

1037 3.3 

| Height measured in meow 


AIR 

QUALITY 

Today’s readings 


**Oj 

SO, 

London 

Moderate Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

scales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


SUN a MOON 


wards throughout the day Snow will lie inland and over the hilt 
strong south-east wind Maximum temperature 4-7C (37-45F). 


SH Scotland, Lake Dta, Isle of Man, W Midlands, Nil England: Fine and 
frosty to begin the day. A risk of patchy sleet and snow edging In from the west 
later. A freshening south-east breeze. Maximum t e mperature 2-5C (36-41 F). 


NM * SE Scotland, W Isles, Glasgow: Cold, line and frosty In most areas. A 
light re moderate south-east wind. Maximum temperature MC (34-39F). 

HE S co tl a n d, Aberdeen, N Met The risk of some patchy cloud, otherwise it 
win be flue, cold and frosty There win be a light to moderate onshore breeze. 
Maximum temperature 3-5C (37-4 IF). 

N Ireland: Rato will be preceded by sleet or snow. The west until become drier 
and mBder later. A strong south-east wind. Maximum temperature 4-7C (39-45F). 


Son rises: 07.22 
Sun sets: 1 6.09 
■eon rises: 05. 09 
Mom sets: 1 5.54 
NOW DOOK 
November T9 


|( YESTERDAY 

EXTREMES 

Nbimast: Jersey 8C (46FJ 

Coldest (day]: Artemore 3C (37F) 

Mbiic Hentsby 031 ins 

Sunniest: Gosport 83 hrs ! 

For 24hrs to 2pm Mond^ 

Sun Rato Max 

hrs in *C T 

Aberdeen 

5.1 

0.35 

5 

41 

Anglesey 

4.6 

0.06 

9 

48 

Aidemore 

3.1 

0.08 

4 

39 

Belfast 

7.0 

0.01 

7 

45 

Birmingham 

33 

0 

E 

46 

Bournemootn 

8.0 

0.01 

10 

50 

Bristol 

4.0 

0 

11 

52 

Buxton 

03 

0.02 

4 

39 

Cardiff 

6.0 

0 

J1 

52 

Clacton 

2.1 

O.02 

S 

46 

Cromer 

0.3 

Oil 

9 

48 

IdUvayk 

5.0 

0.01 

7 

45 

£xmoutft 

83 

0.01 

10 

50 

Hsfagnard 

53 

0.03 

9 

48 

Folkestone 

4.0 

0.0> 

8 

46 

Glasgow 

7.1 

0.01 

7 

45 

Hastings 

5.6 

0 

9 

48 

Hove 

3.1 

0 

9 

48 

bfe-of-man 

n fa 




tsle-or-vdgttt 

63 

0.01 

9 

48 

Jersey 

6.1 

0.25 

11 

52 

Keodal 

b.5 

- 

7 

45 

Leeds 

1.8 

0.01 

7 

45 

Lerwich 

5.1 

0.04 

4 

39 

1 Utdehampton 2.8 

0 

9 

48 

London 

0.6 

0.01 

8 

46 

Lowestoft 

1.7 

033 

8 

46 

Manchester 

1 .0 

0.01 

B 

46 

Margate 

0 

0.04 

8 

46 

RfoJlHriUllW 

5.0 

0 

8 

46 

Newcastle 

2.4 

0.26 

6 

43 

Newquay 

3.4 

0 

11 

52 

Norwld, 

1.3 

0.13 

9 

48 

Oxford 

5 7 

0.01 

9 

48 

Bow-on- wye 

4.3 

0.01 

10 

50 

Salcomb* 

n fa 




Scarborough 

0 

0.42 

6 

43 

52u ensbory 

53 

0.01 

8 

46 

Sooxhend 

3.0 

0.02 

8 

46 











Stornoway 

4.7 

0.04 

6 

43 

Swanage 

a.o 

0 

10 

50 

Tfcnby 

8.3 

0.17 

11 

52 

Tonjuav 

8.5 

0.06 

12 

54 

Weston-s-nuraG.O 

0 

12 

54 

1 Wei mo utli 

7.9 

0 

10 

50 

24 houra Bo Gpm (GMT) Sunday: 

IntenntlnB by RA WaftuCatre 


THE WORLD 



THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 



THE WORLD 

ivdriirie. f.fjii; r&fos h.hut lu.huy 

1-k^uxfcuorro oirtMvV, mm ti 


WEATHERLINE 


For the Latest forecasts dal M»1 5009 
followed by the tra> dlglo for your ra 
Source The MeL Office. CaBs charged at 
50p per irin fine VAT) 


Come Rain 
OR SHINE... 


OUTLOOK 


Wednesday will stay mostly cold, fine and frosty although the south-west will start 
doudy. Wintry showers will affect astern coasts of England. On Thursday a bond 
of rain, sleet and snow wlU edge Into the west, but the east will stay fine and cold. 
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TRAVEL 


London: A41 FMdey Rd. From 9w(S9 
Cottage to Fortune Green. Major hoiIq at 

Findw Rd Gyr^oiy. Unts 31 ei December. 

BariteMn: M4 between £19 (Maidenhead) 


and J7 (Sough). New read layout «dh a 
SOrreto speed antdutog flood metwortc Urdl 
3C«h November. 

Kent: M20 BMw JB AaMord (Wad) end 
■BUajdatma n ee tft aei w boi h i w j a vdftcon- 
nfloie Itoo lanes nE sal be a«driB aadi 
aow at ol tfenae. Urtl 21st Nouente. 
Cambridgeshire At between AlcontMy 
and Haddoa CcnsmrOon. tone dosums 
and contraflow. LMB 31st December. 


Budkfcighemehlw : MW bet-een jiaicfana la 
(M25) & 3 {Wycontse East). Three narrow 
iwm betiwiys and a 60 mph speed fimrt in 
lore©. Uitt let Janueiy 199a 
Bristol: M5 J18-1B Major Roadworks on 
Awmmouth Bridge. Urtfl 1st Jawvy 3001. 
NtaMo A47 hgidwidc RtxrxbbOUL Kings 
LymlAlO), Roadworia between ihapuaouer 
roundabout and Ihe Hardnkk RoundebouL 
IMi 13h December 1993. 

AA Hoad wattle Call 0338 401777 for 
the latest local and rational trank news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. 

Cans charged at 50p per min (Inc VAT). 


. • . ‘ - ‘v^'ra oj 

.. ... . - 04 . ." ••• 


MOTORISTS unable to get into 
their cars after the central 
locking systems seized up are 
blaming the weather Drivers 
who park along an 80m stretch 
of Tarmac in Chipping Cam- 
den, Gloucestershire, can only 
open the doors when the cars 
are lifted on to a trade and 
towed away from the mysteri- 
ous black spot Police are baf- 
fled ^ Wintry wwflw; electricity 
pylons and radio interference 
have all been blamed. 
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Animal testing banned - but for the 
victims the change is only cosmetic 


By John Davison 


REJOICING THROUGHOUT the 

animal rights world over the 
government ban on testing cos- 
metic ingredients yesterday 
was tempered by the knowl- 
edge that this will only affect a 

tiny percentage of all animal 
testing and could simply move 
the problem abroad. 

Crudty -conscious shoppers 
, looking for a new tube of fbun- 
f dation cream today can be no 
- more certain that their chosen 
product has been developed 
without the use of animals than 
they were before the ban came 
into effect campaigners say. 

“The fact remains that this 
is not going to stop the vast ma- 
jority of products on the shelves 
being animal-tested,” said Mike 
R a ke r, chief executive of the 
British Union for the Abolition 
of Vivisection (BUAV). 

Home Office statistics for 
show that of the 2.64 million 
“procedures” carried out in 
Britain on animals last year 
which resulted in the deaths of 
the most involved, only t 2 S 6 re- 
lated to testing cosmetics or 
their ingredients. Testing in 
the areas of genetic engmeer- 
ing and defence research, 
,f meanwhile, are growing dra- 
matically. 

The immediate problem for 
the campaigners is that British- 
based cosmetics fompnni^g al- 
ready buy most of the 
ingredients for their products 
abroad, where the ban does not 
apply. Those carrying out their 
own testing in the UK can now 
have the work done in apy num- 
ber of European laboratories. 

It is estimated that more 
than 30,000 experiments to test 
cosmetic products were carried 
out last year in European Union 
countries, of which about 27,000 
took place in France alone. 

In addition France, together 
f with the United States and 
. j Japan, are the bases for the 
\ , largest companies, such as 
UOreal, Procter & Gamble and 
Shiseido, which make most of 
the cosmetics on sale in this 
country These are the countries 
where most testing takes place. 

The British ban came into ef- • 
feet with the announcement 
yesterday that the companies 


The 2.57m animals experimented on last year 



still holding licences to test an- 
imals for cosmetic purposes 
had voluntarily agreed to give 
them up. The Home Office will 
nnt he issuing any ficances. 

Despite drawbacks, cam- 
paigners conceded that the 
move constitutes a major ad- 
vance for their cause. “This is 
the first time that a whole class 
of testing has been stopped by 
government action because it 
is seen to.be not worth the suf- 
feriog involved,” Mr Baker said. 

' Andrew- T^ls^director of. 
Animal Aid, agreed: “It is a very 
useful and important marker. 


Afteryears of the industry say- 
ing that these tests are neces- 
sary it is now admitting tbatyou 
don’t need to do them.” 

Both said the argument 
would now also be moved 
abroad, and that campaigning 
would continue until a world- 
wide ban was achieved. 

The next stage is to lobby the 
EU to strengthen regulations 
due to be introduced at the end 
of tins month-Af present, these 
will only ban animal-testing on 
•dimshed produc£s,.as was fee 
casern Britain before yesterday 
But hopes are that the Gov- 


ernment will now be pushing 
for a tougher ban on ingredients 
as well 

“This would be extremely 
significant, because while it 
would be relatively easy for 
companies to move their testing 
to Europe, it would be far more 
expensive to take it all to the US 
or Japan," Mr Baker said. 

If onfy from an economic mo- 
tive this would encourage the 
development of alternative 
tests, and once these had been 
established as- valid for cos- 
metics they could then be 
adopted in other areas which 


currently rely on animal tests. 

Ultimately, campaigners are 
agreed that the real power to ef- 
fect change will come from 
consumers. To that end fee 
first internationally recognised 
“cruelty-free" cosmetics sym- 
bols are being launched today 
batted by sympathetic stars, in- 
cluding Helen Mirren, and 
called The Humane Cosmetics 
Standard. The idea is feat this 
will be stamped on products 
found to-be free from animal 
testing at any stage after scruti- 
ny by independent inspectors. 


however; are less vulnerable to 
outraged consumers. Govern- 
ment figures show more than 
one-third of all animal tests 
currently being carried out in 
Britain are related to pharma- 
ceutical and medical research 
and development Almost an- 
other third was accounted for by 
“fundamental research”, often 
carried out at universities and 
designed to increase under- 
standing of animal biology. 

While figures continue to 
show a -downward trend - the 
1997 total was 3 per cent down 
on the previous year- the area 


of genetic testing has shown a 
large increase as this technol- 
ogy has grown in importance. 
Experiments involving “genet- 
ically manipulated animals", 
for instance, numbered 352,732 
-arise of 64 per cent since 1995. 

“This is the new animal 
abuse for the 2lst century. It 
seems feat we are finding in- 
creasingly advanced ways to 
cause suffering" Mr Baker said. 

Figures for animal experi- 
mentation by the Ministry of 
Defence, are separate from 
those published by the Home 
Office and predictably shroud- 


ed in secrecy. Public outcry 
has followed the revelation of 
the widespread use of animals 
for testing ammunition, 
weapons systems and medical 
procedures. This includes 
shooting and blasting pigs, be- 
cause of the similarity of their 
flesh to that of humans. 

Statistics obtained by Animal 
Aid for the Porton Down re- 
search establishment show 
1 L221 animals were used in ex- 
periments in 1996, more than 
double the number used in 1992. 

Leading article. 

Review, page 3 


Morton to tell ‘Monica’s 
, Story’ in six-figure deal 


ANDREW MORTON, who wrote 
the biography of the late 
Diana, Princess of Whies, has 
found another subject - Mon- 
ica Lewinsky. 

Mr Morton has signed up 
wife British publisher Michael 
O’Mara to write Monica’s 
Story and tell her side of the 
events that threatened to top- 
ple President Bill Clinton. The 
deal, along with fee rights to 
television interviews, will com- 
fortably rnaltp Miss Lewinsky 
a millionaire and earn Mr 
Morton a six-figure sum. 

4 The book will be based on 
exclusive and unrestricted 
' ■ access to Miss Lewinsky and 
her dose family and is expect- 
ed to detail her affair. 

The publishing deal was the 
product of a “strong personal 
chemistry" between Miss 
Lewinsky and Mr Morton, Mr 
OTWara said. “We put the two 
of them together in a New 
York hotel room last week, and 
she said ‘yes’ immediately." 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

said Mr O’Mara, the chairman 
of London-based Michael 
O'Mara books. “It wasn’t the 
money; she could have got 
much higher prices else- 
where. She likes the idea of an 
author who is used to writing 
sympathetic books about 
women who have relation- 
ships with powerful men. 

“Until now Monica has been 

in a forced silence for legal rea- 
sons. But she is keen to give her 
version of the events." 

Mr Morton, who lives in 
London, has already conduct- 
ed some preliminary inter- 
views wife Miss Lewinsky for 
fee book. 

There are, of course, super- 
ficial similarities between fee 
stories of Princess Diana and 
Miss Lewinsky- Both women 
found feme through romances 
with eminent men. But that is 
about as far as it goes. The 



Morton: ‘Strong personal 
chemistry* with Lewinsky 

fairy-tale princess from St 
James Palace and the Jewish 
American “princess” from Los 
Angeles were very different 
people, and unlike Princess 
Diana, Moss Lewinsky’s story 
is unlikely to tear the heart- 
strings of fee world. 

Miss Lewinsky’s image has 


been ubiquitous for the past 
year around the world, making 
her beret and sweep of black 
hair a favourite costume for 
fancy-dress parties, but she is 
hardly the world icon that was 
Princess Diana. 

Yet both turned to Mr Mor- 
ton because they believed he 
would put their side of fee 
story at a time when plenty of 
enemies had other tales to tefl. 

Miss Lewinsky's is also 
negotiating a high-paying deal 
for an exclusive television 
interview. Channel 4 has bid for 
an interview, although fee 
New York Post said yesterday 
Miss Lewinsky has agreed to 
a US TV interview to coincide 
with the book’s launch. 

T-anding the television and 
book deals quickly is regarded 
as vital for her to cash in 
before the official report by 
White House special investi- j 
gator Kenneth Starr is pub- ! 
fished, possibly leaving her 
nothing new to reveaL 


POLICE INTERVIEW TAPES 
SDLD TO PERVERTS. 

IS THE MET SD HARD UP? 


Trumpton fire brigade reunion 


by Jane robins 

Media Correspondent 

TRUMPTON’S Pugh, Pugh, 
Barnes McGrew, Cuthbert, 
Dibble and Grubb are to star in 
a new BBC promotion, con- 
ceived as the successor to last 
year’s highly-acclaimed “Per- 
fect Day" record. 

The promotion will be 

launched this Fri day during the 

corporation's Chfldren-in-Need 
charity appeal, and is billed as 
“the biggest reunion in television 
history", bringing together 
decades of characters from chil- 
dren's programmes. Instead of 
being built around a single song, 
its core is the interaction of char- 
acters from different shows, 
from Andy Pondy and Post- 
man Potto Noddy. 

Ina historical television mo- 

ment, fee TTumpton firemen ap- 
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Scott Chisholm teams up with Noddy for the BBC film 

near on the same set wife Dou- five-year okl Scott Chisholm, 
eal and Ermintrude from fee the star afa butter commcraaL 
MW^Rowidaboftfandsever- Entitled “Future Genera- 
altahabitantsofTheHerbGar- tians", thepromotfon was made 
den - a feat made possible by fee editorial team responsi- 

ferou^i extensiv e reanimation. hte for ‘Tbrfect Day", which was 
The video is anchored by based on fee Lou Reed song, 


and induded contributions from 
Stars such as Elton John, 
Tammy Vfynette and David 
Bowie. “Perfect Day" had re- 
quired skilled handling of a 
number of delicate egos but, 
said the BBC, there were 
“fewer sensitivities” involved in 
bringing together fee Wood- 
en tops, Pingu and Zebedee. 

However; some childhood 
favourites missed out on a 
place in the film, with Ivor the 
Engine and Noggin the Nog 
both faffing to win enough ap- 
proval Controversially, fee 
dangers were also excluded. 

The promotion has been 
tested on focus groups of all 
ages. Strangely, young people 
claimed to be wen-acquainted 
wife Andy BUndy and BUI and 
Ben, even though they were not 
old enough to have seen them 
on television. 
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From left: Fan Zhiyi, the Chinese national captain, Terry Venables, and Sun JxhaL The 
players are now appearing in the First Division and attracting TV audiences in China 


Cash riddle 


of China’s 


star players 


“YOU CANNOT uncover the 
transfer fee,” said Liu Shqun, 
“because both sides signed a 
confidentiality clause. The fee 
is asecet” 

Mr Liu was referring to the 
first transfer deal between 
English and Chinese clubs, 
the initial trickle of Chinese 
talent that he hopes will be- 
come a flood. 

As managing director of 
London-based Greatgate Over- 
seas Development - known in 
China as Gaode - the European 
representative of the Chinese 
FbotbaH Association, Mrliu ne- 
gotiated fee arrival oflfen Zhijyi, 
the Chinese national captain, 
and Sun Jihai at Crystal Palace 
in August 

Thanks to him, the players, 
chosen by Terry Venables, the 
Crystal Palace manager; are 
now appearing in the First Di- 
vision and attracting television 
audiences in China of more 
than 100 million viewers. 

Sales of Crystal Palace shirts 
in China are booming - club of- 
ficials recently joined Tony 
Blau* in P eking firing his ef- 
forts to boost sales of British 
goods in China - and the 


By Steve Boggan 


promise of huge television 
rights next year looms large. 
But in all the celebrations 
unanswered questions hang 
over the deal. 

The Independent has un- 
covered a £400,000 gap between 
the amount the English club 
has agreed to pay and the fees 
the Chin ese authorities are ex- 
pecting to receive. 

When news of the Chinese 
arrivals broke in August, Kb* 
Venables told journalists: “I 
brought them here because 
they are good players and I am 
trying to get the best 1 can." 

Crystal Palace and Mr Ven- 
ables, who has no involvement 
in the finanrial manage ment of 
the dub, said the players were 
costing “around half a million 
pounds each.” 

That was the figure most re- 
ported by the media at the 
time. 

But this month the dub sec- 
retary, Mike Hurst, told The In- 
dependent that the fees finally 
agreed amounted to Z135m~- 
£700,000 for Ffcn, from Shanghai 
Shenhua, and £650,000 for Sun, 


from Dalian Wanda. However; 
the Chinese teams are to re- 
ceive much less: infect, at Au- 
gust’s exchange rate, £400,633 
less. 

Mr Liu’s offices in Bron- 
desbury Park, north-west 
London, are adorned with 
posters representing his tri- 
umphs at promoting Anglo - 
Chinese ties. 

On one wall is a colourful 
picture of the England goal- 
keeper David Seaman, cov- 
ered in bright Chinese 
characters and representing 
the England tour of China in 
1996, while Mr Venables was 
the national coach. 

On another wall is a picture 
of the Chinese national side, 
taken during a tour of England 
in 1997; on another side of the 
room is a picture of Premier- 
ship champions Arsenal tah«i 
during their tour of China in 
1995. 

Fdringbam Mr Liu, 44, a law 
graduate from King’s College, 
London, arranged them alL 
, . Hehas beep forging jmtebe: 
'tween the Chinese FA and 
Vfestem dubs since 1994, when 
football in China became pro- 
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Tony and Cherie Blair receiving jerseys from the Shanghai Shenhna team daring their visit to China earlier this year 


festionaL The Chinese Football 
Association wants more and 
more of its players to play in 
the West in the hope that ex- 
posure to higher standards of 
football with improve the na- 
tional side. 

It was against back- 
ground that Mr Liu helped to 
organise an England tour of 
China in 1996, when Terry En- 
ables was the national team 
coach. 

He said that Mr Venables 
“did much to promote Chinese 
football" with the tour; which 
was arranged through Tom 
Lawrence, an English agent 

He said that he also- dealt . 
with MrLawrence during the. 
transfer of the Chinese players, 
and knows Ted Buxton, a Ven- 
ables aide at Crystal Mace, 


wbo worked as coach to the Chi- 
nese national team in 1996 and 
1997. 

It is normal in international 
transfers for agents’ fees to be 
taken into account In most 
deals, each tide will have an 
agent usually pakl about 10 per 
cent 

In this deal, however; that 
cannot explain the apparent 
gap between the fees to be 
paid and received. 

Mark Goldberg, the chair- 
man of Crystal Palace- who cSd 
not know of the discrepancy 
until it was (fisdosed to him by 
The Independent - said Mr 
Lawrence was paid £25400 pins 
JttTjbr the intiptipetion toMr. 
Liu and for helping the players 
to gain work permits. 

Curiousfc MrLawrence said 


that he had not been involved 
in the deal at all and took no 
fees. He has not responded to 
repeated requests to explain 
this apparent contradiction. 

So what of the Chinese end 
of the deal? 

Yu Zhifei, the Shanghai 
Shenhua chairman, said that 
any sums paid to Mr Liu should 
come from the $L5m (£930,000) 
the Chinese dubs are expect- 
ing to receive fin four instal- 
ments ova: the next year), and 
not from the English dub. 

“According to international 
practice [Gaode's fee] comes 
from the $800,000 [for Fan],” he 
said. “As practfoe, since it is my 

.agent j&msnty get mousy 

from me." 

He also said his dub would 
have liked more money for 


Fan, but he agreed to the deal 
for two reasons: “One is that 
Fan is quite keen on going; an- 
other is out of consideration 
that this is the first time China's 
players go out 

“The historical step is very 
important and wQl influence the 
exchange between the two 
countries and the sports in- 
dustry. Referring to the price, 
we are not satisfied with it, for 
sure." 

Ma Kqjian. Professional De- 
partment Director at the Chi- 
nese Football Association, 
confirmed the figures and 
added that aqy commissions to ' 
Gaode/Greatgate - usually at 
. the rate oilffper cent-should- 
be paid from the Chinese end. 

Which still leaves the 
£400,000 apparently unac- 


counted for. Mr Goldberg, the 
flamboyant chairman of Crys- 
tal Palace, the dub he bought 
for £23m earlier this year, wish- 
es to maintain a good rela- 
tionship with the Chinese 
Football Association but he 
said yesterday that he also 
wants to get to the bottom of 
the Chinese deal. 

It now seems that that rela- 
tionship could be strained. The 
second of four instalments is al- 
most due to be paid to the Chi- 
nese, but directors at the club 
may decide to put it on hold 
panting their inquiry. 

Vincent Murphy a director of 
seven years, said: “This has 
come as a complete shock. My 
colleagues and I will be calling 
for an explanation - with total 
transparency" 
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The PEP that beat 98%’ 


Latest DVD PC with colour 


of the competition. 


printer and free 



Don’t miss this outstanding opportunity 
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The Scottish Widows European PEP is a star performer 
in any language. It offers superb potential to toafte your 


Pay nothing for a whole 
year. Offer extended J 
by popular demand. I 


money grow. 


• Outperformed over 98% of all 539 unit trust PEPs over the last 5 

• Invests in a Trust which has been ‘AAA’ rated in 6 out of the las^ 
7 years’*. 

• Investors would have enjoyed average returns of 18.9%* pa- 
had the Trust been available as a PEP since la unch 

• 1 % discount on new lump sum investments and 

transfers before 3lst December 1998. If i 


If you're looking for outstanding growth potential, go 
for a genuine star performer. Call now for foil detaijU 
on how to apply or transfer your existing PEP. . ljj 


Don’t Delay! 

For a priority application form call now on 


What a package! The superb 
graphics quality and outstanding 
storage capacity of DVD. 

A brilliant Epson printer. Genuine 
top quality Microsoft software worth 
£830. Plus a free colour scanner. 
And you don’t need to pay a penny 
for 12 months (see details below). 
How do we do it? Simple. 

By malting and selling direct, we 
give you the latest technology at 
unbeatable prices. See this great 
value PC, and other systems from 
just £599, at your nearest Tiny 
showroom. But make it quick. 

An offer like this 

_ can't last long. 
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Tories call for tax boost to marriage 


WILLIAM HAGUE launched a 
'/ ew Conservative Party cru- 
-%ade for the family last nigh t 
with a call for the Government 
to use the tax system to en- 
courage marriage. 

In a key polity U-turn, the 
Tory leader admitted that the 
former prime minister John 
Major was wrong to cut the 
mamed couple's tax allowance, 
but claimed that Labour bad 
worsened the situation by ig- 
noring taxation altogether 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

Speaking to the Conservative 
Christian fellowship, Mr Hague 
also softened his party's tradi- 
tional castigation of single 
mothers, yet insisted that “fam- 
ilies need fathers” and that two 
parents were better than one. 

He said that lane parents 
should be “respected" for their 
hard work in bringing up their 
children and that broken fam- 


ilies were a fact of life for both 
the church and politicians. In a 
coded reference to the party's 
new tolerance of homosexual- 
ity he also stated that those who 
led lives “very different from a 
traditional family pattern” 
should be free to do so. 

Thx policy to aid and pro- 
mote the family would now 
form a big part of the Tories’ 
manifes to for th ? ***** gpn wal 
election, he revealed. 

To combat the Govern- 


ment’s stance on taxation, Mr 
Hague announced that his 
deputy leader. Peter LQley, 
would head a new party task 
force on the family to tailor 
every area of policy to encour- 
age marriage. 

He claim ed that the Chan- 
cellor; Gordon Brown, planned 
to abolish the married couple's 
tax allowance altogether and, as 
a result, end years of recogni- 
tion of marriage within foe fis- 
cal system. Such a move would 


be “utterly wrong" as the state 
should not remain “neutral” 
about marriage and should in- 
stead promote it, he said. 

Mr Hague said that it was 
b affling that foe ministerial 
committee on famil y policy of 
Jack Straw, foe Home Secre- 
tary was expressly forbidden to 
consider how the tax system 
might be used. 

Izi his most explicit com- 
ments to date on family policy, 
Mr Hague said that one erf the 


consolations of opposition was 
that the Tbries were now “free 
to think” about such issues. 

“Looking back, I believe that 
we were right to introduce in- 
dependent taxation for men 
and women, but that we made 
a mistake in not coupling this 
with a system of transferable 
tax allowances between hus- 
bands and wives. With hind- 
sight, too. we were wrong to 
make such significant cuts to 
the married couple's tax al- 


lowance without putting any- 
thing else in its place." 

In a significant shift from his 

party’s opposition to single 
mothers and gay couples, Mr 
said that he would not 
condemn anyone who chose an 
alternative lifestyle, “hi a free 
society that is their choice, 
and tolerance is one of foe 
hallmarks of a mature and de- 
cent society” he said. 

However; it was incontro- 
vertible that two parents were 


better than one and that chil- 
dren were hurt by divorce. 
“Families need both fathers 
and mothers... Government 
figures show how divorce and 
single parenthood have added 
to welfare dependency," he 
said. 

‘‘It is not for any politician to 
berate or condemn. The Con- 
servative Party- is not against 
single parents; it is strongly and 

unreservedly foe the institution 

of marriage." 


Political makeover: What do you do for a man with ‘the dress sense of Ann Widdecombe’? A fashion editor writes 

How do you make 
Hague stylish? 


New look 
for Old 


BELIEVE IT or not, W illiam 

Hague is a young man. He is a 
man in his middle youth. Jig- 
saw’s new label, Bailey was de- 
signed by the 40-year-old Chris 
Bailey for men erf his age group. 
If Bailey bad the opportunity to 
dress Mr Hague, who, be says, 
is “not a bad-looking guy”, he 
would transform him with the 
preppie look. 

“Td dress him in a button- 
down white poplin shirt, not but- 
toned to foe top, worn over a 
I white T-shirt with a black cash- 
- mere tanktop so that when he 
took off his jacket he would still 
look interesting. The cashmere 
would say something about foe 
quality of the man.” To give him 
a sharp and serious edge, he 
would put him in a pinstripe 
single-breasted suit mid finish 
it off with apairof Prada’s lat- 
est moulded shoes. 

But Mr Hague’s fashion 
sense is as conservative as his 
politics. He has been more in- 
terested in his career than foe 
label in his suit since he was a 
Ifoung Conservative in the sar- 
torially challenged 1970s. 

He could use his uerdish 
image to his advantage. Look at 
-c Chris Evans: he has turned his 
-f pink complexion and ginger 
hair into a selling-point By 
merely ad ding thick-rimmed 
specs he made himself an icon. 


By tamsin Blanchard 
Fashion Editor 

Mr Hague could try foe same 
tactic. He should start with his 
hain keeping it a bft longer and 
dishevelled would give him a 
human, approachable look. 

He needs to open his qyes- 
maybe tint his eyelashes while 
he’s at it; it’s all foe rage - and 
look at bis peers in the worlds 
of music, fashion and enter- 
tainment Politics is no longer 
just about beliefs and polities; 
these days it’s all about image. 
Politicians have to market 
themselves as a desirable com- 
modity. They have to be able to 
appear on television chat shows 
as well as go on walkabouts and 
attend serious meetings. They 
have to sparkle and shinp 
It is nothing to be ashamed 
of Models and music people 
regularly have makeovers. 
KjytLe Mm ngue has had more 

hnagp rhangps than hit, sin gles. 

And whenever Linda Evange- 
list felt her career was waning 
she simply changed the colour 

of her hair and the rnilKn n- 

doDar contracts would come pac- 
ing in. The political makeover 
is more difficult to get right 
Michael Portillo cannot escape 
his iron-man image, no matter 
how much he tries to soften his 
r aaaredged mfe «nd flatten his 


hair Rut Mr Hague could fatim 
a leaf out of Tony Blair’s book. 
It would appear that to get on 
in Mr Blair’s woridaD you need 
is a celebrity hairdresser and a 
hip tailor from New Savile Bow 

An Ozwald Boateng or Tim- 
othy Everest bespoke suit 
would guarantee votes. Sadty 
Mr Hague is strictly in the Ann 
Widdecombe school of dressing. 
She simply just doesn’t care 
what she looks Ska ibid until 
now; nor has he. 

Even Barbara Fbflett, re- 
sponsible for the New Labour 
New Image crusade, has got it 
wrong m the past Her “lipstick 
is power” slogan will not do 
much for Mr Hague’s look. 
Then again, if he were to adopt 
glittery glam-rock eyeshadow 
and eye-liner A la Mfehaftl 
Stipes of REM, he might win 
some respect from the pint vote 
as well as some credibility wilh 
those crucial under-25s. 

Then again, maybe not Ed 
Needham, editor of KHM, says 
Mr Hague has gone beyond the 
point of no return. “He should 
save his money... ifsgoingto 

tab> mor e than q mnlrpfw g ffi> 

needs a personality change. I 
think he’s doomed. He’s so 
deeply oldfoggy he’s just be- 
yond fashion.” So he’d never 
make the cover of FHM? “Not 
unless he had a sex change.” 





Baroness Thatcher was 
transformed from a 
housewife to the Iron 
Lady with small, but 
crucial, makeovers. Out 
went bows and ruffled 
collars and in came suits, 
a new blonde hairdo and 
capped teeth. She 
lowered her voice an 
octave and mastered the 
art of the soundbite. 



Nell Klnnock spawned 
the term "Follecting" after 
he engaged image 
consultant, and now 
Labour MP. Barbara Follecc 
to give him and his 
shadow cabinet a 
makeover For the 1 992 
general election. His hair 
was given a crop and he 
was coached on a 
punchier despatch box 
style of delivery for TV. 


Mr Hague chilling out at Nutting Hill Carnival, and in a pose that the image-makers may have to work on 



Burlington Bertie, master of modern manners 


John Morgan: Discretion 


ONE OF London's most dapper 
and affable style journafiks, 
John Morgan is io many ways 
the perfect choice far William 
Hague as a politician’s per- 
sonal consultant 

The 39-year-old has worked 
at Condi Nastis GQ magazine 
since its launch nearty 10 years 
ago and is acknowledged as one 
of B ritain’ s l gaffing commen- 
tators on mafe fashion, social 
behaviour and lifestyle. 

A frequent broadcaster on 


by Paul Waugh 

correct form and dress, his ed- 
itorship of Debretfs Nieto Guide 
to Etiquette and Modern Man- 
ners has also established him 
as an authority on matters of 
taste: “Morgan’s Modem Man- 
ners”, his weekly column in 21ie 
Times, gives advice to readers 
worried about whether a man 
should help a woman with her 
chair at dinner or how many 
kisses to give a stranger 


With an apartment in the AI- 
baity the esetasrre block off Pic- 
cadilly in central London that 
provides apfedd^erre for Alan 
CSarkMP and many other aris- 
tocrats, be oertaintylrvesthe life 
of gentle sophistication about 
whL± he regularly writes. 

Mr Morgan, who is always 
immaculately dressed in a Sav- 
He Row suit and silk tie, is 
seal by friends as a “Burling- 
ton Bertie” figure from a by- 
gone age, cashing cheques in 


Claridges and living the life of 

a foppish En glish gnntlsman 

Yet his as a friend to 

minor royals and the landed 
gentry belies a finely attuned 
business sense and he is be- 
lieved to make substantial 
sums from advising leading 
companies and their directors 
on personal manners and 
style. 

Nicholas Coleridge, who 
heads Condd Nast’s British 
empire, is known to see Mr 


Morgan as much as an am- 
bassador for the company as a 
contributing editor 

One colleague at the pub- 
lisher’s Vogue House head- 
quarters described him as a 
master of small talk and a con- 
summate networfcer. 

“Tb see him work a room is 

to see a real professional at 
work. He frequently tells his 
clients to turn themselves into 
a ‘brand’ and market them- 
selves aggressively. That’s ex- 


actly what he has done him- 
self," she said. 

“By charming foe right peo- 
ple at the right time, he has suc- 
cessfully turned himself into 
Britain's leading expert on 
male style and etiquette. 

“He’s certainty very much in 
demand hy business and it is no 
surprise to see him linked to the 
Tories. The main thing about 
John is his sense of discretion. 
He wouldn't tell a soul about 
Hague's inner secrets." 




Ibnf Blair has 

effortlessly adapted 
image advice to please all 
of the people ail of the 
time. He is equally 
convincing wearing earthy 
suits for meeting the 
people to power dressing 
for the world stage. He 
now has a conversational 
style to Include listeners 
and adopted a stammer 
to simulate spontaneity. 
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Three Star Service Cover 
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Three Star Service Cover- one of life’s bare essentials 


Can you be sure you'll have a warm, 
cosy home during the winter 
months? You can with Three Star 
Service Cover from British Gas. 

Ail yea: round brealedown protection 
gives you guaranteed* peace of mind 
- so much so, you’ll wonder how you 
ever lived without It 

• Three Star Service Cover starts 
from tinder £11 a month 

• We normaBy provide same-day 
breakdown repair service 

• 24-hour, 365-day priority 

breakdown helpline 
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• Expert engineers equipped 
with the latest fault-finding 
technology 

• No extra charge for pals or 
labou; subject to terms and 
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• Annual diagnostic service and 
safety check which could help 
prevent problems and reduce 
your gas bills 

Call us today on 

0345 754 754 
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Struggling 
farmers get 
f 120m in aid 




THE GOVERNMENT threw a 
£i28mfifelpe to Britain’ s farm- 
ers, yesterday; with a pledge to 
protect rural communities from 
the worst recession in agricul- 
ture since the Second World 


A Welsh hfll former with his sheep who should he helped by the compensation package announced by the Government 


Brian Harris 


Nick Brown, the Secretary of 
Sate for Agriculture, said that 
the emergency aid package 
would offer extra compensation 
to fivestock farmers hit by the 
beefban and poor weather this 
summer 

In a tong-arolted statement 
to toe House of Commons, Mr 
Brown announced that £4&3m 
in extra co m pen sation would be 
given to beef farmers hit fay fhe 
collapse In trade fallowing the 
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By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

BSE crisis. A further £60m 
would be spent on increasing 
compensation to hard-pressed 
hill farmers, w^i3e the Calf Pro- 
cessing Aid Scheme, which 
helps farmers kill their calves 
to prevent a glut on the beef 
market, win be extended at a 
cost of over flOm. 

More than a third of the 
package will be ftmded by the 
Europear Union, with the rest 
co ming from Treasury re- 
serves. 

Mr Brown told MPs that all 
farming sectors, but particu- 
larly the livestock sector; had 
been hit fay the collapse in Eu- 
ropean, Russian and Asian 
marteta to recog n itio n of these 
“extremely difficult circum- 
stances”, Chancellor Gordon 
Brown and Treasury Chief 
Secretary Stephen Byers had 
take the exceptional decision 
to allow access to the reserve. 
The package, which comes on 
top of £i50m worth of assistance 
already announced by the Gov- 
ernment, follows months of 
protests fay farmers. 

Mr Brown said that his next 
task was to persuade the EU to 
fift the export ban on British 
beet He would spend the rest 
of this week talking to his coun- 
terparts across Europe to 
prepare for a decision fay the 
CouncQ of Ministers at a meet- 
ing on the topic next week. 


lhe Tories' Agriculture 
spokesman, Tim "fto, wd- . 
corned the announcement, 
claiming it was in line with his 
party’s demandaforawtot an ce. 

But the die measures were, 
“necessary palliatives* and i 
treated the symptoms rather ' 
than the causes of the prob- 
lems. he said “The reason thi* 
second farm rescue package fa 
a year is needed, is because of 
the downturn in farm incomes, 
like the downturn in the whole 
economy, was made in Down- 
ing Street,” he added. 

Mr’lfeo churned that ftrxn in- 
comes had dropped fay £2hn»d 
that the new package would be 
worth less than EWOO to each 
of the 60,000 UK farms in less 
favoured areas. 

The National Farmers’ 
Union gave the package a- - 
warm welcome and praised 
Mr Brown for gaining Govern- 
ment assistance at a time of 
tight budgets. Ben Gill the 
NFU president, said the money 
would provide a “much 
needed injection" . But he 
added: “This package Itself 
cannot cure all the Ills of 
formers, particularly for in- 
stance, in the pig sector We 
need continued Government 
and Bank of England action to 
put downward pressure on in- 
terest rates and sterling, 
particularly against EU cur- 
rencies." 

Leading article, 
Review pages 


Dismembered 
man identified 


THE MURDERED man whose 
leg and intestines w ere foun d 
in shop pi ng bags inaTfa kslifr e 
forest last week was yesterday 
identified as Nissar Ahmed, a 
father of six, but pofice still have 
no dues about (he motives be- 
hind his gruesome death. 

Family members, who speak 
little English, identified Mr 
Ahmed by a bum mark on the 
discarded leg, which was 
packed into two carrier bags 
and thrown into a farted: from 
a remote bade lane near Briest- 
field, a village near Dewsbury, 
West Yorkshire. Hie rest of his 
body has not been found. 

Mr Ahmed, 34, who owned a 
curry house in Hoimfirth, West 
Yo rkshir e, was last seen on 
Thursday night when he 
dropped off two friends he had 


BY ESTHER LEACH 



Pofice said yesterday that a na- 
tionwide hunt was underway, 
but they remained mystified 
about the possible motives far 
the murder and disembow- 
elling. “It is truly horrific. To 

think a human being could do 
such a thing tn anothpr hitman 


Detectire Superintendent Gra- 
ham Sufaeria&& who fa leading 
the inquiry. 

The leg was found in Aid and 
Netto carrier bags on Friday 
morning by a policewoman 
walking her dog. 

* Hie events in the lead-up to 
the killing were quite normal. 
After closing the Sultan, his 
restaurant, on Thursday night, 


Mr Ahmed: Motive for his .... 
horrific murder unknown 

Mr Ahmed picked up two • . 
friends from the takeaway they : 
owned in nearby Skelman- 
thorpe. He dropped them at ; 
their homes in toe Manning- ^ . 
hflir) area of Bradford, min* ^ 
utes fron West Bowling where 
he lived, between 12.30 and r- 
lam. Some time after that, he. •„£ 
was killed. ^ 

He was not reported missing 
until several hours after toe ' 

shopping bags were found, be- 1 

cause hsfamify thought he had f 

been staying with friends. I 

Villagers in Briestfiekl are 1 

understandably shocked. “It’s » 
a sleepy village and realty no < 
one knows we are here,” said 
Beryl Lodge, 53, who manages 
the local pub. “This has had 
quite an effect on us all. No one '■ 
knows if there may be more 
body parts scattered around." * 


In brief 


Noye to fight extradition 

p3<NETH NOYE, the man wanted in Britain for question- 
ing over toe fatal stabbing of a man on the M25 told a 
court in Madrid that he would fighting efforts to extradite 
him from Spain. Mr Noye, 51, said he did not want to re- 
turn because he would not receive a fair trial over the 
1996 stabbing of Stephen Cameron, 2i, at Swanley Kent, 

Men Jailed for mid-air brawl 

A DRUNKEN man who head-butted a fellow air passenger 
was yeste rday jailed for a yean Anthony Psafla, 61, of 
Worcesteshire, drank whisky because he was petrified of 

nying, Warwick Crown Court heard. Hi s son Roy; 27, was 

a^ojafied for a year for his part in the fracas on board 

the night from Bir m i n g h am to Malta on 7 April. 

18 years for ‘tunnel’ drug smuggler 

smu S6l er - who arrested 
S^n t S^f?‘=?E 5 'P™ ed 100 tall for London's 




inllttn^ whea - 

Waterworks for Pooh Bridge 

COT^CILLOrs in an East Sussex village arelooking at - 
stream , mder Pooh Bridge. The rivulet fa 

Winnie ^ P^awi friends 
played “Pooh Sticks* has been reduced to a trickle. 
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Girl wins record 
£3.9m damages 


A TEENAGER has won a record 

£3£m settlement in the TTigh 
Court after routine surgery to 
remove a birthmark left her se- 
verely brain damaged. 

Helen Edwards was just five 
when she underwent cosmetic 
surgery at the private Hope 
Nursing Home in Cam- 
bridgeshire to remove a straw- 
berry birthmark on her 
forehead. But she suffered 
complications from the anaes- 
thetic, which led to cardiac ar- 
-Jtest and permanent brain 


Now 17, she was left blind 
and unable to crawl feed or 
talk. But after years of help 
from her parents, Roger and 
Brenda, and volunteers from 
their village of Elmsett, near 
Hadleigh in Suffolk, she can see 
again and has recovered some 
movement 

Daniel Brennan QC, repre- 
senting the family told Mr Jus- 
tice McKinnon that the £3.9m 
settlement was “an enormous 
amount of money - the largest 
amount awarded against any in- 
dividual doctor so far”. 

The previews highest award, 
£8381 ,199 was made last month 
to Sam Mansell who had been 
severely disabled during a Cae- 
-Asarean section in 1987. 

* Mr Brennan said Helen’s 
circumstances were “truly 
tragic". She was a normal five- 
year-old who went to her local 
hospital to have a small birth- 
mart: removed in what should 
have been a minor operation. 


By Gary Finn 

Mr Bre nnan told the judge 
that Helen's parents were 
never prepared to accept that 
her future “was very bleak in- 
deed”. He said they engaged 
volunteers and professional 
help in a training programme 
that lasted five years. 

“The result was that she be- 
came aware and responsive 
and happier than at aqy tim e in 
the past" 

Although doctors said there 
was no hope, her sight gradu- 
ally returned and she was able 
to mutter the words “mum” and 
“more” by the age of 10. 

The consultant anaesthetist, 
Dr Thomas Ogg, admitted lia- 
bility in 1994, but it has taken 
years for the family to be 
awarded the amount of money 
needed to provide Helen's care 
regime. 

Mir Edwards said after the 
hearing; “This legal battle has 
taken a quarter of our lives, so 
we are very HmwfefiiT that, it is 
over at last” 

He said they had been en- 
couraged by experts that 
“Helen deserves a quality of Be, 
not just nursing or institution- 
al care”. 

Mr Edwards said £3.9m “will 
seem like a lot of money to most 
people, but Helen must pay 
oti^ to farilitate her evoy ac- 
tivity 24 hours a day". ! 

He added: “Every penny of ; 
the award is needed to provide j 
the quality of life which Helen | 




the Big payouts 

LITIGATION SOAKS up enough money to build at least tour 
new hospitals every year and last year the NHS paid 
£2 35m in court settlements. 

Helen Edwards' £3.9m settlement is now the highest. The 
previous highest was £3,281.199 made to Sam Mansell 
last month. He suffers from cerebral palsy after being 
starved of oxygen during delivery in 1987 and requires- 
round-th e-dock attention. Other major awards have 
included: 

■ Lesley Wildsmith suffered cerebral palsy at birth in 

7974 because doctors failed to realise her mother was 
carrying twins. She is expected to be awarded up to £2m 
next year after the health authority admitted negligence. 
■Surviving twin Warren Dyer was awarded £1.85m this 
June after being starved of oxygen at birth. His brother 
was stillborn during the delivery in ,1 982. 

■ Christopher Firmin.42, was awarded £2 .^Sjtuagaipst 
the Ministry of Defence in July after befog starvedof 
oxygen at the British Military Hospital in Hanover in 

1 986. He has cerebral palsy and needs 24-hour care. 

■ Peter Pearse won £2,325.000 damages after the 
unnecessary use of forceps during his birth. Despite 
being confined to a wheelchair and needing constant care, 
he gained a degree in psychology at Nottingham 
University in 1 993. 

■ Student Catherine Roberts won a £100,000 out-of- 
court settlement after doctors allowed her to go without 
food for more than two months because they believed 
she was going to die after suffering a brain haemorrhage. 


Prison agrees 
to consider 
plight of baby 


THE PRISON Service is to re- 
consider the plight of an inmate 

refused a {dace in a mother and 

, baby uni t and, in a move with 
(P for-reaching implications for 

women in jail plans to review 

its policies and procedures in 
such cases. 

In a climbdown at the Court 
of Appeal in London yesterday, 
the Prison Service agreed to re- 
assess the woman’s application 
and to give primary consider- 
ation to her baby's interests. 

The24-year-oM inmate, who 
cannot be named for legal rea- 
sons, had faced separation from 
her two- week-old daughter She 
was denied a place in the moth- 
er and baby unit at Holloway 
prison, north London, because 
of her “unpredictable” and al- 
ii legedly violent behaviour 

w in what became a test case 

on the rights of mothers to 
keep their children in prison, 
she challenged that decision 
through the courts, saying it 
was unfair and unlawful. Her 

lawyers have argued that the vi- 

m m. - ij— te in CrhPTPiK! 


by Kathy Marks 

be differently constituted, with 
a chairman from Outside Hol- 


two other prisons with special 
focOities - Styal in Cheshire and 
New Hall in West Yorkshire. 

If she is not given a place at 
one of the unite, her baby will 
be taken into care. But Mr 
Adams said that if she was re- 


mCULiUUWwuw— — 

alleged to have been involved 
were disputed, and that the 
or iginal admissions board did 
not call relevant witnesses. 

__ . i OCT 
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appeal against a refasal by the 
Hi gh Court to grant her judicial 
review, lawyers for the Prism 
Service offered to set up a new 
admiss ions board to reconsider 
her application this week. 

Nicholas Adams, the 
woman's soKritoi; visited her in 
hospital after the hearing and 
said later that she was “ex- 

tremety pleased" about the de- 
velopment The new board will 


lawyers would return to coin! 

yesterday after Lard Justice 
Brooke, sitting with Lord Jus- 
tices Evans and Ward, voiced 
concern about the procedures 
followed in such cases, Kenneth 
Parker QC, counsel for the 
Prison Service, said that a re- 
view of the system was “in 
hand” as a result of the case. 

The three judges made dear 
that, “primary consid er a ti on” 
should always be given to a 
child's welfare, although it had 
to be balanced against the need 
for “good order and discipline” 
in the special units. 

A shake-up aimed at heading 
off farther challenges is Iikety to 

result in more women who give 
birth in prison being allowed to 
keep their children. However; 

there are only 68 places in unite 

in England and Whies. 

Frances Crook, director of 
the Howard League for Penal 
Reform, welcomed the out- 


come afyesternaysneaniJ& di- 
does not set a legal precedent, 

but it sets a practical prece- 
dent. . The message must go to 

the courts: dotft send pregnant 
women to prison because the 
prisons won’t be able to cope," 

she said. 




Helen before the ‘routine* 
operation PA 

deserves. As her parents, we 
wiD continue to work hard to en- 
sure the xnonqy lasts to provide 

as happy and fulfilling a Kfe for 

her as possible. 

“The settlement is welcome 


for the security it brings to 
Helen’s future, but the fact is 
that we would rather have our 
daughter back as she was, 
rather than all the money in the 
world.” 

T he fanny 's soli cito r, Sandra 
Patton, said the settlement was 
so large because Helen’s dis- 
abilities were permanent and so 
severe. The judge approved a 
payment from the settlement of 
050,000 to the parents, who had 
sacrificed their careers to de- 
vote their time to their daugh- 
ter Mr Edwards gave iqj his job 
as a BT research technician 
and his wife her accountancy 

career 

Stephen Miller QC, repre- 
senting Dr Ogg, said: “I would 
not UYe it thought that this 
award will become a bench- 
mark for damages of this type. 
This is a unique case and that 
is why the dam a ges are so 
great’ 
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Helen Edwards, now 17, who was awarded a record £34hn settlement 
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Peers take issue with a most un-suitable tradition 


IN THE House of Lords they were 
debating the issue of Derry’s 
trousers, after Eari Ferrers (no wig, 
and broad pinstripe suit) had urged 
his colleagues not to assent to the 
Lord Chancellor’s shocking sug- 
gestion that he should be allowed 
to come to work; in a suit 
Allowing Lord Irvine to join the 
rest of the peers in the 20th centu- 
ry, or the late 19th if he is to take 
fiashion notes from some of the older 
members, would be a “retrograde 
step", he warned. The temporal 
logic of this wasn’t entirety dear at 
first; had the amendment before the 
House been suggesting that the 
Lord Chancellor turn up in slashed 


doublet and silver filigree codpiece, 
then you could perhaps under- 
stand the phraseology. 

But what Earl Ferrers realty 
meant was that his dress was ad- 
mirably retrograde as it was, and 
any attempt at forward motion 
should be iznpeded. The Lord Chan- 
cellor wasn’t just another func- 
tionary. he argued, he was a 
constitutional mascot and his prop- 
er place was propped in the middle 
of the Upper Chamber’s dashboard. 

This is a perfectly respectaUe ar- 
gument if you have a fondness for 
tradition (and for some reason that 
escapes me, many of the hereditary 
peers are slavish in their devotion to 


the principle). Whatfs more it can be 
neatty turned against Lord Irvine 
himsett If the Lord Chancellor was 
“so punctilious" about the historical 
authenticity ofhis own apartments, 
Earl Ferrers pointed out, surety he 
should be equally respectful of sar- 
torial traditions in the House of 
Lords? I left the debate as Lord 
Lester was trying to establish 
whether the Lord ChaneeDor’skiiee- 
britches ar^wigrepresenteda“fBg- 
nifiecT or an "effident” element of 
the constitution, an allusion to Wal- 
ter Bagehofs famous distinction 
between the bits that dazzle and the 
bits that actually do something. 

In the Commons, the Prime Min- 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

ister was makinga statement alxnrt 
Iraq and I cooldtftbelp but carry the 
question over from one chamber to 
the other Are such occasions “dig- 


nified 77 or “efficient"? They cer- 
tainly have their own solemnity 
when the matter in question is the 
1 ast-minute averting of military ac- 
tion. But they are also important for 
the House's notionaf its awn dignity 
- the increasingly doubt-nibbled 
idea that it plays a supreme role in 
the government of the nation. 

MPs like to have the Prime Min- 
ister come tothe despatch box to teB 
them whafs been going on, even if 
his presence there is largely cere- 
monial, because it bolsters their 
sense of themselves as an invigi- 
lating body. And, once he’s actually 
decided to turn up, Mr Blair is good 
at ministering to thdr vanities. But 


formal courtesies had a larger pur 
pose; Mr Blair wantedto sendames- 
sage about British unanimity of 
purpose, and be got his way. 

There were some wistful ques- 
tions from Tory members, pro- 
voted by American hints that they 
wished to “bolster the opposition" 
in Iraq, a phrase that dearly con- 
jures fantasies at snipers drawing 
Saddam moustaches on water- 
melons in-preparation fir a bit of fir- 
ing practice. But the only real 
opposition Mr Blair faced came 
tom behind him, from where Tony 
Benn invited him to admit that there 
was no possibility of getting the UN 


to agr ee to the use offeree. Mr Blair 

took this in bis stride, but it seemed 

to rattle Gerald Kaufinan, who rose 

a few minutes later to stutter out a 

denunciation of those who had vis- 
ited Iraq to “get their skins tanned 

and their noses brown”. 

I dorft think this salty was aimed 
at Mr Benn, who is impeccably pal- 
lid, but at George Galloway, a man 
with the burnished histre of a tete- 
vision travel Journalist and very lit- 
tie time for the threat of force. I dont 
know whether he’s recently visited 
Baghdad, but if not, he has been 
dning intensive research work; in 
preparation for the Solarium and 
Sunbed Operators Regulation B2L 


Lib-Lab deal 

‘will not go 
any further’ 


THE HOUSE 


PADDY ASHDOWN promised 
the Liberal Democrats last 
night he would not edge the 
party any doser to Labour be- 
fore the next general election. 

In an attempt to reassure his 
critics, Mr Ashdcrwn said he saw 
his decision to extend the remit 
of the cabinet committee that 
includes senior Lib Dems as 
“the last step" ofhis strategy of 
“constructive opposition" be- 
fore the next election. 

Mr Ashdown's pledge came 
in a briefing note to MPs and 
party activists ahead of a tricky 
meeting of its federal executive 
last night He also ruled out a 
Lib-Lab coalition before the 
election as “inconceivable”. 

His “thus far no further" 
statement contrasted with 
Tony Blair's comment that 
there were “no limits" to co- 
operation after the two leaders 
extended the cabinet commit- 
tee's work from constitutional 
reform to other policy issues. 

But Mr Ashdown's internal 
problems were compounded 
yesterday when Jack Cunning- 
ham, the Cabinet's “enforcer", 
cast doubt on his daim that Mr 
Blair would hold a referendum 


LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 

BY ANDREW GRICE 
Political Editor 

on proportional representation 
before the next election. “I am 
not sure why he sounds more 
confident on that,” Dr Cun- 
ningham told BBC Radio. “That 
has not been decided" 

Cabinet sources said that 
while Mr Blair had not ruled 
out an early referendum, he 
would call one onty if he be- 
lieved he could persuade the 
public to back electoral re- 
form. The betting in the Cabi- 
net is that it will not take place 
before the election. 

Writing in today's Indepen- 
dent Mr Ashdown insists that 
voting reform has now been 
gjven a “fighting chance" by the 
Prime Minister. Defending fur- 
ther co-operation with Labour; 
he says the Lib Dems now 
have a great opportunity to 
give the case for reform mo- 
mentum “by practising the kind 
of politics we preach". 

Mr Ashdown insists he has 
not signed up to supporting 
“vast swathes of social policy". 
Instead, his party would try to 


negotiate limited, formal and 
tightly controlled areas in 
which it could work with the 
Government 

He told last night’s meeting 
of the lib Dem executive: “Ms 
is not about pulling our punch- 
es. We will oppose vigorously 
where we disagree with the 
Government” 

But Mr Ashdown faced crit- 
icism over his failure to consult 

his party before announcing the 

new Lib-Lab deal last week. 

Ruth Berry, a member of the 
executive, said “This may be a 
step too far. There will be alot 
of people who are very upset 
and very angry, particularly 
about the way it happened.” 

Although itwas right to stay 
in the catenet committee, she 
added: “lam concerned about 
widening into other areas such 
as health, education and welfare, 
where we have very different 
polices from the Labour Party" 
Keith Kerr; another member 
of the executive, said: “I am ter- 
ribly concerned for the long 
term future of this party and 
where it is leading to.” 

Paddy Ashdown, 
Review page 4 
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Alastair Campbell’s 
salary hits £91,000 




ALASTAIR CAMPBELL, the 
Prime Minister’s press secre- 
tary, is to receive a 2 per cent 
rise to £91,014 a year as part of 
the annual uprating of pay for 
spin doctors across Whitehall. 

Jonathan Powell, the Prime 
Minister’s chief of staff will get 
the same amount from 1 De- 
cember. 

Keith Hellawell, the former 
chief constable who became 
“dr ugs tsar”, is the highest- 
paid Whitehall adviser; and will 
earn £106,057 a year 

Mr Campbell joked about his 
pay rise. 

“I don't know how much I get 
paid. I hand it over to Fiona 
(Millar, his partner)." 

The Cabinet Office sought to 
play down the size of the 
awards to other spin doctors in 
ministerial offices, insisting 
that they were in line with the 
2J5 per cent inflation target, 
which the Chancellor has urged 
the public-sector pay review 
bodies to meet in the winter 
awards. 

But restructuring of the pay 


SPIN DOCTORS’ MY 

by Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

scales for the spin doctors 
shows that ministerial special 
advisers earning £24^49 a year 
will see their pay rise by 6.7 per 
cent and 3.5 per cent for those 
earning more than £73,484 a 
year ■ 

That raised the prospects of 
inflation-busting pay rises for 
doctors and nurses from next 
ApriL 

The Theasury is anticipating 
that the nurses will be award- 
ed more than 5 per cent extra 
in the new year which will be 
paid in fr ill , without staging, and 
officials expect the doctors to 
get a similar rise. 

“They can’t give the nurses 
and doctors less than the spin- 
doctors,” said one senior White- 
hall source. 

Mr Campbell, a former 
tabloid journalist and Mr Pow- 
ell, a former diplomat received 
pay rises of 2 per cent in April 
“in line with other senior civil 


Chris Ratten, the former governor of Hong Kong, beforeaddresang business leaders at a conference on the future 
for the Asian Pacific countries beki at Centre Point in central London yesterday MarkChUvers 


servants". Jack Cunningham, 
the Minister for the Cabinet Of- 
fice, said. 

Their salaries are above the 
standard salary structure for j 
special advisers, ministers’ as- 
sistants who are appointed 
from outside the traditional 
Civil Service and are allowed to 
be politically partial In dis- 
pensing their advice. 

A new salary structure has 
been brought in for these 
Whitehall bag-carriers - who 
can expect to lose their jobs 
when their ministers do - giv- 
ing them three salary bands 
ranging from £26.000 to £76.056. 

The average pay for the 70 
special advisers in Whitehall is 
£45,378, Mr Cunningham 
added. This compared with an 
average of £46,421 under the 
previous government, but the 
average has been lowered be- 
cause the number of special ad- 
visers has increased. 

The total pay bill for special 
advisers is expected to be £S.6m 
during the 1998-99 financial 
year; Mr Cunningham said. 


PR goes back 

JACK STRAW, the Home 
Secretary moved yesterday 
to overturn the 
Government’s third defeat 
by peers over “the dosed- 
list" system of proportional 
representation to be 
introduced under the 
European Parliamentary 
Elections BDL In a 
“constitutional ping-pong”, 
the Bill will go back to the 
Lords today. 

Reform lashed 

THE GOVERNMENT’S 
welfare reform programme 
was branded a 
“directionless shambles" 
by Tories yesterday after 
Alastair Darting, Social 
Security Secretary, said 
during question time that 
the Working Families Tax 
Credit was costing 
taxpayers £1.5bn more 
each year 
Today’s Business 
Commons: 

2^ Opm 

■ Questions on 
Environment, the Regions 
and Transport 

■ Debate on Modernisation 
of Commons Select 
Committee report on 
scrutiny of European 
business 

■ Debate on appointment 
of new Parliamentary 
Commissioner for 
Standards 

QUESTIONS 

AND 

Answers 

Bridge toll rises 

TOLL CHARGES for cars 
using the Severn Bridges 
are to rise from £4 to £-L20 
from l January next year, 
Glenda Jackson, the 
Transport minis ter; said. 

‘Green 9 report 

ENVIRONMENTAL costs 
and benefits are to be 
included in cabinet papers 
and ministers responrible 
for “green" initiatives will 
have to report regularly 
and produce an annual 
report detailing progress 
made, John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Munster; 
announced. 

Jet-ski curbs 

THERE WILL be tougher 
laws to control jet-skis, 
including more power for 
local authorities to create 
exclusive bathing zones, 
Glenda Jackson promised 
in a written reply. 
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Irvine to swap his ceremonial 
robes for ‘comfortable’ attire 
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THE LORD Chancellor; Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, succeeded yes- 
terday in his wish to abandon 
his 17th-century ceremonial 
costume of tights, breeches, 
budded shoes and wig in favour 
of more comfortable clothes. 

In a modest move towards 
tiie modernisation of the Lords, 
peers decided by 145 to 115 in a 
free vote to allow him to wear 
plain black trousers and shoes 
except on ceremonial occasions. 

Lord Irvine said that he 
faced 13 or 14 hours at a time 
wearing the traditional cos- 
tume dining the second reading 
and report stages of Bills. “The 
wig weighs an absolute ton. It 
is very uncomfortable," bested. 

However, speaking during a 
lively debate, Earl Ferrers, for- 
mer Conservative deputy 


TRAPmOH 

BY Sarah Schaefer 

Political Reporter 


leader of the Lords, dismissed 
it as “another examp le of the 
Government salami-slicing 
away at tradition” and a “ret- 
rograde step”. 

“The office of Lord Chan- 
cellor is one of the highest in the 
land, and the ceremonial which 
goes with that office and the 
uniform that attaches to that of- 
fice is very important In my 
view any attempt to dress down 
is wrong, nor do I think it is in- 
cumbent on whoever happens 
to be toe holder at any time of 
this prestigious office to say, T 
don't realty like this uniform'.” 

He said one could imagine 
Guardsmen suggesting they 


do away with their “silty old 
bearskins” because they were 
out of date. Uniforms were a 
“symbol of what has gone be- 
fore and on which the present 
is built”, he added. 

Referring to toe controver- 
sial £60,000 refurbishment of 
Lord Irvine’s official apart- 
ments at Westminster; Lord 
Ferrers said: “It would seen cu- 
rious. for one who is so punc- 
tilious that his apartment 
correctly reflects history that 
the same critical analysis 
should not apply to toe Lord 
Chancellor’s dress as welL” 

Defending toe Lord Chan- 
cellor’s request Lord Strabol- 
gi, a Labour peer; said times 
had moved on and reminded 
peers that Lords used to wear 
frock coats and top hats at 


the beginning of the century. 

Lord Lester of Heme Hill, a 
liberal Democrat peen said 
toe Lord Chancellor's dress 
made a “mockery" of the sig- 
nificance of his office. “As a bar- 
rister of 35 years' s tanding, i 
wish that the Lord Chancellor 
will liberate me and my col- 
leagues from toe outmoded, 
uncomfortable, unhygienic and 
unhealt hy wigs we presently 
have to wear;" he added. 

Peers also approved for the 
Lord Chancellor to be able to 
speak from the Government 

front bench in his role as a min- 
ister without his wig and gown 
as he already does on commit- 
tee stages of government B ills 
He will continue to sit on the 
Woolsack for question time or 

the formal stages of Bills 
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Hyde Park bomb 
conviction ‘flawed’ 
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Reform lashej 


by Jason Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 

A MAN jailed for the IRA Hyde 
Park bombing in which four sol- 
diers died in 1982 was wrongly 
convicted on misleading fin- 
gerprint evidence, the Court of 
Appeal was told yesterday. 

Counsel for Danny Mc- 
Namee, 38, argued that a con- 
victed IRA terrorist was the 
likely source of many of the 
-prints found on bomb-making 
-equipment They said that Mo- 
Namee had served li years of 
a 25-year sentence for a crime 
he did not commit 

He was jailed in 1987 for con- 
spiracy to cause explosio ns. 
which included the car bomb 
that killed four soldiers and 
seven horses of the Household 
Cavalry and seriously injured 17 

civ ilians 

Mirhflpi Mansfiel d y . coim- 
sel for McNamee, said that a 
false picture had been pre- 
sented of his client at his trial 
as a “master bomb-maker”. 

Earlier this month, Mc- 
Namee became the first person 
convicted of a terrorist offence 
in England to be freed early 
under the Good Friday Agree- 
ment when he was released 
-^from the Maze Prison in North- 
•em Ireland His case was the 
first to be referred to the Court 
of Apeal by the newfy formed 
Criminal Cases Review Com- 
mission. set up to examine po- 
tential miscarriages of justice. 

Mr Mansfield told the court 







Hyde Park carnage after the 1982 bomb Ley Charlie 


yesterday that fresh evidence 
concerning a convicted bomb 
maker, Desmond Ellis, was 
now available, which substan- 
tially undermined foe prose- 
cution case against McNamee 
and supported his defence. 

He said that Ellis was the 
source of a “significant pro- 
portion” of the fingerprints 
found on devices with “explo- 
sive n gnificanty tn the case 
a gains t foe appellant”. 

McNamee’s conviction 
turned on the discovery of his 
fingerprints on tape found in 
two IRA arms dumps and on a 
battery that survived foe ex- 
plosion in Hyde Park. 

But Mr Mansfield argued 
that his client’s work at an 
electronics factory where he 
would have been handling tape 


and repairing radios that con- 
tained similar batteries offers 
an innocent and more likely ex- 
planation for how his prints 
came to be found. 

During the appeal expert ev- 
idence will also be used to 
argue the fingerprint recov- 
ered from the battery cannot be 
shown to be that of McNamee. 

Counsel said it was also the 
prosecution's case that Mc- 
Namee had manufactured the 
Hyde Park bomb. This sub- 
mission was based on the sim- 
ilarity between foe “art work” 
on the recovered fragments of 
foe circuit board from the re- 
ceiver used in the Hyde Hark 
bomb and that on part of the re- 
ceiver recovered from an IRA 
arms dump. 

But Mr Mansfield revealed 


that circuit boards with identi- 
cal “artwork” ha d bee n found 
in the possession rfEIfis in I98L 

Mr Mansfield said foe non- 
disclosure of the EiHs infe r- 
matron to foe defence was a 
“serious irregularity”. 

McNamee, 38, listened in- 
tently in the packed London 
courtroom yesterday as Mr 
Mansfield launched an attempt 
to dear his name at foe start of 
a hearing expected to last about 
two weeks. 

Earlier Mr Mansfield ar- 
gued that the prosecution at the 
trial of McNamee painted a 
false picture of him as the 

“mas te r ho wh - nwltw 1 ’ 

“We say it was known to be 
a false picture by foe prose- 
cuting authorities at the time,” 
he said. 

Counsel said the “baas of 
this appeal is that the picture 
painted by the Crown during 
foe trial was a false picture”. 

McNamee, from Crossma- 
gfen , South Armagh, has e igh t 
grounds of appeal before the 
court Mr Mansfield said the 
prosecution case against Mc- 
Namee was “deeply flawed 
from the beginning". 

There has been a long- 
running campaign to dear Mc- 
Namee, who has consistently 
denied any involvement with 
the IRA. 

Unusually, foe IRA has is- 
sued a statement denying Mc- 
Namee was a member of its 
terrorist organisation. 

The appeal continues. 



Danny McNamee: Consistently denied any involvement with the IRA 


Sex returns to agenda as bishops urged to back celibacy 



SEX, OR the lack of it, is back 
on foe Church of England's 
agenda this week as bishops 
meeting in Westminster pre- 
pare to debate the merits of 
■ celibacy. 

I Horace Harper a prebendary 
of Lichfield, Staffordshire, is 
calling upon the General Synod 
to support single people who 
have chosen to remain celibate 
because of their religious behefe. 
His private member's motion 
urges Synod to celebrate those 
who “fulfil their Christian cali- 


by Clare Garner 

ing in lifelong celibacy, and ho- 
nour their vocation". 

The debate on celibacy out- 
side marriage comes just a 
day after William Hague gave 
his own view that living with 
someone outside wedlock was 
not a sin. The Conservative 
Party leader; who lived with his 
wife, Ffion, before their mar- 
riage lastyeax; said that it was 
not “going against what Chris- 
tians betieve. particularly when 


it's people who are engaged to 
be married, who are gang to be 
married, who are so dearly 
committed to each other- 
“What churches have really 
been arguing against, or what 
I see Christianity being op- 
posed to, is promiscuity and 
people entering into intimate 
relationships with no intention 
of carrying them on.” 

‘ Othersbelieve that celibacy 
is the arify Christian alternative 
tosexwithin marriage. -Asked 
about sex before marriage, Mr 


Harper who is celibate, said: 
“That’s not how I would un- 
derstand Christian living. If 
other people perceive it to be 
within their Christian liberty I 
would not want to fcaceiqy con- 
science over theirs, but I 
wouldn't agree with them.” 

Mr Harper hopes that to- 
morrow’s Synod debate will 
not be dominated by the ques- 
tion of whether gay clergy 
must remain celibate, a sub- 
ject which dominated the- 
woridwide gathering of Angli- 


can bishops at the Lambeth 
Conference this summer. 
However, the Rev Richard 
Kirker, general secretary of 
the Lesbian and Gay Christian 
Movement, believes that foe 
church cannot possibly discuss 
celibacy without reference to 
homosexuals. 

“In any discussion about 
ceKbacy within foe Angfican tra- 
dition it must be remembered 
' ac tahwW edgtid *bat. celiba- 
cy is not a mandatory obligation 
on any member We don’t have 


a celibate tradition in our cler- 
gy or laity other than among 
those who choose. The way 
celibacy is used at the moment 
-and most often invoked -is as 
a way of controlling the sex lives 
of gay dergy ” 

Mr Kirker expects that this 
week’s meeting ofbishops will 
be “a rather chastened” affair: 
The conservative resolution, 
which ruled out foe possibility 
of foe ordination of practising 
gays -and foe sanctioning of 
same-sex blessings, had 


prompted “a torrent of apolo- 
gies" in the aftermath of Lam- 
beth, he said. 

This autumn the Archbish- 
op of Canterbury, Dr George 
Careg agreed far foe first time 
to meet lesbian and gay Chris- 
tians regular^. 

Mr Kirker is encouraged by 
Dr Carey’s willingness to listen, 
but added: “Many people ask 
me, ‘What’s the point of us at- 
tempting to talk if the church 
has already pre-judged the 
process?’” 
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CENTRAL 

AMERICA 

Hurricane Appeal 


Hurricane Mitch has killed over 15,000 people. In its wake it has left death, 
desolation and ruin. Over 10,000 are missing and more than 3 million homeless. 
Already the survivors are working to re-build their lives, but they now face the 
threat of disease and hunger. 

The Disasters Emergency Committee, an alliance of leading UK aid agencies 
working with local partners in Central America, is already responding to the 
disaster and urgently needs more money to provide food, clean water, shelter and 
medicines. Please help by making a donation now. 

Your gift will save lives. 


0990 22 22 33 (24 hours) 

Please call now with your credit card donation- or send a cheque or postal order with the coupon below 
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Yes, I want to help 
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D I enclose a cheque made payable to The DEC Hurricane Appeal OR 
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Comptote coupon and return la g** 

■n* DEC Hurricane Appeal. PO Box 999. London ECSAUAA 


Disaster^^^^^^tammittee 

A registered charity 

Participating agencies: 

ActionAid, British Red Cross, CAFOD, 
CARE International UK, Christian Aid, 
Christian Children’s Fund of GB, 
MERLIN, OXFAM. Save the Children, 
Tearfund, World Vision. 
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Racism 

costs 

director 

£60,000 


by Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

A FORMER local authority hous 

ing director who subjected a se- 
nior black colleague to a 
campaign of “grossly offensive’' 
racial discrimination was or- 
dered yesterday to pay him 
nearly £60.000 in compensation. 

Bernard Crofton. former di- 
rector of housing in Hackney, 
east London, accused Sam 
Yeboah, the council's former 
head of personnel, of placing 
“his crooks" in council jobs. 

Mr Crofton, brought in bv the 
council to investigate housing 
fraud, developed what an in- 
dustrial tribunal described as 
“a fixed mental impression that 
Africans, particularly West 
Africans, have a propensity to 
commit fraud”. 

When the tribunal upheld Mr 
Yeboah’s chums of persistent 
racial harassment, the council 
agreed to pay him £380,000 in 
compensation. 

Yesterday, foe tribunal or- 
dered Mr Crofton to pay dam- 
ages of £45.000 with £14,000 
interest for those issues on 
which it was found he alone was 
responsible The highest pre- 
vious award made in similar cir- 
cumstances was £1,000. 

In its 300-page judgment, 
the tribunal said that one of the 
striking features of the case was 
“the number and persistence of 
false allegations". 

At a meeting in September 
1994, Mr Crofton told Hackney's 
chief executive that Mr Yeboah 
should be made to apologise to 
foe council because “[HeJ had 
put his crooks into jobs". 

Mr Crofton continued his 
onslaught during the tribunal 
hearings when he cross- 
examined Mr Yeboah, making 
a series of allegations which the 
tribunal said were "demon- 
strably false". 

The tribunal concluded that 
Mr Crofton’s behaviour was 
grossly offensive. It said it 
caused MrYbboah great distress 
and damaged his reputation. 

Mr Yeboah, who is now un- 
employed, said of the decision: 
“I hope that it will send a clear 
message to people who dis- 
criminate against fellow work- 
ers on racial grounds that there 
may be a serious price to pay." 


INI 71 12 









i 




/. 


4 


10/HQME NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT i 

TneafaT 17 November iWg 



Employment rights: Four million older workers are out of jobs, and the skills of millions more are under-used 


Age prejudice 
‘costs Britain 
£ 26 bn a year’ 


WORKERS WHO find them* 
selves discriminated against 
because of their age may soon 
be able to take their grievance 
to industrial tribunals. 

As the Government launched 
its code of practice against age 
discrimination yesterday a re- 
port by the Employers' Forum 
on Age daimed that the practice 
cost the economy EJfibnayear 
In eight years, it is estimated, 
one-quarter of the working pop- 
ulation will be over 50 but while 
there are now 9.3 million peo- 
ple in Britain aged 50-64, 3.7mfl- 
lion of them are not working. 

The draft code, which busi- 
nesses will be asked to follow 
from nest year, covers recruit- 
ment, retirement and promo- 
tion, and urges employers to 
treat staff according to ability, 
not age The Employment min- 
ister, Andrew Smith, said he 
would consult the heads of in- 
dustrial tribunals over the pos- 
sibility of age-related cases 
being heard. 

But charities for older people 
said (hat the new code of prac- 
tice was “unimpressive’' and 
signalled a retreat by the Gov- 
ernment from legislation. 

Mr Smith said legislation 
had not been ruled out but he 


By Glenda Cooper 
S ocial Affairs Correspondent 

warned that it would be com- 
plicated. Other countries, such 
as the United States. New 
Zealand and France, had run 
into problems. 

“The code is a big step for- 
ward in tackling age discrimi- 
nation because it will establish 
new standards,” be said. “Cus- 
tomers and workers will have 
a basis to complain to a com- 
pany and to the wider forum of 
public opinion. The more wide- 
ly the code is accepted, the 
more appropriate it w31 be for 
industrial trib unals to teky ac- 
count of it,” 

The new code urges com- 
panies not to use age limits or 
phrases such as “young grad- 
uates" in job advertisements, to 
use interviewing panels of 
mixed age and to promote staff 
on merit, irrespective of age. 

The charity Age Concern 
welcomed the code as an im- 
portant first step, but added that 
only legislation would get rid of 
ageism. “With a recession pre- 
dicted next yean even more 

older people will be in fear erf los- 
ing their jobs and never work- 
ing again. These people need to 


know that the law is on their 
side,” Age Concern's director- 


Mervyn Eohlei; bead of pub- 
lic affairs at Help the Aged, said 
the move would contribute to 
consultation as it was “the only 
show in town. But we have real 
worries about the code and fed 
it is a very unimpressive start.” 
he said. “We need proper laws 
tr> tarMa discriminati on " 

Debra Allcock, of the Indus- 
trial Society said that voluntary 
codes usually worked better 
than legislation in the long run 
because people were more like- 
ly to respond well to them. But, 
she added: “What legislation 
can do is get people thinking 
about the issue, as was the case 
over equal opportunities.” 

She said the priority for the 
Government should be to push 
education to make people aware 
that ageism was unacceptable. 

Helen Garner; campaigns 
director for the Employers’ 
Fbrum on Age, said the code 
was a start “But I think it mil 
need strong support from the 
Government tar work,” she said. 
“They need to put funds into 

monitori ng ft anH making snre 

all their departments and poli- 
cies reflect the code.” 



Director left 
on shelf to 
stack shelves 


Redundant computer designer Tony Webster; 59, cannot find a job because of his 
age and now stacks shelves in the Budgen supermarket in Buckingham 


AS A computer sales director 
Tray Webster commanded a 
salary erf £40,000 a year. Now he 
earns jnst £7,000 as a shelf- 
stacker for his local super- 
market 

Fra: more than 50 years Mr 
Webster; 59, worked in com- 
puters - designing hardware 
and software as well as work- 
ing m sales -but his age means 
that since he was made re- 
dundant from his last job he has 
not been able to get full-time 
employment in this field. 

He took his last employer to 
an industrial tribunal and won 
an out-of-court settlement for 
wrongful dismissal and breach 
of contract He is convinced that 
ageism lay behind the loss of his 
job. 

“The company I worked for 
was ran by a 29-year-old. He 
said to me that he was worried 
that the average age of the com- 
paqywas creeping up. I was far 
older than anyone else, most of 
the rest were under 30,” Mr 
Webster said. 

“Soon afterwards I was 
given the sack.” 

He feels this is not an iso- 
lated incident Two years ago 

Mr Webster sent out 40 letters 

applying for jobs without men- 
tioning his age. He received 29 
replies and was invited to 12 in- 
terviews. When he mentioned 
his age on application letters, 
he never got a reply. 

“I have a lot of experience. 


By Glenda cooper 

a lot of knowledge," he said. 
“"The attitude is often that man- 
agers are worried by your age 
down on the sheet instead of 
looking at your ability. 

“While I defend the right of 
employers to employ who they 
like, I feel angry about being 
ignored purely because of my 
age." 

To support himself Mr Web- 
ster got a job at a Budgen su- 
permarket, where he is paid 
£3 j 83 an hour to stack shelves. 
“Though I like what I’m doing 
at the moment 1 would love to 
go back to computers." he said. 

“I can see that employers 
would be worried about the 
health aspect of employing 
older workers, but I’m doing a 
hard physical job at the super- 
market I’ve lost a stone and a 
half, so I can do anything. I've 
proved I've got stamina.” 

Mr Webster is also doing 
some Web design part-time 
and has continued to write po- 
etry and short stories, some of 
which have been published He 
feels he still has a lotto give to 
society. 

“Older people often have a 
lot of loyalty and a lot of relia- 
bilityr he said. “They have the 
ability to interact with other 
people. We need to educate 
employers into seeing the ben- 
efit of older employees - they 
still have so much to offer." 


Europe’s biggest woodpecker is heading for Britain 



The black woodpecker 


ONE OF Europe’s most spec- 
tacular woodland birds, the 
blade woodpecker is beaefing to- 
wards Britain. 

As big as a crow and twice 
the size of its nearest British rel- 
ative, the great spotted wood- 
pecker it is traditionally a bird 
erf Central European forests, but 


by Brian Unwin 


it has been spreading west- 
wards for the past 50 years. 

Some of them are now nest- 
ing so <i)se to France’s Channel 
coast that the nearest pairs are 
just 100 miles from Kent and Sus- 
sex and one expert is predict- 


ing they wifl soon make their first 
appearance in England. 

In the latest edition of Bird- 
ing World, published by the 
Bird Information Service, Ger- 
ard Gorman writes: “I person- 
ally find it hard to believe that 
the species has so far never 
managed to reach Britain. 


Black woodpeckers are pur- 
poseful, strong flyers which 
often travel several miles cross- 
country between nesting, roost- 
ing and foraging sites. 

“Quite large bodies of water 
present no problem for dis- 
persing black woodpeckers and 
dearly the waters separating 


Britain from mainland Europe 
are narrow enough for pio- 
neering birds to cross." 

The birds are striking in ap- 
pearance, jet black except for 
an ivory-coloured bill and a 
scarlet crown. Then population 
expansion is linked to decidu- 
ous woodlands maturing across 


Europe - they particularly like 
tall stands of beech trees - 
and also the growth of Norway 
spruce plantations. 

Mr Gorman says Britain has 
a lot erf habitat that would suit 
them and their eventual oc- 
currence here “is not only pos- 
sible but seems inevitable. 


“It may even be imminent 
and, given the dynamic nature 
erf the species’ expansion on the 
near continent and the rela- 
tively short distance involved, 
it may not be unreasonable to 
believe that several birds could 
make the short trip across the 
sea in the coming years." 
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You probably already know Bosch make power tools. 
You may even know we make automotive products. 

But it’s a lot less likely you know that Blaupunkt 
In-Car Systems, Atco Qualcast Garden Equipment, 
Worcester Heat Systems, Bosch Domestic Appliances 
and Bosch Packaging Machinery are all part of our 
worldwide group. 

Put together this means we make everything from 
boilers and lawnmowers to washing machines and 
communications equipment, as well as braking 
systems, ABS and diesel injection. 

But of course our most important asset is our 
people. Over three and a half thousand employees 
in the UK alone. Each one dedicated to the continual 
improvement and innovation of the high quality 
products we’ve been selling in the UK since 1898. 

Bosch. We bring innovaiaon 
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Schools: Heads angry at minister’s words 


fDon’t expel 


» v... 


make 


ols- 


pupils for 


having drugs’ 


PUPILS POUND with drugs at 
school should not automatical- 
ly be expelled, Estelle Morris, 
■.the School Standards minister, 
^aid yesterday. 

Miss Morris told the annual 
conference of the Girls’ Schools 
Association that pupils who 
sold drugs at school should be 
expelled but cfeug education 
within school should be an op- 
tion for those “simply found 
with cannabis in their pockets”. 

She was speaking before a 
government announcement to- 
morrow on new guidelines on 
how schools should deal with 
drug- ta k i n g pupils. Her speech 
at the Glasgow conference 
came weeks after two primary- 
school children turned up at 
school with heroin. 

Heads accused her of un- 
dermining their ability to send 
strong anti-drug messages to 
pupils. Ministers have asked 


By Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


a local authorities to set targets 
* for the reduction of exclusions. 




Miss Morris said: “Many 
schools have had a policy of au- 
tomatically excluding pupils 
for any incidents to do with 
drugs. I understand why this is 
the case, because it gives a 
clear message that drugs are 
wrong. We are saying schools 
need to make a judgement 
about the disciplinary action 
they take. They need to have a 
range of options. There are 
those who’d think that when 
you have a drug-related of- 
fence it is about punishment 


There are those who think it is 
about welfare. Neither of these 
extremes is acceptable or re- 
lated to the real world." 

Miss Morris said there was 
no question of taking away a 
head's right to exclude pupils 
guilty of serious drugs offences 
and she folly understood the 
pressure from parents to expel 
those who took drugs. 

John Dunford, general sec- 
retary of the Secondary Heads’ 
Association, said- “Any kind of 
pressure on heads in this di- 
rection is unwelcome. There is 
a need to give a very strong 
message to children. Zt is diffi- 
cult enough to keep schools out 
of the drugs scene ” He feared 
heads would be caught be- 
tween pressure from parents to 
exclude children found with 
drugs and pressure from local 
authorities anxious to meet the 
Governments targets for re- 
ducing exclusions. 

As a former bead of a large 
secondary school, he had both 
excluded pupils found with 
drugs and accepted pupils ex- 
pelled from other schools for 
similar offences. 

Miss Morris also pledged 
extra money for the battle 
against drugs. The Govern- 
ment would provide £22 .5m 
over three years to fight drugs 
in schools. The drug menace 
threatened the Governments 


crusade to raise education 
standards, she said. *The Gov- 
ernment standards at the 
centre of its agenda for educa- 
tion. However those young peo- 
ple whose lives are blighted by 
drugs will find it impossible to 
reach their foil potential” 
Jackie Anderson, president 
of the Girls’ Sdiools Associa- 
tion, said all schools had to 
recognise the “drug culture is 
part of our society ... aB chil- 
dren, sometimes from a dis- 
turbingly young age, are 
vulnerable to the transitary 
thrill of drugs, which are as 
available... as chewing-gum.” 



Annamarie Stapleton, a director of the Fine Art Society, inspecting a claret jug designed by Christopher Dresser in about 1870. It features 
in ‘Style: Art & Design’, an exhibition in New Bond Street, central London, which opens today and runs until 11 December Tom Craig 


Single parents 
can be ‘ideal’ 


Succeed in business 











SINGLE PARENTS are just as 
capable as traditional famili es 
of bringing up children, a head- 
mistress said yesterday. 

Jackie Anderson, president 
of the Girls* Schools Association 
of giris' independent schools, 
said the emphasis (» family val- 
ues in the recent Green Paper 
was not always posable in re- 
. ality. She challenged “the ide- 
$ alisation of family life”. 

Mrs Anderson, head of 
King's High School Warwick, 
told the association's annual 
conference in Glasgow that 
Elizabeth L Cberie Blair and 
Jane Austen's brother were 
examples of well-adjusted peo- 
ple who were brought up out- 
side conventional families. 

Two months ago. Dr Patrick 
Tobin, chair of the Headmas- 
ters' and Headmistresses’ Con- 
ference of public schools, 
argued that divorce was the 
biggest single cause of serious 
disciplinary problems in inde- 
pendent sdiools. 

Mrs Anderson, who has 
m been married for 35 years and 
" has two adult children, said: 
-There are plenty of happy 
well-adjusted people around 
who did not have the conven- 
tional two-parent families. 

-Elizabeth I was a highly 
successful leader whose home 
life offered a series of role mod- 
els who taught her to avoid fol- 
lowing in their footsteps. Or 
more seriously, families such as 
Jane Austen’s, where her broth- 


Bf Judith Judd 


er was happflynurtured by her 
aunt and unde to the apparent 
advantage of all concerned. 

“Like Cherie Blah; I owe 
much to my grandmother. 
Cherie was looked after by her 
father's mother by the age of six 
weeks and she says her grand- 
mother taught her bow impor- 
tant it was to remember" Bins 
Blair’s father; the actor Tray 
Booth, left his wife and two 
daughters, who were brought 
up by their mother - who went 
out to work - and their grand- 
mother However; Mrs Ander- 
son warned that parents need 
to be generous during divorce 
to limit the damage done to 
their children. Fathers could 
keep in touch by telephone, by 
post, by e-mail and l>y taking an 
interest in their child’s school 

Asked about girls' reaction to 
divorce, she said they became 
subdued, lacked concentration 
and were very sad when their 


A daughter migh t feel aban- 
doned if her father left home, or 
she might idealise him so he be- 
came a “fantasy father”. 

She added “He becomes the 
perfect parent, unlike tire poor 
parent living with the child 24 
hours a day” 

Boys were more likely to go 

off the rails during a divorce be- 
cause they lacked the “culture 
of talking”, which helped girls 
to support each other 


Your company's most valuable asset is its 
information. So what are you doing to protect it? Rivals could be messing with 
your business right now. Lotus (security) stops these people by using the Fort 
Knox of e-mail protection. Central to the system are probably the most complicated 
defence codes known to humankind. We'd love to tell you all about them but, 
obviously, they're a secret It's why Lotus is now the business (world's Nol) 
e-mail company. In fact 38.4% of the world's e-mail customers; including 42 of 
Fortune’s top 50 companies, use Lotus' e-mail because of its top-notch flexibility. 
Not surprising considering the unrivalled (integration). It can easily adapt into 
your present system, so you can protect your previous investment. And once 
fitted you can enjoy something really unusual: an e-mail system that actually 
delivers. Every time. All thanks to lots of technical gizmos that give you impeccable 
(refiability). Anyway, if you want your business to grow, call 01784 445 702 or 
visit our website to discover how Lotus can protect the secrets of your success. 


Sleeper train hit 
♦vans left on track 


NEARLY 100 passengers had a 
lucky escape yesterday when a 
sleeper train ploughed into two 

stolen vans that had been aban- 
doned on the line. 

The London Euston-Inver- 

ness train smashed into the ve- 
hicles at Slateford junction. 
Edinburgh, at 4am. Police said 
none of the 95 passengers was 
in jured - some slept through the 
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(flexibility) has made our e-mail system the business world’s Nol. 

www.lotus.com/1 



incident - but the 33-yeamld 
driver was treated for shock. 

Detective Sergeant John 
McBride, from British Trans- 
port Police, said: “If it tarns out 
to be vandalism it was the 
worst kind of mindless vandalr 
ism and could have had cata- 
strophic effects." Fortunately 

Hie train had been travelling at 
only 30mpb at the time. 

Dozens of firefighters and 
RaiUxack crew worked into the 
morning to dear tire wreckage. 
A Rafltrack spokesman said 
one of the vans had become 
lodged under the locomotive. 

The owner of a van hire firm 
next to the site of the collision 
said the vans had been stolen 
from his yard. 


Lotus 


An IBM Company 


*1014 million shared-file and efient/saver mailboxes worldwide; 25.1 million Lotus Notes Mail, 13.B million Lotus cc:Mail. Source: EMMS June 1998. © 1998 Lotus Development Corporation. Lotus is a registered 
trademark of Lotus Development Corporation. IBM is a registered trademark of International Business Machines Corporation. 


I 








12/HOME NEWS 


the independent 

~i~ — .!■* 1 7 \cwrttthw 


Tonight’s meteor storm 
will reach 160,000mph 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 


BRITONS HOPING to watch a 
dazzlin g meteor storm 
expected to reach a 33-year 
peak tonight may find that 
die best vantage point is in 
front of a computer. 

Satellite operators are 
holding their breath to see 
whether the meteors, many 
just tiny dust fragments, will 
damage any of the 500-odd 
satellites orbiting the Earth. 
The crew members of the 
Mir space station are also 
taking precautions against ary 
impact 

Forecasters are predicting 
cloudy weather for half the 
country tonight, when the 
bright trails of the Leonid 
meteors - caused each year 
since the 10th century by the 
Earth passing through the 
dust left over from the trail of 
Comet Temple-Tuttle - would 
be visible. And while the West 
Country, west Wales and west- 
ern Scotland are predicted to 
have clearer skies, the point in 
the sky from which the mete- 
ors appear to come (known as 
the “radiant”) will not be above 
the horizon until llpm. The 


tn the early hours 
of Wednesday 


forecast is that the most in- 
tense period of the shower 
will be between 2pm and 10pm 
today. 

Observatories in Japan are 
planning “Webcasts" of the 
display. They will be on the In- 
ternet at the Web sites: 

■ http-J/leonidsjoetdiverindex. 
html and: 

M http://www.nifiyne.jp/ forum 
/fepaee/special/Iivecameiitm 
from 2pm today. 

Tbe US space agency Nasa win 
also have coverage, at 

■ http://leomcLarcJiasa.gov 
from an aircraft that is flying 


over Japan, trying to estimate 
how much meteor material 
actually enters the atmos- 
phere during such a storm. 

Teams of satellite con- 
trollers on the ground will 
also be watching for any effect 
on the valuable equipment 
orbiting the planet Though 
the European Space Agency 
estimates that the chance of 
any satellite being hit is less 
than 0.1 percent die meteors 
are travelling so fast - rough- 
ly l6a0Otoiph- that they could 
hole a sa tellit e, p ntpntiaBy rlift- 
rupting telephone, radio or TV 


r»hannolg - Sky TV is among 
those at risk. 

“Operators are taking dam- 
age limitation measures," said 
a spokeswoman for the British 
National Space Centre yes- 
terday. “They are switching off 
high-voltage systems and 
putting ground controllers on 
alert” During the storm the 
Hubble Space 'telescope’s del- 
icate mirror will be turned 
away from the particles, while 
the three cosmonauts on Mir 
are ready to go into the Soynz 
escape pod if the 
shower threatens the space 
station. 

The last Leonid storm was 
in 1966, when the shooting 
stars appeared at a peak rate 
of 150,000 per ham: But the risk 
to satellites then was minimal 
because so few were aloft 
Now, with more than 500, the 
risks are greater: The partides 
can create an electric 
discharge that wrecks the del- 
icate electronics on a commu- 
nications satellite. 

Most of the particles, 
though, simply burn up as the 
hit the Earth’s atmosphere, 
turning white-hot - to give 
what ground observers see as 
a “shooting star". 


Shooting stars similar to the ones which are expected today Pekka Parviainen'Sciciice Photo Laboratory 
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Hostage 


taker got 


new gun 


licence 


A JUDGE called for an inquiry 
yesterday into why a man who 
took a hostage at gunpoint in 
1986 was given another 
firearms licence, allowing him 
to shoot two people and mi a 
police dog. 

On imposing four life sen- 
tences on 33-year-old Adam 
Willmott, Mr Justice Scott- 
Baker said the fact that 
Northamptonshire police 
granted him another firearms 
certificate in 1995 was “a mat- 
ter of considerable disquiet”. 

During a violent rampage, 
Willmott, a self-employed 
builder from Irthlingborough, 
shot his girlfriend twice, wound- 
ed a police dog handler and 
killed the officer's dog. 

He was sentenced yesterday 
at Oxford Crown Court after 
admitting two counts of wound- 
ing with intent, possessing a 
firearm with intent to endanger 
life, destroying a police dog 
and aggravated burglary. 

The court was told of an 
evening of violence that began 
with WUhnott and his then girl- 
friend, Susan Sturgess, playing 
a game of pub skittles in which, 
he said, she had sought to “hu- 
miliate” him . 

Willmott later went to Ms 
Sturgess' s home and threat- 
ened her and her daughter with 
a knife before they escaped to 
the home of a policeman who 
lived nearby. 

Police called to the scene 
saw willmott driving away, but 
he doubled back to break into 
the Sturgess house armed with 
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his .22 rifle, HG rounds of am- 
munition. a sflencer and a tele- 
scopic lens. “The women 
screamed ... banging on the 
window to attract the attention 
of the two police officers still in 
the street,” Michael Stokes QC, 
for the prosecution, said. 

When they approached the 
house, Willmott shot Constable 
Ian Chunns in the leg before 
walking over to him and saying: 
“Oh, 1 didn’t kneecap you 
then?" He then killed the offi- 
cer's German shepherd dog 
with a single shot in the neck, 
before shooting Ms Sturgess in 
the shoulder and left thigh. 

The court was told that Ms 
Sturgess escaped to the house 
of Constable Ian Harris, who 
said he felt “petrified and help- 
less” as he heard Willmott bat- 
tering down his kitchen door. 
But after a fight, the officer a 
judo instructor; managed to 
disarm him. 

Mr Justice Scott-Baher or- 
dered a formal verdict of “not 
guilty” to be returned (m a 
charge of attempting to murder 
Ms Sturgess. He told WUhnott 
“It is dear that you are — un- 
stable and potentially very dan- 
gerous. Vbu should never have 
been trusted to possess a lethal 
weapon.” He recommended 
that WUhnott serve six years be- 
fore being considered for parole 

Anne Rafferty for the de- 
fence, said Willmott, a diabet- 
ic, blamed a wrong prescription 
of insulin for his behaviour. 
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THE RIGHTS OF EVERY MAN 


‘The Independent' is publishing daily each of the 30 
Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
illustrated by Ralph Steadman, to mark its 50th an- 
niversary on 10 December. 


Article 10 

Everyone is entitled In Full equality to a fair and public 
nearing by an independent and Impartial tribunal, in the 
aetermmation of his rights and obligations and of any 
criminal charge against him. 


°f the Universal Declaration of Human 
^ Water st™e% price £1. Proceeds to 
me Medical Foundation Jbr the Care ofYictims cfTorture. 
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ONdigital undone by box shortage 


/E LAUNCH of digital terres- 
unal television has been at- 
tached by high street retailers 
as a fiasco after they were left 
with a shortage of equipment 
They have complained that 
thousands of people wanting to 

sign Up to the new service are 
unable to do so because not 
enough set-top boxes are on 

sale in the shops. 

At the launch of ONdigital 
this weekend, there were only 


By jane Robins 
Media Correspondent 
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tire United Kingdom, compared 
with 75,000 inquiries recorded 
on the ONdigital helpline. 

ONdigital, a joint venture 
between Granada and Carlton, 
insisted that it had tens of thou- 
sands of boxes reacfy for the 
launch, but retailers such as 
Radio Rentals and the box 


manufacturers Philips disput- 
ed the figure. 

Radio Rentals was reduced 
to offering customers vouchers 
to bring back to the stores 
when the boxes start to arrive. 
The company had only 500 
boxes to distribute to its 488 
shops. Given the shortage, it de- 
cided to put much of its stock 

into one shop in High Street 
Kensington in London - some- 
what undermining the claim by 


an ONdigital sp okesman that 
his visit to the same shop 
showed that, anecdotally there 
were plenty of boxes around. 

Dixons also confirmed that 
over toe weekend demand had 
far exceeded supply. “We sold 
out of boxes by midday on Sat- 
urday in our Oxford Street 
store,” a spokesperson said. 

The delay was described by 
retailers as a classic manage- 
ment mistake by ONdigital - 


stoking up demand and then 
failing to supply product It 
also reflects a number erf tech- 
nological difficulties in the de- 
velopment of the boxes, which 
are needed to decode toe new 
digital channels. 

Philips, the only manufac- 
turer ready with the boxes, 
said it was producing as many 
is it could during the week, but 
could not guarantee that it 
would meet its target of 20,000 


boxes in the shots by Friday. 
Pace, another manufa cturer; 
is also expecting to start deliv- 
ering boxes to toe shops with- 
in weeks. 

ONdigital is spending 00m 

on its launch between now and 
Christmas, and is in fierce com- 
petition with BSkyB's digital 
satellite service. The failure to 
deliver set-top boxes is seen as 
only the first ofa number of hic- 
cups. The ONdigital service is 


available only in about 60 per 
cent of homes. ONdigital says 
that anyone who manages to se- 
cure a set-top box only to diS' 
cover they are out of range will 
be able to get their money b3ek. 

Key ONdigital channels and 
services were also absent at 
launch. ITV2 will not go on air 
until next month, one of the 
main movie channels is still un- 
available and digital Teletext 
services are not yet working. 


BSkyB is also making much 
of the fact that it has nearly 10 
times as many channels as 
ONdigital - but its customer ser- 
vice is also hitting obstacles. 
Retail store managers com- 
plained that while ONdigital 
customers will have to wait 
several weeks before their set- 
top boxes arrive. Sky customers 
are experiencing similar de- 
lays in getting satellite c&shes pi- 
stolled by the company. 


Angel of Mosta 
is under attack 
from all sides 


IS THIS the last stand for Sally 
Becker? The website for the 
body she directs. Operation 
Angel (logo “Angels rush in 
where most of us fear to tread”) 
has a self-fulfilling air now she 
has been shot in the leg, after 
rushing hade to the bandit land 
of northern Albania on anoth- 
er mission to rescue children. 

Ms Becker, a self-confessed 
. “unguided missile”, blames this 
pnissile on an assassin. And it 
is a fact that any number of 
Serb militants or Albanian war- 
lords may want to kill her 
“It's completely anarchic 
there,” said UNHCR’s London 
spokeswoman, Lyndall Sachs. 

But, ironically, the bullet 
may help to save toe embattled 
mission of a woman whose life 
seems to be spinning in ever 
more frantic circles. 

The latest episode began a 
few weeks ago when the Angel 
of Mostar - so called for res- 
cuing children from the city’s 
besieged Muslim quarter in 
1993 - flew to Albania. Her goal 
was to rescue refugee children 
stranded in Serb-ruled Kosovo, 


By Marcus Tanner 


forces,” she said on her website. 
“By some miracle the children 
and their mothers made it safe- 
ly across the border I stayed be- 
hind to help one wranau and we 
were arrested.” 

Ms Becker also claimed she 
had bera tortured when she was 
released two weeks later after 
going on hunger strike. 

But there were also reports 
that it was her determination to 


W in freezing northern Albania. 
* Alreadv this vear. Ms Beek- 


Already this year, Ms Beck- 
er's Operation Angel had been 
sailing into choppy waters. In 
July she was held by the Serbs 
while trying to smuggle an Al- 
banian family out of Kosovo, 
and sentenced to 30 days in jafl. 

“I found the children shel- 
tering beneath the rubble of 
their homes and attempted to 
evacuate them across the 
mountains into Albania when 
we were surrounded by Serb 


ended with her inadvertently 
leading the famQy into a Serbian 
amhnsh 

A month ember; Ms Becker's 
trip to Albania ended in a furore 
after several volun^ ^rs on her 
expedition threatened to sue 
hen “It was ’Carry On up Alba- 
nia’,” scoffed one Balkan re- 
porter; who faflowed in herwaka 

Ms Becker was blamed for 
travailing into a region run by 
bandits with no provision for en- 
suring her team or her aid was 
kept safe from Albanian gangs. 
“There are about three mur- 
ders a week,” said a reporter 
who returned recently from 
the area. 

At the end of the trip, six of 
the 26 women said they would 
take legal action. “We are wor- 
ried she may take other con- 
voys to Kosovo.” said Mary 
Banks. “Volunteers mayendup 
getting killed.” 

With troubles and poor pub- 
licity pfiHng up on her head, Ms 
Becker was back in Bahrain 
Curri, in northern Albania, last 
week with a plan to evacuate 


about 100 children - half to the 
US and half to Britain. The US 
side of the operation went welL 
But Ms Better’s difficult rela- 
tions with toe authorities ap- 
pears to have rebounded on hen 

Instead of flying to Britain 
wife the children last Friday Ms 
Becker was refused visas by the 
Home Secretary Jack Straw 

saying she had not satisfied the 
criteria for bringing the chil- 
dren to be treated in private UK 
hospitals. 

Ms Becks* has had a trou- 
bled relationship with the UN 
High Commissioner for 
Refagees since her Bosnia 
days. Sflvana Eba, a farmer 
UNHCR spokeswoman, once 
memorably said of hen “You 
need to do your homework, get 
fee paperwork done and get the 
visas in order We don't want 
every granny wife a bus turn- 
ing up in Bosnia.” 

The UNHCR was livid when 
Sally- no “granny" but a spiky- 
haired 37 -brought out 55 chil- 
dren from the besieged 
Bosnian Croat stronghold of 
Nova Bila, in central Bosnia. 

The rescue was fine but the 
children were evacuated on a 
Bosnian Croat army beficoptei; 
breaking the UN “no fly” zone 
imposed on all the combatants 
in the 1992-95 Bosnian w® 

Ms Sachs said -the Becker 
mfonop “caused the entire aid 
operation in fee area to grind ~ 
to a halt”. 

This deep suspicion of Ms 
Becker’s methods among the 
UNHCR may have influenced 
Mr Straw’s decision to delay 



Sally Becker, the ’Angel of Mostar*, has angered aid organisations and the authorities with her mercy dashes to save children Alien Roger 


granting her refugee rh i Mr en 
the visas she sought- What is 
known is that the UNHCR did 
not back a medical evaoiation. 

were more concerned with 
bnzkfing the infrastructure hi ; 
I&¥eiw nte 1wv»fit agl PPat g r rniTn - 1 
her of people,” Ms Sachs said. ! 

That left Ms Becker ma- 
rooned in northern Albania. On 
Sunday she wasshot in the leg 
Whether the piMdiy will give- 
a shot in the arm to Operation 
Angel and force Mr Straw's ( 

hanH remains tn ht> b>wi 

■ A Channel s Witness docu- 
mentary on Sally Becker win be 
broadcast later this month. 
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Interest Rates 

Advice of interest rate changes for personal customers from 3 December 1998 


We regularly tell each of our customers what their interest rates are. 
Fair terms are maintained for all accounts that are no longer sold. 
It is our policy to keep customers advised of both old and new rates. 
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Windfall joy on the buses 


v more THAN 2,500 Merspyside 
bus d ri vers w e re celebrating an 
early Christmas present last 
night after receiving a £20,000 
windfall from fee local transport 
giant MTL. 

The company, which runs 
buses and trains in Liverpool 
and Merseyside, decided to 
return £4 8m to its shareholders 
after plans for a stock market 
flotation and a sale of fee busi- 
ness collapsed earlier this yean 

MTL is the biggest transport 
operator in the region. It runs 
more than two-thirds of the 
buses in Liverpool and is re- 
sponsible for the city’s under- 
ground system. It also owns 
•Northern Spirit, the ran com- 
jjany that operates the trans- 
Pennine express link i n g 
Manchester, Leeds, York and 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The majority of MTUsshare- 


by Francesco Guerrera 


holders are drivers and con- 
ductors, who bought the com- 
pany from the state-owned 
Merseyside Passenger Trans- 
port Authority in 1992. A large 
number of the 6,900-strong 
workforce have increased fear 
stakes since privatisation. 

MTL employees hold on av- 
erage 33,000 shares, giving 
them a windfall of about £20,000 
under the plans agreed yes- 
terday. Most were encouraged 
to invest in the company by the 
prospect of a stock market 
flotation. 

However; their chances of 
pocketing a lucrative windfall 
from a sale on the stock mar- 
ket were dashed earlier this 
year when the Office of Fair 
Hading, the competition watch- 
dog, accused the cmnpany and 


nine other transport groups of 
price fixing - The OFT investi- 
gation scared off (Sty investors 
and prompted MTL to scrap the 
flotation plans. 

Hopes of a windfall were 
kept alive by rumours that 
MTL could be taken overly one 
of the national transport giants, 
such as Stagecoach or Go 
Ahead, for about £i 20 m. 

After a flurry of speculation 
over the summei; MTL termi- 
nated fee talks and with it the 
drivers’ chances of a takeover 
bonus, amid rumours that the 
offers received were too low. 

The company said yesterday 
that fee £ 20 , 000 award would be 


enough to compensate its em- 
ployees for the wait Peter 
Coombes, chairman and thief 
executive of MTL, said that 
fee windfall offered sharehold- 
ers “the opportunity to realise 
a significant amnnnt of value” 
from their stakes. 

Mr Coombes reused the 
prospect of a further payout in 
two or three years through a 
stock market flotation. 

Analysts said that the 
chances of a listing were en- 
hanced by the end of the OFT 
inquiry a fortnight ago after the 
bus companies agreed to aban- 
don their deals on price fixing 
and market sharing. 


High Interest Savings 

Old Rate 

New Rate from 3 Dec 98 j 

6 C days notice 
(Annual interest option) 

Grass 

Gross 

Gross CAR 

£100.000 + 

6.85% 

6.35% 

6.35% 

£50,000 + 

6.55% 

6.05% 

6.05% 

£10,000 

6.45% 

5.95% 

5.95% 

Up to £10,000 

6.25% 

5-75% 

5.75% 


High Interest Savings 

Old Rate 

New Rate from 3 Dec 98 | 

60 days notice 
(Monthly interest option) 

Gross 

Gross 

Gross CAR 

£100.000 + 

6.65% 

6.18% 

6.35% 

£50,000 + 

6.37% 

5.89% 

6.05% 

£10.000 

6.27% 

5.80% 

5.93% 

Up to £10.000 

6.08% 

5.61% 

5.75% 


Midland Instant Access 

Old Rate 

New Rate from 3 Dec 98 1 

Savings 

(Annual interest option) 

Gross 

Gross 

Gross CAR 

£50,000 + 

6 .00% 

5.50% 

5.50% 

£25,000 + 

535% 

4.65% 

4.65% 

£10.000 + 

4.85% 

4.20% 

4.20% 

£5,000 + 

4.60% 

4.00% 

4.00% 

Up to £5,000 

4.25% 

4.00% 

4.00% 


Midland Instant Access 

Old Rate 

New Rate from 3 Dec 98 [ 

Savings 

(Monthly interest optkm) 

Gross 

Gross 

Gross CAR 

£50,000 + 

5.85% 

5.37% 

5.50% 

£25.000 + 

5.23*6 

4.56% 

4.65% 

£10.000 + 

4.75% 

4.13% 

4.20% 

£5.000 + 

4.51% 

3.93% 

4.00% 

Up to £5.000 

4.1 7% 

3.93% 

4. Off a 
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OVER 100 CROSSINGS EVERYDAY: - 
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Over 50? 

Insure your home 
with quality cover 


Deposit Account 

Old Rate 

New (tete from 3 Dec 98 | 

7 days notice 
(No longer sold) 

Grass 

Gross 

Gross CAR 

£50,000 + 

5.92% 

5.44% 

5.50% 

£25.000 + 

5-29% 

4.61% 

4.65% 

£10,000 + 

4.80% 

4.16% 

4.20% 

£5,000 + 

4.56% 

3.97% 

4.00% 

Up to £5.000 

431% 

3.97% 

4.00% 


Tessa and 
follow-up Tessa 
{Annual Tax Free interest) 


Old Rate 


New Rate from 3 Dec 98 


Mortgages* 

I Old Rate I N 


Other Secured Borrowing 


New Rate from 3 Dec 98 


* m ^ 

ij fr 



T'v 




Int Rate pa. Homeowner Reserve 


Home Loan Rate 

Home Improvement 
Loan Rate 

Goans sanctioned before 
26 April 89) 

Home Mortage Rate 


Old Rate 

New Rale from 3 Dec 9S J | 

APR 

12 .6% 

APR 

11.80% 

tut Rate pa. 

11.40% 


kBr & 


Bank Accounts 


Home insurance that’s worth looking into 


S 

begins with sea 


Saga Home Insurance offers 
good quality cover. 

Our easy one call dahns 
service means there are 
normally no forms to fill in 
and our 24-hour help tines 
provide practical advice on 
legal matters and domestic 
emergencies. 


What's more the Sagi Price 
Promise means that, if you 
find comparable cover for 
less within two months of 
insuring your home with us, 
we’ll refund the difference. 


For a home insurance 
quotation or instant cover, 
why not call Saga? 



Old Rate 

New Rate from 3 Dec 98 

Student Bank 

Account 

Gross 

Gross 

Gross CAR 


1.99% 

1.49% 

1.50% 




Old Rate 

New Rate from 3 Dec 98 

16 -19 Year Old 
Account 

Gross 

Z23K • 

Gross 

1.74 

Gross CAR 

1.73% 



Old Rate 

New Rate from 3 Dec 98 

Live cash 

Gross 

Gross 

Gross CAR 


4.17% 

3.93% 

4.00% 


Base Rate 6.75% 
effective from 5 November 1998 


l.C' 1 : rr-z 0800 414 525 q- O-i -j, r!;‘(.yy'C£ !DiVcl4^| 


Our Ones are open 830am to 7pm weekday*, and tan to I pm Saturdays. 


p»6 STENA LINE. SEAFRANCE.. 
fc HO VERS PEEP- 


bgl Swtan «noM Hce « nnd 

kifamafen «n Sap preduai and 
anMHliiiVPBta|wMi« 
OdMfSipiccnfMM farWb pvpM- 


Gross: Pie rate before the deduction at tax. applicable to savings. 

Gross CAR {Compounded Annual Rale): The true gross return laJong into account ihe frequency of interest payments. 
Tax Free: Tax Free means that interest is not subject lo income tax. 

‘Mortgage rates for new borrowers were effective from 1« November 1998. 

All rates are correct as at 3 December 1998 but may vary in lie future. 


Nowk the time 


Midland Bank pic, 27-32 Poultry, London EC2P2BX. 


Member HSBC Group 
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Save £1 on selected wines 


at Sainsburys. 
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Israel halts 
West Bank 
withdrawal 



o'* 











BENJAMIN NETANYAHU, the 
Israeli prime mfniste; told the 
Israeli parliament yesterday 
that he would refuse to imple- 
ment the land-for-security 
agreement with die Palestini- 
ans until Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leaden publicly re- 
tracted a threat to use armed 
force. 

Mr Arafat said on Sunday 
that Palestinians would stage 
another intifada or uprising if 
Israel strayed from the path of 
peace and might take up arms 
to defend their right to pray in 
Jerusalem. 

The Israeli leader said: U I 
don’t intend to carry out any re- 
deployment undo* these con- 
ditions, not even the first, until 
this is rectified puUh^yand un- 
equivocally. ” 

Israel was expected to begin 
the first phase of its limited 
withdrawal from the West Bank 
and release 200 prisoners later 
this week under the terms of 
the Vfye agreement signed in 
Maryland on 23 October 

Mr Netanyahu said: “We 
are not prepared to move for- 
ward under the shadow of vio- 
lence and the threat of 
violence.” He said he would 
convene his cabinet tomorrow 

to see whether to see if the 
Palestinians had retracted. 

Mr Netanyahu has moved so 
slowly in implementing the 
wye agreement that it is un- 
dear if he intends to do so at alL 
His slow progress and fierce 


By Patrick Cockburn 
in Jerusalem 


“ w a» 

right-wing supporters. 

A senior Palestinian official 

said that Mr Arafat had told the 

Israeli leader in a telephone 
conversation that he was not 
threatening violence. 

In a farther sign that the WJre 
agreement has done nothing to 
reduce tensions Ariel Sharon, 
the Israeli foreign minister, 
told Jewish settlers in the oc- 
cupied territories to take as 
much land as they qouJd in re- 


marks broadcast yesterday, Mr 
Sharon said everyone “should 
grab more hills. Well expand 
tite area. Whatever is seized wiD 
be ours. Whatever is not seized 
will end up in their hands”. 

Mr Sharon is a supporter of 
militant Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank and Gaza. These 
had already been establishing 
new settlements but the foreign 
minister’s remarks may start a 
campaign ofiand-grabs on the 
Wfest Bank where Ihe level of vi- 
olence is already increasing. 
Hanan Stour, a Palestinian ne- 
gotiator called Mr Sharon’s re- 
marks "a call for war". 

Mr Sharon also said that he 
was only repeating govern- 
ment policy. Given the number 
of new settlements springing up 
on the ground this may well be 
true. There are 170,000 Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank and 
Gaza, which are home to 
2J> million Palestinians. The 
Wye agreement does not limit 
settlement expansion, which 
is now greater than at any time 
since 1967. 

_ Three Israeli solders were 
killed and four wounded by a 
bomb planted beside the road 
in south Lebanon yesterday as 
they went for fixing practice 
near an Israeli base at Marks- 
ba, in the centre of the zone oc- 
cupied by Israel. Hezbollah, 
the militant Islamic Lebanese 
guerrilla movement claimed 
responsibility. 

The explosion raises the 
number of Israeli soldiers killed 
to 15 this year. Another 84 have 
been wounded. The Israeli-run 
South Lebanon Army has suf- 
fered heavier casualties over 
the same period with 31 killed, 
mostly by roadside bombs. 

Israel and the SLA are re- 
ported to have killed 28 Hezbol- 
lah guerrillas over the same 
period. 
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More US aid 


GULF CRISIS 


for enemies 


J-A'ML 


of Saddam 


• *: .' « 



in response to the Iraqi cri- 
sis. President Bill Clinton has 
committed the United States 
more deeply than ever to sup- 
porting the Iraqi opposition 
with the aim of overthrowing 
>. President Saddam Hussein. It 

V is a radical new (Erection for US 

policy on Iraq. 

Mr Clinton rlsimpH the US 
had already "deepened its en- 
gagement with the forces of 
change in Iraq”. He said: u 7fe 
will intensify that effort, work- 
ing with Congress to implement 
tile Iraq Liberation Act” 

This is something of an 
about-turn by the White House. 
Mr Clinton only signed the Act, 
under which $97m (£5Sm) in 
weapons and training will be 
made available to the Iraqi op- 
position, under duress from 
Republicans in Congress at 
the end of last month. Even 
then, the administration made 
no secret of the fact that it re- 
garded it as a futile gesture. 

Washington's experience in 
trying to overthrow President 

V Saddam, since 1991, has not 
been happy. The CIA, in par- 
ticular; has had its fingers re- 
peatedly burnt. In 1995 it 
supported efforts to destabilise 
the Iraqi leader by pinprick 
guerrilla warfare from bases in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. Thereafter it 
gave backing, with equal lack of 
success, to efforts by Iraqi 
officers to stage a coup d'etat. 

Critics argue that the US 
campaign was never entirely 
serious. Washington wanted 
President Saddam overthrown 
after the Gulf Wax; but only if he 
were replaced by somebody 
very similar. It wanted a coup, 
not a revolution. It did not want 
to do anything to benefit Iran, 
its other arch-enemy in tbe re- 
* gion. It had no difficulty in 
Irving with a weakened Presi- 
dent Saddam, who posed just 
enough of a threat to justify the 
stationing of American troops 
in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
This polity worked well for 
the five years after Iraq's defeat 


by Patrick cockburn 


in the Gulf Whr President Sad- 
dam weathered the uprisings 
by the Shia and the Kurds in 
1991 and the economic collapse 
of his country, but he was in no 
position to tafcp the initiative. 
Gradually this changed. At- 
tempts to get rid of him foiled. 
In 1996 he felt strong enough to 
intervene in the civil war being 
fought in Kur distan His tanfe* 
captured the Kurdish capital. 
ArbO, before withdrawing. 

The four confrontations be- 
tween the US and Iraq since 
then have finally led Washing- 
ton to decide that it cannot five 
with the Iraqi leaden His con- 
tainment, through economic 



Massood Barzani: Leader 
of the Kurds in Iraq 


sanctions and weapons in- 
spections, comes only at the 
cost of periodic crises and ndl> 
itary mobilisations. 

Effective action against Iraq 
requires changes in two fun- 
damental US policies. The first 
is hostility to Iran, which has a 
long, common border with Iraq. 
Without its co-operation the 
Iraqi opposition will have diffi- 
culty getting access to its own 
country. The US and tbe Irani- 
ans have moved closer, but 
probably not enough for effec- 
tive joint covert action. 

.* USpoficy towards the Kinds 
would also have to change. Tbe ' 
only organised abd- armed po-^ 
tential opponents of the Iraqi 


leader inside Iraq are Mas- 
sand Barzani, the leader of tbe 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
and Jalalal-Talabam, the head 
of the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan. Both have reached a 
modus vivendi with Baghdad. 
They are unlik^y to break it un- 
less they get guarantees that 
the US wfll defend them. 

The Iraqi o ppo siti on is split. 
It is impossible for it to operate 
in Iraq proper The Iraqi Na- 
tional Congress, led by Ahmed 
Chelabi, proposes putting mil- 
itary pressure on Baghdad 
through guerrilla action to hire 
Iraqi military units into chang- 
ing sides. It tried this strategy 
in Kurdistan in 1995 but says it 
was let down by Washington. 

The Iraqi National Accord, a 
London-based Iraqi group, tried 
to foment a cocqp in 1996, onfy to 
see ft btootfify crushed. 

The failure of the INC and the 
INA made tbe US administra- 
tion wary of such efforts to 
overthrow the Iraqi leader. It 
has resisted pressure from Con- 
gress to aid the INC. Seiate Re- 
publican leader; Trent Lott, 
forced through through tbe &aq 
liberation Act, in tbe teeth of 
opposition from the executive. 

The fact that Mr Clinton 
mentioned the Act favourabfy in 
Ms speech shows that he (toes 
not have Ms own poficy to deal 
with President Saddam, other 
than to maintain the ceasefire 

terms imposed on Iraq in 1991. 
He has therefore taken over 
Repubficanpo&qy which is to re- 
peat the CIAs successful sup- 
port of Afjghan rebels who 
opposed the pro-Soviet Kabul 
regime in the Eighties. 

It is unclear how far the 
White House has thought this 
through. A member of the Iraqi 
opposition recently in Wash- 
ington was struck “by the vac- 
uum of policy 5 ’. 

tt may be that US support for 
the Iraqi oppositidfttfaMri^j 
crease simpfy becau3fflral||$ 
knows what else to d3^jppj| 
President Saddam. 



Iraqi women shopping in Baghdad, where business carried on as normal after die resumption of co-operation with U us com Jamal Soldi 


Fury in Baghdad at Western ‘plot’ 


THE BIGGEST test of Iraq's wi- 
llingness to rejoin the in- 
ternational community of 
nations could happen as early 
as midday today. The weapons 
inspectors of tbe United Na- 
tions mission (Unscom) will 
then start their first foray into 
the murky underworld of Iraq's 
chemical and ^ biological 
weapons sites. ■■£(**•*? . : 


BY RICHARD DOWNES 
in Baghdad 


be to verify thalj&&cameras 
and diemical-setiM^ devices 
that were -left beMnoafter thefr 
abrupt departure- fast Wednes- 
day have not been damaged. 

Iraqi _ officials^have gone 


server said that Iraq “has cut 
the ground from undo- those 
drumming for pushing the Gulf 
region to the precipice ofwar”. 

“IBiHJ Clinton revealed Ms 
arrogance yesterday” the gov- 
ernment newspaper AJ-Jvm- 

bttffo said, conqtemingthri the 
United States President's com- 
ments were “full of provocation 
to ignite internal re- 
beDiatf?. AH the newspapers and 
Office! media SOttrceS maintain 
that Bfo government wffl give frill 
po-opebation to Unscom. 

. that Unscom is 
g$|f§raUS,plot to justjfy'the 
tnpnGPknce of sanctions is 
widespread, even among Iraqis 


with little love for their gov- 
ernment ‘‘The Americans have 
laid out their cards. They want 
an end to Radd*™ [Hussein] 
and they want their own people 
in power. I am very pes- 
simistic,” said one indepen- 
dent-minded Iraqi, who cannot 
be named. 

Meanwhile, most of the hu- 


ftrco-onfiziatiQgthefiowoffood 
said medicines into Iraq under 
the ofi-for-food programme 
have arrived back in Baghdad. 
They are trying to pick up the 
pieces of a programme that 
was put in jeopardy by their 
landfayfoede- 




draw its certification monitors 


at the bender without their au- 
thentication, suppliers cannot 
be paid for goods. 

The UN has ordered the 
Lloyd’s monitors back to their 
posts as soon as possible. Hu- 
manitarian workers will now 
have to prick up the pieces. Many 
perishable items are enroute to 
Iraq and have been caught in a 
bottleneck as the recent crisis 
brought trade to a halt 

Iraqis rely on the pro- 
gramme for the basics of life. 
Rice, flour, cooking oil and 
other items are supplied by 
the government but it would be 
impossible to survive on this ra- 
tion alone. Many find that they 
have to supplement their diet 
by any means possible to keep 
body and soul together One of 


the least-emphasised effects 
of a US and British bombing 
campaign would have been the 
end of the oii-for-food deal and 
probably every UN pro- 
gramme. The effects are like- 
ly to have been every bit as bad 
as any bombing - sending Iraq 
back to the days or hunger 
and panic which followed the 
Gulf Whr in 1991. 

Testing the goodwill of the 
Iraqi leadership has become a 
major part of the work of the 
United Nations. The AJ-Thawra 
daffy newspaper commented 
that Iraq was committed to its 
relations with Unscom in line 
with word and spirit of Secajri- 
ty Council resolutions. The next 
few days will show whether 
that is the truth. 
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CGU Direct that's who. •^ggggjgiBpssfl 
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Habibie fears takeover by military 



A solitary student protester defiantly sitting in front of a line of soldiers in Jakarta yesterday 


Reuters 


THE GOVERNMENT of die In- 
donesian President, B J Habi- 
bie. does not have full control 
over its armed forces andis Hy- 
ing in fear of a mlKtaiy take- 
over according to a senior 
member of his personal staff 
In remarks that will cause re- 
newed alarm over the political 
stability of Indonesia, Mr Habi- 
bie’s spokeswoman, Dewi Ebr- 
tuna Anwar; said violent 
disturbances, such as those in 
which at least 16 people died in 
Jakarta last Friday could be 
used by the miStary as an excuse 
to seize power She also re- 
vealed that military comman- 
ders did not tell the President 
about last week’s deaths until 
more than five hours after poBoe 
and sol (fiers fired plastic bullets 
indiscriminately into crowds of 
unarmed demonstrators. 

The first shots were fired at 
about 3. 40pm, and foreign jour- 
nalists saw the body trf a student 
killed by a plastic bullet soon 
after 4pm. But, according to Ms 
Dewi, the President was first 
told about the disturbances at 
9.30pm shortly before delivering 
the closing speech at a special 
session of parliament Tf it is 


By Richard Lloyd Parky 
In Jakarta 

true that be has not been in- 
formed them tf course that woi> 
ties me," Ms Dewi told Hie 
Independent Asked whether 
the gover nment bad full su- . 
premacy over the military she 

said: “N ot yet We are not in a 

democracy yet 
^br fee i»st 32 years, ti^rrah 
itary has been the senior party 
in our poBticd system and that 
is what we are trying to change. 
Hwe open the way to street con- 
frontation ... we are actually 
handing out the sticks to the nul- 
itary, and that is what we have 
to preve n t If you. have con- 
frratatwns,Iam scared that the 
civilian authority will not have 
control and fiie military will say 
enough fs enough, we are letting 
loose too quSckty? 

Ms DewFs remarks explain 
much about the recent pubSc 
statements by Mr Habibie, who 
bagcooapiicaroiflyfefledtocon- 
<tonn the actions of the militaiy 
and appeare to be blaming' thie 
student and opposition move- 
ment for Friday’s vkrieaoe. The 
streets of Jakarta were calm for 


a second consecutive day yes- 
terday but the police continued 
to arrest for questioning oppo- 


Indoneaansfearis a crackdown 
on critics of the government. 

In a televised broadcast, the 
President offered condolences 
to foe families of those killed and 
promised to take “firm actum 
against those who have violat- 
ed the law, including the secu- 
rity forces”. But he Mamed the 
unrest on unspecified groups 
plotting to oust his government 

“The students’ movement, a 
bearer ctf morel messages, has 
been spoilt by irresponsible 
groups that want to make use 

of the students to their own ob- 
jective of attacking the gov- 
ernment," he said, flanked by 
the armed forces commander, 
LKJen Wiranto, and his pre- 
decessor; the Political and Se- 
curity Affairs minister, Feisal 
Tapping. "TheNowniber IS in- 
cident constitutes a fresh ex- 
ample for all of us of how 
dangerous mid costiyanarchic 
actions can be.” • 

Eleven people have been 


□one had been formally charged f . 
They included Sri Bin tang Pa- • . 
immgtas,aformerpoliticaipri5- 
oner who was released last May 
fr om a s entenre imposed for in- 
sulting 1 ' the former president 
General Suharto, and Ali 


$ 


the police, akhouffi by last night 


cabinet minister and bitter crit- 
ic of Mr Habibie. Early yester- 
day, three more prominent 
opposition figures were arrest- 
ed, including the soothsayer 

Pennadi Sairio Wwobo. 

A police spokesman said 
there would be further sum- 
monses. “From the investiga- 
tion and interrogation, there 
have been violations of the law 
c ove ring conspiracy to acts of 
treason and to topple a legiti- 
mate government,” Brigadier 
Togar Sianipar said. 

Indonesia’s controversial 
“subversion" laws were regu- 
larly used to suppress critics of 
Mr Suharto's so-called “New 
Onto" regime until demons- 
trations and riots forced turn to 
resign last May. Yesterday, the 
Muslim leaden Abdurrahman 
Wahid, said that “the mention 
of subversionis just an effort to 
divert public attention”. 
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EU auditor 
protests at 
lost £3bn 


LAX BRITISH Customs 
controls are criticised in a 
damning annual report from the 
European Union's spending 
watchdog, which claims that 
£3bn. or 5 per cent, of the Com- 
munity's budget could not be 
properly accounted for last year 
For the fourth year running. 
Bernhard Friedmann, presi- 
dent of the EU Court of Audi- 
tors, will refuse to certify the 
annual accounts when he 
presents them to the European 
Parliament this morning be- 
cause of the scale of financial ir- 
regularity, waste, mismanage- 
ment and loose controls. Some 
of the discrepancies are “hon- 
est mistakes", the report says, 
but outright fraud, in some 
cases, cannot be ruled out 
The report will be used as a 
stick with which to beat the Eu- 
ropean Commission. In it Brus- 
sels is accused of perpetuating 
a “spending culture" that mea- 
sures the success of a project, 
or a policy, by the amount spent 
rather than the result achieved 
But local regional and na- 
tional authorities, who handle 
80 per cent of the money, are 
also accused of dishing out re- 
gional and farm funds reck- 
lessly. or. of turning a blind eye 
when farmers claim too many 
animals in their herds or flocks. 

One of the worst examples of 
waste in the report is £600m 
spent on trying to improve safe- 
ty at dangerous nuclear power 
plants in the former Soviet 
Union since the Chernobyl dis- 
aster. Firms of Western con- 
sultants pocketed huge profits 
by sub-contracting work to 
Russian experts, while charg- 
ing the EU 15 times the rate the 
experts were paid. 

Safety studies were com- 


by Katherine Butler 
in Brussels 

missioned, ala cost of £30m,but 
only one report had been sub- 
mitted to fixe Russian authori- 
ties by June 1997, li years 
after Chernobyl. The report 
blames a constantly changing 
staff as well as sloppy book- 
keeping and administration in 
the relevant Brussels unit. 

Britain is criticised for 22 
years of ignoring its obligation 
to organise checks on imports 
of New Zealand butter at a loss 
to EU taxpayers of nearly 
£300m in levies by Customs. 
Most of the money cannot be 
recovered now, file auditors 
complained 

Grants to fishermen were 
another source of waste and 
fraud In one case, money was 
allocated to modernise five 
Portuguese boats but the au- 
ditors found they had all sunk 
years previously. 

All EU governments are also 
accused of failing to collect 
VAT properly, leading to a 
shortfall of nearly £50bn a year. 
This affects both national ex- 
chequers and the ElTs coffers. 

In a separate report the 
Court of Auditors looted at agri- 
cultural spending, which ab- 
sorbs more than £30bn each 
year. They found that six years 
after reforms designed to cut 
support to the richest fanners. 
4 per cent of them still receive 
40 per cent of the subsidies. 

■ Neil Kuinock, the European 
transport commissioner, yes- 
terday backed calls for new in- 
vestment projects to create 
jobs, as Europe’s socialist fi- 
nance ministers prepared an 
initiative to put employment at 
the top of the economic agenda. 


Hard times in 
Monte Carlo 


FRANCE SHOULD consider 
turning off all the lights in the 
Principality of Monaco if the 
tiny country refuses to put its 
legal and financial house in 
older. This drastic threat to cut 
off the electricity - first used, 
with great success, by Gener- 
al de Gaulle 35 years ago - was 
re-activated yesterday by the 
august and influential news- 
paper Le Monde. 

It was time for the French 
government to play tough with 
this “Disneyland for million- 
aires. proriding a refuge for 
cheats", the newspaper said. 

Monaco, consisting of one 
square mile, surrounded by 
France, imports all its elec- 
tricity from its giant neighbour. 
De Gaulle’s successful threat in 
1963 to cut off the power was a 
“precedent worthy of study" by 
the present French govern- 
ment. Le Monde said. 

Relations between Monaco 
and France, which partly ad- 
ministers the principality, haw 
been severely strained for two 
years The row centres on al- 
legations of widespread money- 
laundering in the country’s 50 
independent banks 'one bank 


By John Lichfield 
In Paris 

for every 600 permanent resi- 
dents). According to Le Monde. 
young and eager investigating 
judges in the principality’ (ap- 
pointed by France) have com- 
plained of interference in their 
work. The interference comes, 
it is alleged, partly from the 
royal palace and partly from an 
older guard of magistrates and 
judges (also appointed by 
France). 

The French government re- 
cently overruled Prince Rainier 
and refused to extend the man 
date of the principality's chief 
prosecutor, a French official 
suspected of taking too lax a 
view of financial investigations. 

Le Monde said that Monaco 
was passing laws of banking se- 
crecy, denying the concept of 
embezzlement and accepting 
the proceeds of organised 
crime and lax fraud. 

The Monaco authorities said 
they were doing everything in 
their power to discourage 
money-laundering and that 
their judicial system was the 
most independent in the world. 
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terror in Bombay 


Prostitution is one of the main businesses for gangsters in an increasingly lawless Bombay Katz Pictures 


BOMBAY IS losing its nerve 
and its nharm India’s most 
dynamic city has fallen prey to 
a wave of crime that has left 88 
people dead this year. 

Bombay’s gangsters, their 
normal sources of revenue shut 
down or drastically curtailed, 
are resorting to extorting 
money from deeply respectable 
city businesses and profes- 
sionals of all sorts. Terrified of 
being murdered for refusing 
their dpmaTidSj businessmen 
have already begun moving 
out of the city. 

Bombay has always had its 
share of gangster activity, but 
formerly they knew their place. 
Gangsters involved in gold 
sm uggling or prostitution oc- 
casionally rubbed out their ri- 
vals. In the Eighties they 
climbed aboard the property 
gravy train and grew rich that 
way. But today with property 
prices as much as 40 per cent 


BY PETER P0PH4M 
in Delhi 
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desperate. 

There is nothing. , sleazy 
about Kemps Comer: it i&obe 
of the more glitzy shopping 
sections of south Bombay. Sunil 
Sharma (not his real namg, 
for obvious reasons) has run a 
restaurant here for many 
years, and has long been re- 
signed to the fact that to stay 
peacefully in business he must 
pay baksheesh both to the po- 
lice and the local dado, or 
crime boss. 

But in the past six months 
the situation has got campletefr 
out of hand; gangsters claiming 
allegiance to as many as 2® dif- 
ferent outfits have telephoned 
or visited, demanding money. 
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Bal Thackeray whose word 
is law in the violent city 
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So for he has refused to pay any 
of them, knowing that if be 
pays one, the rest will find out 
andhewfflenduphavingtopay 
all of them. 

But it is a game of nerves, 
and each brutal death in thetifr 
adds to tiie pressure. A month 
ago Deepak Shetty, who ran a 
private dime in the suburb of 
Kafyan, was shot dead in day- 
light outside his dinic. 

Like Mr Sharma, Dr Shetty 
had faced many extortion de- 
mands, but had refused to com- 
ply. Finally (me of the gangs 
chose to demonstrate the con- 
sequences. Other professionals 
are muter «dnriUr threat, in- 
chiding architects, accoimta^ 
and lawyers. 

Since Dr Shelly's murder; 
Bombay has been racked by a 
dozen other shootings- Victims 
have included a jeweller; an- 
other doctor; builders and sev- 
eral hoteliers. 

For every man gunned 
down, dozens arhundreds of co- 
professionals are quaking in 
their boots, and scrabbling for 
the wherewithal to pay off the 
gangsters. Bombay is paying 
the price for a long history of 
corrupt politics and brutal but 
erratic policing. The most pow- 
erful man in the city; the boss 
of the mrtrpTWA nationalistic 
Shiv Sena parly the former 
cartoonist Bal Thackeray, com- 
ports himself like a gang leader, 
last week, when a play in which 


he was depicted was about to 
have its inaugural performance 
in the city, he arranged to have 
it bang ed. Though he holds no 
.• elective post his word has long 
~ been law in the dty. 

Conversely, the man said by 
the police and the media to be 
the most powerful gangster in 
the dty ArunGawli recently re- 
branded hims elf as a purer- - 
than -driven-snow politician. Mr 
Gawli has more than a dozen 
serious criminal charges pend- 
ing against him, but is out on 
bail because no one will testily 
against him. 

Even while on remand in jail 
a year ago, he continued to run 
his gang with an iron hand. 
sometime s even forcing his ex- 
tortion victims to come to see 
him in his cell. 

But recently he has taken a 
different tack, donning the 
Nehru cap and the homespun 
Randhian cotton of the political 
class, and floating his own po- 
litical parly, ostensibly to fight 
the corruption of Mr Thacker- 
ay’s Shiv Sena. 

He also claims to have be- 
come deeply religious. “This 
part of my life I have dedicat- 
ed to God.” he solemnly told a 
foreign journalist last week. 
The police, however, say he is 
a cold-blooded killer and that he 
continues to carry out his ex- 
tortionary activities as ruth- 
lessly as ever. 

As the gunshots echo and 
the police, who in the past have 
been criticised for killing gang- 
sters in cold blood and passing 
off the killing s as “encounter” 
deaths, decline to take effective 
action, Bombay’s traders are 
threatening to take matters 
into their own hands. The Fed- 
eration of Associations of Ma- 
harashtra, an organisation that 
embraces 750 traders' bodies in 
the state of which Bombay is 
the capital has decided to fund 
and organise its own defence 
groups. 

The alternative, it seems, is 
to get out of town. Two hotels 
and 10 private hospitals are said 
to have shut up shop in the past 
few weeks. 


French spy 
detested 
US alliance 


THE FRENCH Nato spy who 
gave military secrets to the 
Serbs acted from hatred of the 
United States, more than out of 
sympathy for Belgrade, ac- 
cording to the French press. 

Because of his motivation, 
Commandant Pierre-Henri 
Bun el is on the way to becom- 
ing a hero in some sections of 
the French media. An article in 
the anti-American, but other- 
wise intelligent magazine Mor- 
ionne yesterday compared him 
to, among others, General de 
Gaulle, Joan of Arc and Sir 
Thomas More. 

Commandant Bunel was 
convinced that France's real in- 
terests lay with “natural al- 
lies”, such as the Serbian 
President, Slobodan Milosevic, 
and Iraq's Pres dent, Saddam 
Hussein, according to Le Fi- 
garo newspaper: He believed 
that the country was “hogtied” 
by its alliance frith the US, 
and its membership of the 
Washington-dominated United 
Nations security coundL 

Fai from being a traitor. 
Commandant Bunel apparent- 
ly regards himself as a French 
hero. His lawyer says that he 
feels no shame, since his mo- 
tives were “noble". By giving 
Belgrade details of likely Nato 
air-raid targets, he is convinced 
that he was promoting “peace” 
fay encouraging the Serbian 
leadership to end its dispute 
with the Western alliance over 
the behaviour of its forces in 
Kosovo. 

The fresh revelations will ir- 
ritate the French government 
which had been congratulating 
itself an its successful handling 
of the incident As both Le 
Monde and Le Figaro pointed 
out one of the oddest aspects of 

’RimpT" k th at Hip whig. 

Ue was blown -publicly -by the 
French government itself. 

“Even a year ago, this sad 
story would have been dealt 
with within the family” said Le 
Figaro. In other words. Com- 
mandant Bunel would have 
been quietly moved elsewhere 
or ejected from the military. 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

The Jospin government de- 
cided instead to publicise the 
case and to place Commandant 
Bunel under formal investiga- 
tion for “communication with a 
foreign power”. The decision is 
part of a broader drive to open- 
ness and accountability under 
Lionel Jospin., the Socialist 
Prime Minister But confessing 
to the problem was also judged 
to be good media tactics. If the 
affair was covered up but 
leaked to the US press, it was 
decided. It might cause a 
media hue-and-cry on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

The tactics have proved as- 
tute. The affair has received rel- 
atively modest and restrained 
coverage. Paris. Washington 
and Brussels have agreed that 
the incident is closed. 

The French media remain 
fascinated, however, with the 
character and motivation of 
Commandant Bunel. Le Fi- 
garo, which traced many of his 
former army colleagues, said 
that he became anti-American 
after serving on the liaison 
staff between French and US 
forces in Saudia Arabia during 
the 1990-91 Gulf War. iCom- 
mandant Bunel was one of only 
five French officers to receive 
an American campaign m ed al.) 

Contrary to earlier reports, 
it appears that the officer is not 
anti-Muslim and not particu- 
larly pro -Serb. His experiences 
in the Gulf convinced him that 
France was being forced by its 
political membership of the 
Western alliance, to serve 
American interests rather thao 
its own. “He wasn't really pro- 
Serb or pro -Arab. He' was. 
above all, anti-American,” said 
one French colonel, who used 
to serve with the spy. 

Commandant Bunel made 
tittle secret of his opinions, nos- 
ing the awkward question' for 
the French government: why 
was such a man attached to the 
staff of the French military of- 
fice at Nato headquarters? 
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Hie hijacked Lufthansa jet photographed at Dubai in 1977 on its way to Mogadishu, where it was stormed by German troops Po p pe r fa to 

Germany releases its 
‘most wanted’ terrorist 


GERMAN JUSTICE finally 
caught up with one of its most 
wanted terrorists yesterday 
and promptly let her go. In a 
fitting finale to a trial riddled 
with farce, a middle-aged moth- 
er of three was convicted of 
supplying the weapons used in 
the notorious hijacking of a 
Lufthansa airliner to Moga- 
dishu in 1977. 

Her punishment appeared to 
reflect not so much the seri- 
ousness of her alleged crime, 
but the solidity of the evidence 
against hen resting as it did on 
confessions of a Mossad agent 
taped in a Lebanese jafl. For her 
role in one of Germany’s worst 
terrorist crimes, Monika Haas 
was sentenced to five years. 
Since she has already served 
two and a half years while on 
trial, she was allowed to return 
to her small Frankfurt apart- 
ment on probation. 

Haas’s conviction appears 
to dear up one of the last great 
mysteries of the “German au- 
tumn'’: the catacly smi c events 
that climaxed in the storming of 
a hi jflpfcpH T aifthangfl nfr rraft in 


BYIMRE KARACS 
in Bonn 


lWngarfishn Somalia, the mur- 
der of the industrialist Hanns- 
Martrn Schleyer, and the 
apparent suicides in prison of 
Andreas Baader and two other 
teadersoftoeHedAnqyFhctkzn. 

Most of the central players 
in the bloodiest episode in Ger- 
many's post-war history have 
since been killed or captured. 
But the blonde who smuggled 
the grenades, guns and deto- 
nator in a pram to the hijack- 
ers in Majorca in October 1977 
had never been caught 

The terrorists, demanding 
the release of their German and 
Palestinian comrades from jails 
around the wold, murdered the 
pilot and riiimp prihisshntfynnthft 
airport asphalt Three of the 
four hijackers were killed when 
German special troops stormed 
the aircraft in Mogadishu. 

' -t is ’fcuere the matter 
stood until five years ago, when 
Monika Haas, a divorced equal- 
opportunities officer **.t Frank- 
fort university was led away 



Haas: Denies involvement 
in Palestinian hijack 


from her suburban home on the 
admittedly dubious evidence of 
mcriminatmg Stasi documents. 
Her children had to fend for 
themselves. 

Haas, nicknamed “Pretty 
Wwnan" in the underground, 
seemed to fit the investigators’ 
picture of the blonde who had 
hidden the weapons in sweet- 
tins under her three-month-dd 
girl She had entered the world 
of urban guerrillas in 1975, had 
attended a Palestinian training 


camp, and a year later was 
caught in Kenya in possession 
ofa letter canyiz^ instructions 
for a commando attack on an 1s- 
raeii aircraft. She married Zaki 
Helou, the leader in Yemen of 
the hard-line Popular Front for 
the liberation of Palestine. 

Yet she denies involvement 
in the Mogadishu job, and re- 
turned to Germany after her 
marriage broke up in the Eight- 
ies, upon official assurances 
that she was not being sought 
by the authorities. 

But investigators renewed 
their interest in Haas when they 
discovered her name in Stasi 
files after German reunification 
She challenged that evidence 
successfully in court, but then 
the prosecution produced a 
witness, Suhafla Andrawes, the 
only one of four Palestinians 
who survived Mogadishu. 

German prosecutors per- 
suaded Andrawes to testify 
against Haas in return for a re- 
duced sentence. Andrawes 
obliged, but then recanted. Her 
evidence was as unreliable as 
the Stasi papers, the Frankfort 


court ruled yesterday. But the 
Germans found, several 
months into the trial, another 
witness. Languishing in a 
Lebanese jail was Andrawes’ 
former husband, Said Ah SEm. 
Gorman detectives spent three 
days interviewing Slim in his 
ceU This testimony, produced 
by a man jailed for treachery, 
led to Haas’s conviction. 

S&n described trareBfog wife 
Haas and her daughter from Al- 
giers to Majorca, to rendezvous 
with the hijackers. His account 
was so detailed as to be beyond 
reproach, the prosecution said. 
Because of his incarceration, die 
defence had do chance to cross- 
examine him. Slim has since had 
his sentence reduced. 

Haas and civil liberties 
groups following her case say 
she is the victim of a miscar- 
riage of justice. “Our impres- 
sion was that the judges wore 
under pressure to convict hen 
so as to justify this inordinate- 
ly long trial," Frank Haas, her 
oldest son, said. Monika Haas 
is appealing to Germany’s high- 
est court against the verdict 


Local car thief aids a 
foreigner in distress 

STREET LIFE 

SAMOTECHNV LANE. MOSCOW 


THE DOORBELL rang. I 
looked through the spy hole. 
A policeman was standing in 
the corridor outside. I opened 
up and he came in, stamping 
fixe snow off his boots. 

It was Constable Bocharov 
wanting to know how he could 
get hold of my landlady's 
grandson. I told him and he 
was about to go when he 
thought to say: “You shouldn’t 
have done that, you know.” 

“What?” lasted. 

“Open the door to a 
stranger ” 

“But you’re a policeman," 
1 told him. 

He replied: “You should 
never open the door Not even 
to the police. This area is full 
of bandits. They could dress 
up as the police. Those neigh- 
bours of yours at number 13. 
they’re bad lads.” 

i knew’ he meant Lyosha, 
t&echeerfullocal carthfefc and 
his mates. They had never 
done me any’ harm. But per- 
haps Constable Bocharov was 
right and I should be more 
careful 

The doorbell rang again. 
“Who’s there?" I demanded 
through the metal door. In the 
spy hole. I could see an un- 
savoury-looking fellow in a 
ginger for hat “Phan," he 
bellowed through the door. 
Having already given myself 
away, I pretended not to be in. 
I saw him make a dismissive 
gesture and lope away 1 went 
back to roy reading. 

About two hours lata; the 
meaning of “phari” suddenly 
hit me. It had not beat Com- 
rade Phari, wanting to rob me 
because I was a rich West- 
erner firing among poor Rus- 
sians. It bad been a neighbour 
trying to do me a good turn. 

“Phari" is the Russian 
word for “headlamps" and 
the man had been trying to tell 
me that I had parked my car 
and left mine switched on. 1 
rushed downstairs to find the 
battery in my Niva as flat as 


a pancake without any caviar 
on iL That same night the win- 
terof 1998 officially began The 
temperature plunged to 
minus 16C, the hardest No- 
vember frost recorded in 
Moscow for the past 30 years. 

lf you are warm and well 
fed. the legendary Russian 
winter can have its good skies. 
Most Russians love it, in fact 
seeing it as the natural state 
of affairs while the short sum- 
mer is as an aberration. 

My local pond, called An- 
dropov's Puddle, looks as ro- 
mantic as a Breughel 
painting. Children skate, fruit 
traders sell mandarins from 



Motorists stay one step 
ahead of the traffic police 


glass cases and women walk 
dogs in little coats that match 
their own. 

But winter is the bane of dri- 
vers. Most of my neighbours 
have put their precious cars 
away in “rakushti” (shells), 
pavement-side metal garages 
that open and close (ike con- 
certinas. They will not get 
them out again until spring 
when they wfli be needed for 
the economically vital trip to 
the dacha to plant potatoes. 

Only Lyosha and the bad 
lads are still tinkering around 
with their various cars. And 
another neighbour, the highly 
respectable handyman Oleg, 
whose winter work indudes 
clambering on to roofs and 
breaking off the iddes so they 


do not drop like swab awl 
foil unsuspecting passers by 
When morning came, I fefl 
on their mow In bis battered 
ex-army four-wheel -drive. 
Oleg dragged me up and down 
Uir road on a rope, uytngto 
gel my car stoned. He would . 
never allow his wife to drive. 
Russian women should be at 
the stove, boiling up “pel-, 
muni" idumpUngs). Bui as a 
foreign woman, I am a crea- 
ture from another pUmuL - 
“It’s no use." commented 
Lyosha, fag in mouth. “YouH 
have to get a new battery TO 
drive you down to 'Vtizhriv 
Port." And so we went to the 
enormous car parts market 
near the Moscow River's 
Southern Port, a Mecca for 
“muzhiki" irval Russian meat 
who. in the absence of a prop- 
er system of service stations, 
all fix their own cars. 

In Soviet times, when free 
enterprise was illegal there 
was a black market in car 
parts. Drivers would go to 
appointed road junctions and , 
meet in huddles to be told the 
latest venue for the moving 
market always keeping- 
one step ahead of the police, j 
they would continue on to 1 
some lay-by or side road fora 
surreptitious excliangc of 
cash and windscreen wipers. 

Yuzhny Port, though out in 
the open, is still a black mar- 
ket in a way since (he mafia 
which runs it almost certain- 
ly under -dedare to the tax 
man. It is not a place in which 
to finger f bought a battery and 
an air freshener and we left 
Later, when Lyosha and the 
bad lads were helping me to in- 
stall the battery. Constable 
Bocharov plodded by (He does 
not have a patrol cart ttfe nod- 
ded to each other lam grale- 
folforhis security advice. I am 
sure he is right about crime. 
And 2 hope he has not got the 

wrong idea about the Engfcsh- 

woman at number IS. 

HELEN WOMACK 
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Vodafone 

0ne20ne 

Cellnet 

Talk time back for lost calls 

/ 




Inclusive talk time every month 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Rollover minutes 

/ 


/ 


Free itemised billing 

* 


/ 


Free calls to freephone numbers 

/ 

■J 


/ 


All international calls 20% less 





than BT standard rates 

y 




Free switching between tariffs 

/ 

/ 

/ 

S 

Free talk time as loyalty rewards 

y 



/ 

3 year warranty on all new phones 

f 

•/ 




14 day phone return 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Free complete 24 hour customer services 

/ 




12 months phone insurance 





24 hour replacement service 



- 


EFR Enhanced digital sound 

y 




Conference calling 

./ 





Because ail Orange Talk Plans give you a host of inclusive benefits, 
you can be sure you're getting the best value for money. What’s more, the Orange Value Promise means 
that if another network offers a tariff that you think would suit you better, we'll give you the 
equivalent on the Orange network. For more information call 0800 80 10 80 or visit www.orange.co.uk 
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Comparison based on standard digital network tariffs and services based 
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Allied Carpets still weighing offers 

at.! .reo CARPETS said yesterday it was still considering 
offers for the entire company following the sale of its 
troubled Carpetland subsidiary to Carpetright for £13.75 m. 
The offers include one from Alchemy, the venture capital 
group, at less than 60p per share. 

Allied said it had received expressions of interest at 67p 
a share, but that after the sale of Carpetland and an 
improving sales performance in remaining stores it cannot 
recommend an offer at this leveL Allied Carpets shares 
closed 0.5p higher yesterday at 52.5p. Carpetright, run by 
Lord Harris of Peckham, has bought 29 stores from Allied, 
including two that trade under the Harris Carpets name. 

Ousted Fisher chief’s £i.1m payoff 

NEIL ENGLAND, ousted as 


ALBERT FISHER 


Share price, pence 



chief executive of the 
Albert Fisher food group 
last month, is in line for a 
payoff of £l.lm, it emerged 
yesterday. The sum will fuel 
the “rewards for failure 
debate” as Mr England 
presided over a halving of 
Albert Fisher profits and a 
share price collapse during 
his two-year tenure as chief 
executive. 

According to the company's 
latest annual report. Albert Fisher has struck a deal 
with Mr England under which he will be paid up to 
£470,850 in the current year, £565,020 next year and 
£94,170 the year after. The company said the payments 
would cease if Mr England found another job, although 
it will have to make up the difference for two years if 
the new salary is lower. 

Emap looks to US for expansion 

EMAP, the magazine publishing group, is considering plans 
to expand into the US market by linking up with a local 
publishing house. Emap chief executive, Kevin Hand, said 
he had received numerous approaches from US publishers 
keen to launch FHM. the group’s men’s magazine. “1 don't 
think we’ll license the title because that usually m eans low 
reward for low risk.” He said the company might create a 
joint venture to introduce FHM and other Emap titles, 
such as health magazine Top Sante and new women's 
magazine Red in the US. His comments were made as 
Emap shrugged off worries about a possible slowdown in 
advertising spending with an 11 per cent rise in underlying 
pre-tax profits for the six months to September. 

Investment column, page 25 
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Axa poised for £2.5bn 
GRE insurance bid 


AXA, the world's biggest insur- 
er, is considering a £2.5bn 
takeover of Britain's Guardian 
Royal Exchange in an effort to 
boost its presence in the UK 
market A move could be 
imminent some sources say. 

Any bid would be almost 
certain to be made through 
Sun Life and Provincial Hold- 
ings, Axa’s separately quoted 
UK offshoot although Axa 
might have to step in to help 
fund the deal. 

GRE, the smallest of the 
British composite insurers with 
a market capitalisation of 
around £2.4bn, has embarked 
on an internal restructuring 
aimed at giving the group a 
chance of remaining indepen- 
dent in the medium term. 

However; the City remains 


By Jeremy Warner 
and Andrew Garfield 

sceptical about GRE's long- 
term future and is still an gling 
for a takeover bid for the group. 
Some big City investors believe 
GRE is too small to survive in 
a fast-consolidating insurance 
sector and are unconvinced 
about the prospects for grow- 
ing tile PPP healthcare busi- 
ness when the Government is 
mmmift pri to building up the 
National Health Service. 

One of the mam obstacles to 
a deal could be GRE’s chief ex- 
ecutive, John Robins, who is 
determined to keep the group 

independent 

Axa has made no secret of i ts 
wish to expand by acquisition 
in the UK Itis also teen to grow 


the UK shareholder base of Sun 
Life and Provincial, which is 72 
per cent owned by Axa. 

Axa has been seeking to 
build its position in home and 
motor insurance on the back of 
its sponsorship of football's FA 
Cup. GRE’s £3 00m UK and 
Irish motor book would give the 
firm much-needed bulk in a 
competitive market 

Axa chairman Claude Be- 
bear admitted some months 
ago that be had been targeting 
a company in the UK quoted 
sector but had been put off by 
the high prices financial assets 
were fetching. 

However; since then GRE's 
share price has fallen more 
than 30 per cent: the shares 
dosed yesterday at 275p, bare- 
ly in line with its net asset value. 


Sun Life and Provincial has 
a market value of around £4bn. 
Axa. its parent, is capitalised at 
E25bn and would have no prob- 
lem finding the cash to pay for 
the right acquisition 

Axa’s last major UK move 
was to merge its existing Equity 
& Law business with Sun Life, 
where it had acquired a con- 
trolling stake through the all- 
French insurance merger with 
UAP in 1996. Axa, which con- 
trols Equitable life in the US 
and National Mutual in Aus- 
tralia. is also keen to build up 
its UK shareholder base. A 
mergerwith a UK player would 
be the obviois route to this goaL 
Executives at Axa were last 
night unavailable to respond to 
questions about a bid for GRE. 
A spokeswoman said later 


“This is market rumour It is not 
our policy to comment." A 
senior executive of GRE said he 
was not aware of any approach 
from Axa. 

Analysts said yesterday that 
the injection of Guardian’s 
sm all life insurance business 
into PPP the healthcare busi- 
ness acquired earlier this year, 
had made GRE more rather 
than less attractive to any 
predator. 

“The restructuring is too lit- 
tle. too late. Sun Life will be buy- 
ing into a business where 
someone has already done the 
hard worts for them.” said 
Matthew Wright, insurance an- 
alyst at Daiwa. “It is not on 
overly compelling deal for 
them, but there aren't any mas- 
sively obvious fits left." 


Formula One calms inquiry fears 


By Peter thal Larsen 

FORMULA ONE, the secretive 
company run by Benue Eccle- 
stone, yesterday tried to quash 
worries about an investigation 
into its affairs by the European 
Commission which are threat- 
ening to scupper its plans to 
raise $2bn from the sale of cor- 
porate bonds. 

Formula One Administra- 
tion, the holding company re- 
sponsible for issuing the bonds, 
yesterday rushed out a state- 
ment stressing its belief that is- 
sues raised by the Commission 
investigation “have now been, 
or can be, dealt with’'. 

The statement contradicts 
an investigation by the BBC 
Panorama programme, broad- 
cast last nigh t, which alleged 
that Mr Ecclestone had made 
misleading statements about 
tiie Commission investigation 
in an attempt to convince in- 
vestors to buy the bonds. 

The roadshow to sell the 
bonds moved into top gear yes- 
terday, with 200 potential in- 
vestors convening ata London 
hotel to hear a presentation 
about the company's prospects. 

Fbrmula One Administration 
is attempting to raise cash by 
selling bonds backed by future 
revenues from the sale of live 
television rights to Fbrmula One 
races. Revenues from the rights 
are expected to grow over the 
next few years following the 
launch of digital television, which 
enables viewers to choose the 
camera angles from which they 
want to watch the race. 

Fbrmula One Administra- 
tion's grip on the rights could be 



Benue Ecclestone, bead of Fbrmula One, met investors in London yesterday as eurobond sale gets under way 


jeopardised by the Commis- 
sion inquiry which aims to de- 
termine whether the company's 
15-year deal with the Federation 
International Automotive, the 
governing body, to secure the 
rights is anti -competitive. 

Panorama claimed the 
Commission disagreed with 
Fbrmula One Administration’s 


suggestion that issues rased by 
the investigation could be dealt 
with. But toe company yester- 
day pointed out that toe Com- 
mission had not issued a formal 
statement of objection. 

The bond issue, which is 
shrouded in secrecy; follows a 
failed attempt by Mr Eccle- 
stone to float Fbrmula One on 


toe stock market last year. He 
has yet to disclose what the 
$2bn he raises will be used for 
Meanwhile, Warburg, Pin- 
cus, the fund management 
group, yesterday took an equity 
stake in Jordan Grand Prix, the 
Fbnmite One raring team run by 
Eddie Jordan, for an undis- 
closed sum. The move comes 


after Mr Jordan admitted he was 
keen to attract outside invest- 
ment. Dominic Shorthouse, 
managing director of Warburg, 
Pinois in London said: “Eddie 
Jordan has demonstrated aQ 
toe qualities of a dynamic and 
successful entrepreneur We 
now have the platform to build 
a championship winning team." 


C&W in 
£ 600 m 
plan for 
a Euro 
network 


BY MICHAEL HAKKtfON 


CABLE & WIRELESS yester- 
day unvoted plans to expand its 
European telecoms business at 
least tenfold through a CGOum 
investment in a new network 
linking 40 cities un the Conti- 
nent. 

The ambitious five year pro- 
| gramme could see C&Ws rev- 
enues in Europe burgeoning 
from about £l00m a year now 
to well over £lbn by early next 
century- 

In the first phase of the ex- 
pansion. C&W is spending 
about £Z20m to acquire enough 
capacity on existing transmis- 
sion and fibre -optic networks to 
provide a voice, Internet and 
data network linking 23 cities in- 
cluding Paris. Brussels. Berlin. 
Amsterdam. Rome. Geneva 
and Madrid. 

Separately. C&W intends tu 
start up new operations in 
Frankfurt and Dussoldorf to 
serve the German market. The 
expansion will create 1,000 jobs 
although the vast bulk of these 
will be in continental Europe. 

The decision to roll out its 
own network follows the col- 
lapse of the planned alliance be- 
tween C&W and Teleeom Italia 
Stephen Pettit executive di- 
rector of global business at 
C&W tod not rule out an even 
tual link-up with the Italians, or 
other strategic partners. 

But he said that any alliance 
partner would have to add 
value to the C&W network. 

C&W intends to target the 

network at business customers, 

such as large multi-nationals, 
and as part of the marketing is 
launching its first pan-Euro- 
pean advertising campaign. 

Mr Pettit said that the aim 
was to double revenues each 
year for the next few years. Tf 
C&W achieved that target, then 
sales could be as high as £3bn 
by 2004. BT has set itself a tar- 
get of generating £4bn of rev- 
enue from Europe by 2007. 

Europe is the second biggest 
telecoms market in the world 
worth about ElOObn a year. 

Mr Pettit said toe expansion 
would transform C&tTs pres- 
ence in Europe from "corner 
shops on A-roads to hyper- 
markets on motorways’'. 

C&W is acquiring part of its 
European network from Her- 
mes Europe Railtel a tele- 
coms transmission system 
owned jointly by a number of 
continental railways. It is also 
paying Global Crossing about 
£60m to acquire a 7,200km net- 
work capable of handling 5 mil- 
lion calls at once. 


Ashcroft buys Abacus 
recruitment for £15m 


Microsoft judge laughs 
over Gates wordplay 


MICHAEL ASHCROFT, toe mil- 
lionaire treasurer and financial 
backer of the Conservative 
Party, bounced back into the 
City spotlight yesterday with 
the £I4.6m acquisition of 
recruitment group Abacus. 

Mr Ashcraft a Florida-based 
tax exile who made £l50m sell- 
ing his ADT security and car 
empire to US group Tyco last 
yeaq used his Carlisle Holdings 
investment vehicle to offer I89p 
in cash and paper for each 
Abacus share - a 40 per cent 
premium on Friday’s dose. 

The deal, Carlisle’s first ac- 
quisition since it floated on the 


ByF’rancesco Guerrera 

junior AIM in July, will net 
Gary Ashworth, the Abacus 
founder and chief executive, 
over £8-5m. Mr Ashworth, who 
founded Abacus at 21 and float- 
ed it on AIM two years ago, will 
remain as head of the group's 
recruitment division. 

The purchase of Abacus is 
toe first step of Mr Ashcroft’s 
strategy to buDd Carlisle into a 
large services group centred on 
recruitment, security and 
cleaning services. The Tmy 
grandee, whose personal for- 
tune is estimated at around 


£50Qm, formed Carlisle through 
toe acquisition of a defunct 
property company chaired by 
Nigd Wriry the properly tycoon. 

Mr Ashcroft, a Belize na- 
tional recently appointed the 
country’s UN ambassador; in- 
jected Capital Group, an AIM- 
listed security specialist. 
Recruit, a private recruitment 
business, and LI Group, a 
cl eaning outfit into Carlisle. 

This year Abacus posted a 
pre-tax profit of £L74m, up 
from £386,000 in 1996. Shares in 
Abacus yesterday soared 425p 
to I77.5p. Carlisle dosed 0.75p 
up at I5.5p. 


THE us judge in the Microsoft 
antitrust case shook his head in 
disbelief and laughed yesterday 
as the court watched Microsoft 
chairman Bill Gates question- 
ing what was meant fay the 
words “concern,” “compete” 
and “we” in his videotaped 
pre-trial testimony yesterday. 

Much of the hour-long seg- 
ment related to the Justice 
Department’s lead attorney. 
David Boies, pushing Mr Gates 
to say which company Mi- 
crosoft saw as its largest com- 
petitor in the Internet browser 
market in January 1996. 

Mr Gates repeatedly dodged 


Mr Boies’ questions, although in- 
ternal Microsoft e-mails and 
documents have shown that toe 
company viewed Netscape 
Communications’ Navigator 
browser as its biggest rival 
“My question is what non-Mi- 
crosoft browsers were you con- 
cerned about in January 1996,” 

Mr Boies asked “Is it - are you 

asking me about when I wrote 
this e-mail or what are you ask- 
ing me about?” Mr Gates said. 

“Tm asking you about Jan- 
uary of 1996,” Mr Boies said- 
“That month?” Mr Gates 
asked. “Yes. sir” replied Mr 
Boies. “And what about it?” 


Mr Gates questioned a gain 
“What non-Microsoft 
browsers were you concerned 
about in January of 1996,” Mr 
Boies repeated. “I don't know 
what you mean ‘concerned” 1 
Mr Gates said 

“What Is it about toe word 
■ concerned' that you don't un- 
derstand?” Mr Boies replied 
“Tm not sure what you mean by 
it,” Mr Gates said 
The Justice Department and 
20 states allege Mr Gates or- 
chestrated a scheme to protect 
Microsoft’s Windows monopoly 
and crush possible threats. 

-Bloomberg 
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SHARES CLOSED higher but below 
their best levels. Footsie, at one 
time up 77.5 points, ended 47.3 
firmer at 5,510.5. The mid cap 
index rose 9.2 to 4335.6 and toe 
small cap managed just token 
headway. The market was 
encouraged by hopes of another 
cut in US interest rates. 

Vodafone, the mobile phone 
group, was the best performing 
blue chip, rising 415 to $5i-5p, 
ahead of today's figures and a 
higher valuation for its soon-to-be 
floated Greek offshoot. 

Derek Pain, page 25 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 



STOCKS ROSE on optimism that 
the Federal Reserve will cat 
interest rates today. Ted Bridges 
at Bridges Investment Counsel 
believes “10,000 on the Dow by 
year-end is not outside toe realm 
of possibility” The Dow rose 
72.61, or 0.8 per cent, to 8992.20 in 
midday trading, after rising above 
9000 for toe first time in three and 
a half months. 

The Dow has climbed 22 per 
cent from the Z998 low of 7400.30 
it reached on 1 September; and Is 
within striking distance of its 
record of 9337.97, set on 17 Joty 


| + [TOKYO 

STOCKS ROSE m oderately on hopes 
that toe government’s economic 
package win be followed by more 
stimulus measures. The benchmark 
Nikkei 225 climbed 160.06 points, or 
1.12 per cent, closing at 14.42&27. 

The markets were disappointed 
that the package contained little 
more than was already expected 
The Nikkei eased back slightly after 
the announcement. But traders said 
investors were hesitant to sell 
stocks be c a us e the government 
mi gh t yet unveil further measures 
to bolster the economy. 

News analysis, page 22 


[E3 PARIS 

SHARES GAINED sharply on 
hopes of a US interest-rate cut 
today and an encouraging 
response to weekend apartment 
sales in the territory The Hang 
Seng index ended up 300.10 
points, or 3 per cent, at 10,298.09. 

Buying interest in Hong Kong 
was focused on the property 
sector after Sino Land said that 
weekend apartment sales had 
gone welL Any change in US 
Interest rates is usually matched 
by Hong Kong’s banks owing to 
toe Hong Kong currency’s peg to 
the US dollar. 


PH FRANKFURT 

SHARES CLOSED higher amid 
expectations of a US rate cut and 
talk of mergers uj the chemical 
sector. The Xetra DAX closed at 

4.785.76. up 141.96 while the DAX 
ended the floor session up 144.12 at ■ 

4.783.77. r 
Traders said the German 

market, which normally weakens 
when the US dollar falls, held up 
despite easing against the dollar. 
“This perhaps shows the market 
has stabilised," said one. 

Chemicals led gainers on reports 7 
that Hoechst and Rhtine- Poulenc 
will merge. 
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How Asia has mugged British Steel 


BRITISH STEEL used to be the 
stock market’s favourite currency 
play. By way of a simple arithmetic 
formula profits, could be adjusted 
up or down by £lGm for everyone 
pfennig that the German mark 
moved against the pound. 

Fbr the last three years this has 
allowed the analysts to plot British 
Steel's fall from grace and its exit 
from the FTSE 100 Index with an 
unusual degree of accuracy. 

Sir Brian Moffat belly-ached like 
mad. of course, about the strength 
oftbe pound and the damage it was 
doing to the bottom line. AD the 
while, however he was ferociously 
tnmming the cost base so feat 
British Steel, already the most ef- 
ficient steelmaker in Europe if not 
the world, could live with even the 
most ruinous exchange rate. 

The latest h atchet job involves 
cutting heads by 12.000, of which 
5,000 will have gone by the end of 
this financial year. By the time the 
programme is complete, British 
Steel will be a mean, lean beast in- 
deed. 

As a small bonus the exchange 
rate formula has at last begun to 
swing back in Sir Brian’s direction. 
Sadly, just as this happened the 
business was mugged by the steep- 



Outlook 

est decline in prices he can re- 
member in his working life. The 
backwash from the Asian crisis 

has left the world sw imming in un- 
wanted steeL 

Like iron filings to a magnet, it 
wait first to the United States, 
where the C linton administration 
promptly threatened anti-dump- 
ing duties. Now the fide has turned 
towards Europe. The result is that 
imports are at double normal lev- 
els and the price of hot-rolled coil 
has slumped by 30 per cent in the 
space of less than three months. 

The impact on British Steel has 
been like an iron bar mi the head. 
Profits were down by a quarter in 
the first six months and British 


Steel is fadngasizeahte lass for the 
foil year. Sir Brian has pledged to 
maintain the dividend but win have 
to dig deep into reserves to do so. 

British Steel reckons the UK wiH 
be in recession nest year notwith- 
standing the Government’s belief 
that it will not While there may not 
be much Tony Blair can do to avert 
this, he could help British Steel out 
by getting tougher gq the dumping 
tested from Asia and eastern Eu- 
rope. Par once, this is not a crisis 
in manufacturi ng Bat the Gov- 

wi unenfc can pv plafn aunylyriting 

the productivity gap. 

Single currency 

with JUST 44 days to go before D- 
day for the single currency, there 
is stffl a lorryload of detail yet to be 
agreed, defined, refined and an- 
nounced to the outside worid about 
how the European Central Bank, 
which will determine European in- 
terest rates, will work in practice. 

One of those things is quite how 
open and accountable the ECB will 
be. Wim Duisenberg, the ECB’s 
president, has already said that 
minutes offeeECB's deliberations 
wifl not be published far many years. 


He’S against all tfiig iwmmfeihih' Iy 
lark, you understand, not because 
he's undemocratic but on the not un- 
reasonable grounds that the more 
public the ECB is about what its 
doing, the more prone it win be to 
Wdraing and the pursuit of nation- 
al setf-intaesL Leave it to us tech- 
nocrats, we know what we’re doing, 
seems to be his attitude. 

On the other hand, there’s noth- 
ings the ECB ’s teams of reference 
to say it cannot pubBsh minutes, and 
the issoehasyet to be decided finally 
On the fece <rf it, Britain has no say 
in these matters, since it is not 
aiionglhenccHintriesfoumfingthe 
single currency and is not repre- 
sented on the ECB board. But that’s 
not stopping Gordon Brown, the 
Chanceto; mounting a campaign for 
greater openness, a case he is 
pressing vigorously among finance 
min ister s in Europe. When he meets 
Oskar Lafontaine on Thursday he 
may be pushing at an open door. 

Mr Lafontaine, Germany’s new 
finance minister is already at odds 
with central bankers over interest 
rates, which he thinks too high for 
Germany and although he hasn't 
said so overtly he’s bound to be in 
the greater accountability camp 
Mr Brown is working with Mr La- 


fbntaine and other left leaning Eu- 
ropean finance ministers oq a state- 
ment - provisionally titled “The 
New European Way: Economic Re- 
form and the Framework for Eco- 
nomic and Monetaty Union" - which 
win address some of these issues. 

As a recent paper fay the Centre 
for Economic Policy Research said, 
one of the Ingest potential problems 
faced by the ECB is feat in are- 
cession, fiscal discipline is Ekety to 
breakdown, forcing the ECB into an 
every tougher policy stance on in- 
terest rates. In these drcumstances 
it is vital that some cooperation be- 
tween fiscal and monetary author- 
ities is maintained. In a world where 
there is no pubfc explanation of why 
rates are changed and no knowl- 
edge, other than by leak and innu- 
endo, of how council members have 
voted, this would be difficult to the 
point of impossibility. 

Members of the Bank of Big- 
land’s Monetary Policy Committee 
are generally doing a good job at ex- 
plaining themselves, not just 
through the presence of regularly 
p ublished minutes of their meetings, 
but also through the speeches they 
give which illuminate the method- 
ology used in reaching in toest rate 
decisions, thus opening it up to 


puhBc debate and through expla- 
nation reinforcing its credulity. 

There is no such transparency 
planned for the ECB. Just (o give one 
example of the effect of this, Mr 
Duisenberg does plan to publish an 
inflation target but there will be no 
inflatio n forecasting. As there will be 
no pr pte npfiwn of interest rate de- 
risions, the outside worid will be left 
to speculate and guess at how the 
ECB might respond to deviations in 
inflation, what lead times it might 
apply and how sensitive it thinks 
prices are to movements in rates. 

A quite unacceptable degree of 
uncertainty verging on the arbi- 
trary wffl enter proceedings, and the 

ECB wffl find itself wide open to crit- 
icism and ridicule. It may be that by 
fee time Britain enters the euro, the 
necessary degree of public ac- 
countability has already been in- 
jected. but certainly there could be 
no question of going in without it 

Formula One 

BERN IE ECCLESTONE is un- 
doubtedly an outstanding, if con- 
troversial entrepreneur But in the 
financial markets he is becoming 
something of a joke. Formula One, 


the motor racing rights business Mr 
Ecclestone built up from scratch, 
has already been through a Tailed 
flotation. Now Mr Ecclestone is 
back, peddling a plan to raise $2bn 
by securitising fee company's fu- 
ture television revenues. 

No sooner has the investor road- 
show started however than Mr 
Ecclestone finds himself turning 
into the pits again, accused of mak- 
ing misleading claims about an 
European Commission investiga- 
tion into his company's stranglehold 
on Formula One television rights. 
His advisers insist everything is 
above board Unfortunately, the 
prospectus for the bond issue re- 
mains a semi -secret document, 
available only to potential investors, 
so we don't know this to be the case 

No doubt some professional in- 
vestors will dutifully read the nu- 
merous financial health warnings 
and then take the plunge anyway. 
The question is whether they will 
give Mr Ecclestone fee price he 
wonts. The deal when raising 
money from the financial markets 
is that you trade information for 
cash. Aslong as Mr Ecclestones af- 
fairs remain so shrouded in secre- 
cy, the City will continue to demand 
a quite a price for backing him. 
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Action to boost credit unions 


Brussels wins new power 
to tackle illegal state aid 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday 
launched a package of mea- 
sures to stimulate the growth 
of credit unions as part of its 
drive to end the exclusion of 25 
million people from financial 
services. 

Phtrida Hewitt, Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, said; 
“Wfe have one of the most com- 
petitive and sophisticated 
financial services sectors in 
the world -but some people are 
still missing out And for those 
people financial services mean 
cheque-cashing shops and il- 
legal loan sharks. 

“Credit unions have been 
doing invaluable work fay pro- 
viding savings facilities, low- 
cost credit and financial 


By Andrew Verity 


education to the less well off 
The Governments determined 
to encourage the sector" 
Credit unions are small, mu- 
tually-owned savings groups 
which make loans as low as £50 
to their members, typically at 
interest of 1 per cent a month. 

Members must share a 
“common bond", such aswork- 
ingfiy the same en^oyer or hy- 
ing in fee same area. Examples 
range from News Internation- 
al to Duckinwortb, a local cred- 
it union in Manchester 
Whereas a quarter of US 
workers belong to a credit 
unfon, there are only 215,000 UK 
members. Assets are £il8m. 


The Government's reforms, 
in the form of proposals ina con- 
sultation document, aim to help 
credit unions by relaxing arcane 
legal restrictions. The reforms 
are aimed at the 25 million peo- 
ple who have no building soci- 
ety or bank account 

A cap on membership of 
5,000 people wfll be lifted, while 
rules defining the “common 
bond” will be eased. Credit 
unions will be allowed to borrow 
from sources other than banks 
and afferbasc services such as 
KB payment 

Unions will also be allowed 
to offer interest-bearing share 
accounts. The Treasury pro- 
poses to lift a cap on savings by 
under 18s from £750 to £5,000. 


The Financial Services Au- 
thority wfil regulate the unions. 

However there was disap- 
pointment yesterday from the 
credit unions themselves, 
which wanted the reforms to go 
further. The Association of 
British Credit Unions CABCU), 
a trade body, said it was dis- 
mayed the Treasury had 
rejected several key requests. 

Chris Smith, spokesman for 
the body said; “The restrictions 
we have in place are probably 
the worst in the world. On the 
one hand they say they will 
relax the rules. But on the 
other hand they seem to be tak- 
ing fhmgK away” 

Mr Smith said new condi- 
tions, including a 10 per cent 


nrinhmim on capital reserves, 
could hinder rather than help. 
The Treasury has also refused 
to lift the ceiling on savings 
above £5,000 per member 

“We fed that there is a def- 
inite will in the Government to 
do something about this, but 
there doesn’t seem to be the 
same win in the Treasury. We 
just want it to be freed up a bit,” 
Mr Smith said. 

Members of credit unions 
rarely default because of the 
common bond. Bad loans typ- 
ically amount to less than 1 per 
cent of a loan book, against 4 
per cent for high street banks. 
Surpluses go into reserves or 
are distributed to members 
through a dividend. 


NEW MEASURES to damp 
down on illegal government 
subsidies to European iadusby 
were agreed yesterday giving 
Brussels tough new powers to 
order cash to be repaid. 

Industry ministers agreed to 
a British-backed package of 
measures to help achieve a 
level playing field among man- 
ufacturers in the angle market 
The regulation is likely to come 
into effect next yean 

The European Commission 
already has powers to approve 
or reject state industrial aid. It 
can set conditions requiring a 
company to restructure to en- 
sure fairness in the 15 EUstdes. 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


The regulation, adopted yes- 
terday in Brussels, gives the 
Commission more power to re- 
coverunlawful aid and monitor 
conditions attached to the 
multi-billion pound grants made 
available legally each year. 

In some circumstances EU 
officials will be allowed to visit 
companies suspected of 
breaching the rules, inspect 
records and interrogate staff. 

In Germany the recovery at 
illegal state aid can take up to 
eight years because of cum- 
bersome legal procedures. 


Volkswagen is among Ger- 
man companies known to hare 
received unlawful financial 
assistance. British textile man- 
ufacturers have also lost out to 
Belgian firms known to hare 
benefited from subsidies which 
did not match EU criteria. 

Lord Simon, Minister for 
TVade and Competitiveness in 
Europe, said: “Too many gov- 
ernments flout the rules on 
how these subsidies can be 
paid. These new powers should 
help to clamp down on the 
worst abuses and excesses. 
The UK has set an example by 
being one of the lowest sub- 
sidisers in the EU." 
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Japan unveils £ 118 bn rescue deal 


News Analysis: The markets are not convinced that tax cuts 
and free shopping coupons will halt the economic decline 




By Lea Paterson 

THE JAPANESE government 
yssterday unveiled its biggest 
economic rescue package - 
worth £ll8bn -in an attempt to 

draff He 


Japan, % change yoy 


est recession since the Second 
World War. It plans to slash 
taxes, pump up investment 
and, in a highly unusual step, 
issue free shopping coupons to 
tens of millions of consumers in 
an attempt to get the economy 
hack on track again. 

But the markets are not con- 
vinced - most analysts believe 
the package will fail to halt the . 
slump in the world’s second 
largest economy. If £liSbn can- 
not solve Japan's problems, 
what can? 

The scope of Japan's eco- 
nomic and finafvnal difficulties is 
extraordinarily wide. The coun- 
ty is in the grip of a deep reces- 
sion. The economy is expected to 
contractby 2.6 percent this year; 
and, at best will stagnate in 
1999. Indeed, total demand is so 
far below potential supply- that 
is, toe output gap is so large -that 
prices are fallin g 

Asset prices have collapsed 
and the levels of indebtedness 
are nothing short of staggering. 
Banks are refusing to lend to all 
but the most creditworthy and 
many fear the financial system 
is close to coOapse. With both un- 
employment and corporate 
bankruptcies at record highs - 
the latest figures show business 
failures up for the 17th consec- 
utive month - it is no wonder 
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that even the promise of “free 
money'* may fail to tempt con- 
sumers back into the shops. 

In most countries, the au- 
thorities respond to the threat 
of looming recession in three 
ways. First they cut interest 
rates. Second, they loosen fiscal 
policy, by cutting tax and/or 
boosting spending. Finally, they 
may embark on so-called 
“structural'' reforms which try 
and improve the way the econ- 
omy works, although these are 
generaflya longer-term solution. 

In Japan's case, interest rates 
are virtually zero, and have been 
for many months. Rates cannot 
fall much farther - only by 0.25 
of a percentage point or so -and 
a cut of such a small size will 
make no difference to Japan’s 
economic position. This means 
the authorities have to rely on a 
combination of fiscal measures 
and longer-term structural re- 


forms to pufi the economy out of 
the mire. 

So, on the face of it, the 
Japanese authorities seem to 
be doing the right thing. They 
have announced a massive fis- 
cal package and have approved 
plans aimed at restoring confi- 
dence in toe debt-ridden fi- 
nancial system. So why are 
analysts so pessimistic? 

The difficulties lie less with 
the general principles - cutting 
tax, boosting spending and sort 
mg out the hanks - and more 
with implementation. 

Thke the fiscal package first 
Despite toe large headline num- 
ber; which, at £U8bn, is £20bn 
higher than the markets were ex- 
pecting after the ruling liberal 
Democratic Party outlined the 


their doubts. Experts say toe 
headline number is “exaggerat- 
ed” and many say tax cuts wfll 
do little to boost consumption. 

As Lehman Brothers put it 
in a research note issued last 
week, before toe precise size of 
the package was known: "The 
package appears to contain the 
usual exaggerations, and given 
a flimsy private sector base 
and compositional shortcom- 
ings, we have little faith in its 
ability to to) more than partial- 
ly fill a cavernous output gap." 

Economist say toe proposed 
cuts in income tax. which will 
take the top rate of tax from 65 
per cent to 50 per cent, will sim- 
ply be saved not spent The 
government also plans to cut 
other rates of income tax, al- 




A shopper checks vegetables in a Tokyo supermarket, but it may take more than *free money’ to tempt back consumers 


though is unlikely to spell out de- 
tails until the new year. 

Reaction to the government’s 
proposal to issue 35 million con- 
sumers - mostly toe under-15s 
and toe elderly -wito gift vouch- 
ers worth £100 each has been 
equally unenihusiastic. 

Neil Parker; at toe Royal 
Bank of Scotland, said toe plan 
- first suggested fay Japan’s 
Buddhist party - would mean 
that customers would substi- 
tute are type of spending for an- 
other. The lucky recipients 
would simpfar switch from 


spending cash to spending 
vouchers and there would be no 
overall boost to consumption. 

What the markets would like 
to see is a cut in so-called con- 
sumption tax - an indirect tax 
HkeVAI The government’s de- 
cision to hike consumption tax 
back in April 1997 is widely 
blamed for helping to tip toe 
economy into recession. But the 
government is said to regard 
such a volte-face on tax as po- 
litically unpalatable- 

Banking reform is the other 
area where the markets are 
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keen to see action. There has 
been some progress here - toe 
government has passedbills to 
allow the authorities to help 
banks in trouble, but only if the 
banks agree to come forward. 
But the markets feel toe gov- 
ernment has not done enough. 
According to Stephen Lewis, 

ehipf economis t at Mnnnmpnt 

Derivatives, the conditions at- 
tached to official assistance are 
so strict that few banks were 
willing to ask for help. Many in 
toe markets advocate a manda- 
tory scheme, where struggling 


banks are taken over by toe gov- 
ernment and are forced to ei- 
ther restructure or dose. 

So although the latest Japan- 


first, many believe there is not 
enough meat on the bones. Key 
propels -swto as cutting con- 
sumption tax - are conspicu- 
ously absent. Banking reform is 
progressing painfully slowly 
and potties is all too frequent- 
lyput before economics. Despite 
toe dflimH of the policy-makers, 
the Japanese economy is far 
from being back on course. 


Marston agrees 
Nomura pub deal 


MARSTON. the Burton brewei; 
yesterday brushed aside a pos- 
sible merger approach from 
'Wolverhampton & Dudley and 
signed a package deal with No- 
mura investment broking arm 
to securitise most of its tenanted 
pubs in return for £l353m cash. 

At least £60m will be re- 
turned to shareholders if they 
approve the deal ata meeting on 
9DeeembecTbebaiancewifl.be 
invested in improving the rest 

Of PS foto inrfndmg 

toe brewery 259 managed hous- 
es and its flagship Pitcher & 
Piano and Via Vita chains. 

W&D is expected to chal- 
lenge the deal, which gives 
Marston toe exclusive right to 
continue supplying toe pubs fat 
only four years. Last week the 
City was expecting W&D to 
bid around 275p a share for 
Marston and the shares fell 17p 
to 226.5p yesterday. 

The deal with Nomura will 


by Clifford German 


also create an exceptional prof- 
it of £30m for Marston this 
year; and the 569 tenanted prop- 
erties in the deal will revert 
after 28 yeare to a holding com- 
pany in which Marston has a 51 
percent stake. 

In the meantime the estate 
will be run by a management 
company. The profits from the 
tenancies (Eisjmintheyearto 
28 March! will go to pay the in- 
terest on bonds issued to raise 
finance for the transaction. 

The finance will come from 
about a dozen institutional in- 
vestors that are putting up 
£155m for a package of fixed- 
rate and floating-rate bonds . Al- 
most £ 2 Qm will be swallowed up 
by fees, including £5ra in stamp 
duty and £2J>m retained to in- 
vest in toe pubs, plus legal 
costs and fees to Nomura and 
Lazards as financial advisers. 
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Electricity choice 
spreads further 

COMPETITION IN electricity 
supply will be extended to a 
further 4 million customers 
by mid-December, it was 
announced yesterday. 

“Over 1 milli on customers 
have already signed up to 
change their supplier" said a 
spokesman for the Electricity 
regulator Total customers 
with access to competition 
has risen to more than 5.5 
milli on. Domestic customers 
can save £40 on an annual bill 
of £275 by switching, the 
spokesman said. 

Air traffic grows 

PASSENGER TRAFFIC at 
BAA’s seven UK airports 
rose by 6.4 per cent on the 
Mme month last year, with 
strong growth on North 
Atlantic routes. BAA said its 
passenger total clim bed to 10 
million. Traffic on North 
Atlantic routes rose 10.1 per 
cent, while other long-haul 
routes gained 6.5 per cent- 
the biggest annual increase 
in more than a year. Shares 
in BAA closed up I3p at 661p. 

Asian acquisition 

BERISFORD, the Magnet 
Kitchens and Welbilt ovens 
business, hopes to announce 
an Asian acquisition by year- 
end. A deal is likely to be in 
the catering equipment 
which supplies ovens and 
grills to fast sendee outlets. 

Sicflaw profit rise 

THE STDLAW GROUP, a food 
packaging company, 
announced a 67 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits to £8m for 
the year to September. Chief 
executive John Durston said 
demand for food “does not 
fluctuate significantly during 
an economic downturn". 

Abbot windfarms 

SHARES IN Abbot rose 21p to 
195p yesterday after the oil 
services group unveiled 
plans to develop and operate 
windfarms around the UK 
■ with PowerGen. Abbot said it 
s would acquire 50 per cent of 
- the issued share capital of 
t PowerGen's unit. PowerGen 
Renewables, for £5.35m and 

I subscribe for 150.000 new 
ordinary shares in the unit 

t Wardle pressed 

5 BRIAN TAYLOR, chief 
D executive of UK industrial 
' group Wardle Storeys, said 
B the strength of sterling 
“continues to exert pressure 

II on our prices" and will 

l “ reduce profits by up to £lni 
p this year. Announcing a rise 
~ in pre-tax profits of 12.5 per 
^ cent to £14m, Mr Taylor said 
? he expected a sharp rise in 
? revenues from the Inflatable 
~ Systems Division, which 
1 makes hi-tech products for 
3 toe shipping industry and 
• the military. 
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TENDER OFFER BY UK ESTATES PLC 

(the “Company'') to repurchase through stockbrokers .Astaire & Partners Limited 
by means of a fixed price tender offer, up to 1.157,497 ordinary shares of I Op each 
(“Ordinary Shares') in the Company (the Tender Offer"). 

The Tender Offer is open to shareholders on the Company's register at the close of 
business on Friday 13 November 1998 (“Qualifying Shareholders") . and will close at 
3.00pm on Tuesday 24 November 1998. 

Summary of terms and conditions of the Tender Offer 

Under the Tender Offer, each Qualifying Shareholder is invited to sell to the 
Company up to the first 2.836 per cent of their holding of Ordinary Shares. To the 
extent that Qualifying Shareholders tender less than their sale entidements of ‘J.836 
per cent. Astaire & Partners Limited will purchase additional Ordinary Shares from 
those Qualifying Shareholders who have tendered in excess of 2.836 per cent of 
their holdings of Ordinary Shares. The additional purchases from Qualifying; 
Shareholders who tender in excess of 2.836 per cent of their holding of Ordinur% 
Shares will be made on a basis pro rata to the aggregate excess number of Ordinary 
Shares which Qualifying Shareholders have indicated they wish to sell in their 
respective tender offer forms ("Offer Forms") . 

The Tender Offer is conditional on the receipt of tenders In respect nf 40.S08 
Ordinary Shares (representing 1% of the ordinary share capital of die CompanvL It 
tenders for less than that number of Ordinary Shares are received, the Tender Offer 
will be null and void. Subject to die aforementioned, the Tender Offer h irrevocable. 

This is a summary of the terms and conditions of the Tender Offer, full details of 
which are contained in the circular to shareholders of the Company dated 17 
November 1998 (the “Circular") and the accompanying announcement 
(“Announcement") and Offer Forms. 

Procedure for tendering 

The Grcular together with copies of the Announcement and the Offer Form have 
been posted by the Company to registered holders of Ordinary Shan*. Qpalilving 
Shareholders wishing to tender Ordinary Shares should lodge their duly completed 
Offer Forms together with their share certificates and/or other documents of title b\ 
post with Lloyds Bank Registrars, The Causeway, Worthing, West Sussex BN99 6DA 
so as to arrive not later than 3.00pm on Tuesday 24 November 1998. Copies of the 
Circular may be obtained from Lloyds Bank Registrars a; the above address. 

17 November 1998 
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Imagine a world which gets 

progressively cleaner. 

Imagine a world where city planning actually 

improves the quality of people’s lives. 

Imagine a world where new forms of communi- 
cations technology are more user-fnendly. 

Vivendi has already imagined this world. What 

is more, we have begun to build it. 

Our water companies are continually improving 
the quality of supplies to more than 80 million 
people around the world. Our waste management 
_ ms encourage recycling. Our power-generating 


stations lead the way in energy-efficiency. Some even 
use waste as fuel. 

Thanks to Vivendi companies, transport systems 
in cities across Europe are better planned and 
more cost-effective. 

Every year, our construction companies manage 
over 100,000 sites around the world. Recent projects 
include the Stade de France on the outskirts of Paris, 
Cairo’s new rapid transit system and the Vasco da 
Gama bridge in Lisbon. 

We have also become a major player in the field 


of communications, providing easy access to mobile 
phone networks, the internet and digital media. 

Reading this, you might deduce that such 
wide-ranging activities are commensurate with 
considerable financial growth. 

And you’d be right. 

Vivendi is one of Europe’s largest companies 
with an annual turnover approaching £21 billion. 

All things considered, it 

♦ / 

seems that when the customer . *. 

•k * j ‘ ■ •' ' 

comes first, success soon follows. V " ;• >: .« 


COMMITTE 


D TO MEETING YOUR LIFE’S 


EVER-CHANGING NEEDS. 


www.vivendi.com 
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reasons to 
change to 
free 24 hour 
banking 


1 . free banking no charges for 
everyday transactions in the UK 

2 . always open you bank when 

you want 
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Hard-pressed TI in upbeat mood 


TI, ONE of the nation's leading but 
hard-pressed engineers, produced 

an upbeat trading statement just as 

Lehman Brothers, the investment 

house, made cautious noises about 

the engineering sector in general 
and TI in particular. 

The shares were the best per- 
forming in the mid-cap index, gain- 
ing nearly 85 per cent to 254.75a 
They have been much highw-j 
touching 690p last year; their low 
point this year was 325 p. 

The group told analysts tratfing 
was ‘‘ahead of last year and in Hm» 
with consensus forecasts”. The 
market is looking fbryear’s profits 
around £241m, which would com- 
pare with £ 220 . 6 m last time. 

Lehmarfs Colin Crook cut his TI 
estimate from £239m to £2 12m. 
The 11 percent reduction is in line 
with downgradings he made fin- 
most leading engineering groups. 

Lehman also downgraded 
Fhirey, by 6 per cent to £3lJ9m and 
by 22 per cent to£30An; FKft year's 
figure (interim results are due to- 
morrow) from Ei552m to £147.6m 
and IMI from £l80m to £253m. 
GEN was lowered by 9 per cent 


Market 

Report 



Derek 

PAIN 


to £482m; LncasVarity 15 per cent 
to £349m and Siebe rn^dged mar- 
ginally down to £53 lm. British 
Steeps expected gloomy statement 
added to the engineering unease. 
The steel gianfs shares fell 75p to 
lOlp. BTR, once a conglomerate 
now an en^naw hardened ip to 
I06p ahead of an analysts’ meeting 
tomorrow. 

In thin tratfing Pbotsie, inspired 
by hopes of yet lower US interest 
rates, rose 475 points to 5£105p; at 
one time it was up 775. Supporting 


shares made modest headway; 
Government stocks wee also firm. 

"Vodafone was the best perform- 
ing fbotsie constituent, jumping 
4L5p to 85L5p- Interim results are 
due tod^. The market is looking for 
more than £400m against £298hl A 
sharp increase in the flotation price 
of its Greek off-shoot, where it has 
55 per cent, also filtered through. 

Cable & Wireless was active, up 
22J>p to 6875a OB its European ex- 
pansion drive, which aims at dou- 
bting income from corporate 
custanerseadi year fix- the nextfive. 

British American Tobacco 
puffed another 145p higher to 530p 
on growing confidence uSEtigatioa 
win be less damaging than at One 
time seemed likely. 

National Power fell 8p to 54Ip 
as its decision to delay its interim 
results, due tomorrow, generated 
confusion. Most subject the wee^s 
postponement is to allow NP to put 
the final touches to a deal. It could 
be selling coal-fired generators or 
mounting a take over bid for an elec- 
tricity distributor; London Elec- 
tricity could be its target. 

Asda. the superstores chain, fell 


5.75p to 157a in part refiecting sto- 
ries its chief executive, Allan 
Leighton, could join Marfas & 
Speneer, unchanged at 448p as its 
search for a new chief executive 
continued. But the supermarket 
chains were also ruffled by stories 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


BEAUFORT. with interests 
spreading from management to 
sports sponsorship and 
marketing consultancies, 
produced interim profits of 
£218400 against £68,000 for the 
whole of tot yean Profits for this 
year could emerge at around 
£506,000. With £L3m in the bank, 
the group is back on the 
acq ui si tio n trail and a 
Continental takeover could be 
completed soon. The shares rose 
05p to 2p; they have been 45p. 


share price, pence 



subject of an aborted US bid, 
jumped 425p to 1775a it is the first 
take over target for Michael 
Ashcroft’s new vehicle. Carlisle. 

Barbican Heathcare rose 205p 
to 805p as a bidder hovered and Da- 
genham Motors accelerated I85p 


of a beer price wac Tesco Ml 7p to 
171.5p and J Sainsbury 20p to 
510p. The beerage was also fiat witb 
Bass off 2L5p to 760 5p. 

Marston Thompson & Ever- 
shed, the Pedigree brewer; ended 


17p weaker at 2265p after touching 
2lQJ5p. It rolled out flat interim fig- 
ures and is pressing ahead with se- 
curitisaig most of its tenanted pubs; 
It said the Wolverhampton & Dud- 
ley Breweries, which last week ex- 
pressed an interest in merging, has 
yet to make an approach. 

Elsewhere on the bid front Aba- 
cus Recruitment, recently the 


ACTIVITY IN Tfete & Lyle 
suggests corporate action could 
be neac The shares jumped 
2&T5p (after 37p) to 37&75p in 
admittedly moderate trading 

T&L has suddenly become u 
highly volatile share, with price 
gyrations much more 
significant than in the past The 
shares are well below their 
580p peak and if a takeover 
marauder Is hovering he Is 
unlikely to wait much longer. 
The price was 288p last month. 


to 1435p on the prospect of a bid 
from the newly created Fbrd/Jar- 
dine Matheson join* venture. 

Unigate's disappointing perfor- 
mance lowered the shares 215p to 
502p and took the edge off of other 


groups such as Northern Fbods. 
down 75p to 1675p. 

Tomkins, the buns to guns con- 
glomerate, fell 5.5p to 273p; a pre- 
sentation is due tomorrow, but the 
prospect of arras litigation in the US 
is unsettling sentiment. Unilever, 
taking analysts to see its Bra r - J, ian 
operations, hardened 9p to 639p. 

Phytopfaarm, raising £ 2 . 2 m 
through a placing at l45p. shaded to 
I495p. Bensons Crisps was cut ip 
to XL5p. As the market closed it said 
it had arrangedasaleanu leaseback 
of its factory at Kirkham, Lan- 
cashire. for £ 62 m. The cash will be 
used to pay off the mortgage on the 
property developing the business 
and continuing share buy backs. 

GR jumped I7.5p to G0p. The 
group runs a health farm and sells 
sheepskin shoes; it is valued at 
C5.6m and the last trade in its 
shares was to July. 

Cranswick, the food group, put 
on 8p to 262.5p; HSBC reckons the 
price should U. 3G0p. 


SEAQ VOLUME: 672 million 
SEAQ TRADES: 63.865 
GILTS INDEX: 112411 + 0.10 


Emap the genuine article 


% 




HOW WELL will Pfrrap weather a 
downturn? In theory; the maga- 
zines to radio outfit should be high- 
ly vulnerable to an economic 
slowdown. 

This is not just because hor- 
monally-charged teenagers will 
have less pocket money to spend on 
glossy maga Tines such as FHM or 
EUe. Emap is mainly vulnerable 
because advertising will account 
for about 40 per cent of revenues this 
year Given its high fixed cost base, 
any decline in spending would qirick- 
ly feed through into lower profits. 

However; Kevin Handbefieves the 
gloom is overdone. Presenting his 
first set of interim results yesterday, 
E map’s new chief executive sound- 
ed upbeat. 'Drue, advertising spend- 
ing in the UK is showing si gns of 
slowing. But revenues in France - 
27 per cent of the total in the half to 
September - are strong. And 
advertising on radio, & more mature 
medium than during the last reces- 
sion, should also hold up. 

Indeed, Mr Hand thinks a slow- 
down could create opportunities by 
forcing some of the weaker titles to 
sell out or dose down. Expansion 
plans are also on track Project J, a 
new high-frequency entertainment 
title, is due for launch in the UK in 
the spring. And Emap promises at 
least one launch in France - possi- 
bly a local version of FHM - in the 
next six months. 

Farther out there is the possibility 
of transferring some of Bmap’s 
more successful titles into the US. 
The group's radio division, which is 
S fruinj pgagimst ownership rules in 


INVESTMENT 
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Market valuc£2.27bn. share price 1081 p [-29p) 


Trading record 
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wirile sales of margarine spreads 
have started to slide for reasons the 
management cannot fathom. With all 
tins is nnnd it was perhaps no surprise 
that the company warned trfa “pause 
in growth" this yean 

But the decBne in Unigate’s share 
price mightbe a Bttle harsh. Itis true 
that the weakness in consumer 
spending will affect the group. And 
the City is also unhappy about the 
co m p any’ s reluctance to disclose its 
plans for its £167m cash piie. 

But imagine how much worse it 
would have been ifUnigate had gone 
ahead with the Hillsdown deal at 
what proved to be the peak of the 
market Also, the group remains in 
dec ent shape 

Though half year profits were fiat 
at fi675m and the fresh foods division 
was dragged down by the Mattoa per- 
formance, the contributions from the 


Lord Harris buys back a 
piece of his own history 


AMONG THE 29 shops which Lord 
ZZareis of Beckham bought back 
from Carpetlandyesterdaywas the 
second shop he ever worked in, in 
Benge, with his father Charles Har- 
ris, back m 196L 

Lord Harris firmly denies that he 

bought the shops yesterday for sen- 
timental reasons, although two were 


PEOPLE AND 


BUSINESS 


BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


By the end of the week he will 
have learnt whether the dry dock is 
to follow Sfaybo Castle in Scotland 
into Mr de Savary ’s roster of luxu- 
ry hotels. 


tiie UK, could expand into France. 
The embryonic Internet ventures 
should start covering their costs in - 
the next year or so. And with rela- 
tively low gearing, Emap could 
always spend £500m or so cm an 
acquisition. 

Etoiap shares dipped 29p to l,08lp 
yesterday on profit-taking, but ana- 
lysts are largely sticking with frill- 
year profit forecasts - before a 
goodwill write-off and the proceeds 
of tiie sale of Red Dragon FM - of 
£16lxtL Given its solid record and 
prospects, Emap felly deserves Us 
forward earnings multiple of 2L A 
quality hold. 


City’s verdict on 
Unigale is harsh 


THE PAST few months have toot ' 
been good far Unigate. The dairy and 
fresh fbods group backed away from 
acquiring HillsAiwnHohfings in the 

rangin g the to trrmhlp 

from toefrpumped-up peak of 738p. 
Its Malton pig processing business 
has been struggling against an over- 
sapphed market and the evaporation 
of orders from Russia. 

On top of that its jicces business 
hasben hammered hfanew Procter 
& Gamble rival called Sunny Defight 


tribution division increased by 7 per 
cent and 17 per cent respectivety. 

The dairy unit has won new busi- 
ness from Tbscorince ihe half year 
and Wmcanton reckons it will bene- 
> fit frOma downturn wb& nlhrecoBi,-" 
panics are mdined to contract rat 
their logistics requirements. With 
tower costs at Malton after t he expire 

of an lTnprvwvMntoenrttraft - BBitti far m- 
ers, Henderson Crosthwaite is ex- 
pecting full year profit s of £l4fim, 
before exceptionals. That puts the 
shares - down 2L5p at 5Q2p yester- 
day- tai a forward multiple oflL 

The immediate outlook is unex- 
citing, particnlarfywito no news on 
the e«sh pile, but at these levels 
Unigate is one to tuck away. 


old Harris stores from his Harris 
Queensway days which were sold by 
ton in the 1980s. He does, however; 
admit that when the deal went 
through cm Sunday night he turned 
to his wife and said; “At last I've got 
my name back." 

Lord Harris stall owns the first 
shop to Benge, South-east London, 
in which he worked with his father 
in 1957. “He ffled at the age of 37, and 
I took over fee business at 15.” 

Of the shops he acquired yester- 
day 19 were Gazpetiand and half a 
dozen were Allied stores “which we 
were realty pleased to get hold of” 
Jae says. 

- There is cafe final s entimental 
Khfc “I did my ve r y firs t takeover in 
1972 of Keith Royal, one of the Allied 
shops we bought back.” 


PETER DE SAVARY is currently in 
South Carolina developing another 
of his Carnegie Chib luxury hotels 
at a place called Cherokee Planta- 
tion, just outside the Old South 
coastal city of Charleston. 

Mr de Savary wdi return to the 
UK next Monday for a slightly less 
glamorous meeting- with Rsowitiz 


District Council in Cornwall The 

pj g jgmrii nrnpfa^ mfrt^irpniMirtpiri hi* 

seeking planning permission to turn 
the site of the Penzance Dry Dock 
& Engineering Company into a hol- 
iday resort 

Mr de Savary bought the ship 
repair company three years ago. 
Most of its 45 staff were laid off 
recently because of the loss of a 
£L5m contract Now its fate depends 
cm three other companies that are 
bidding for it as a going concern. If 
the best bid fails to satisfy Mr de 
Savary he intends to turn the yard 
into a hotel according to the yard’s 
managing director, Mike Thomas. 

More than 90 per cent of the 
yard’s work is commercial reno- 
vating dredgers and trawlers up to 
75 metres in length. It also does spe- 
cialist structural steelwork, and 
built the central section of the 
cocoon-like Media Centre stand at 
Lord’s Cricket Ground to London. 

Back in Penzance, Mr Thomas 
says that “we’ve kept on half a 
dozen men on a care and mainte- 
nance basis to keep the company 
ticking over”. 


MARTIN GRANT has made his first 
senior appointments since he too k 
over as chief executive of Vaux 
Group in June with the brief of 
turning the business from a brew- 
eries company into a modem leisure 
group. 

The hotels, pub and leisure com- 
pany has recruited David Flowers 
from Rank to be property and 
development director, and Richard 
Hunt comes in from Allied Doraecq, 
Mr Grant's old company, to be man- 
aging director of Vaux's Pub Divi- 
sion. David Wilde moves over from 
retail director to become group pur- 
chasing director; 

Mr Grant says this is “the first 
stage of reshaping the company”. 
Two months ago he put the two orig- 
inal hreweries at Sunderland and 
Sheffield up for sale along with 350 
pub tenancies. 

One scion of the Nicholson fam- 
ily which founded Vaux in 1837, 
Frank Nicholson, is still managing 
director of the breweries division, 
while Paul Nicholson is chairman. 
Frank Nicholson is leading an MBO 
bid for the breweries. 

Vaux's advisers. Noble Grossart 
and BT Aiex.Brown, expect to 
announce the winning bidder for the 
brewer business in mid-December. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sterling 

Country Spot 1 month 3 month 


Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 month 


D-Mark 

Spot 


UK 

Ausrralfa 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

ECU 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 


1.0000 

2.6262 

19.693 

57.731 

2.6023 

10.644 

1.4219 

8.5133 

9.385 

2.7992 

471.28 


Hoflg Kong 12.989 
Ireland 1.1273 
Italy 2769.6 

Jopin 201.10 
Malaysia 6.3753 
Mexico 16.71 6 
Netherlands 3.1559 
New Zealand 3. 1151 
Norway 1 2.517 

SauS^abia 6.2916 


2.6220 

19.657 

57.533 

2.5978 

10.618 

1.4180 

8.4870 

9.356 

2.7904 

472.81 

12.971 

1.1242 

2762.1 

199S2 

6.5035 


2.6775 

19.609 

57.249 

2.5913 

10578 

1.4112 

8.4434 

9.307 

2.7766 

476.00 

12573 

1.1190 

2749.3 

197.46 

6.7020 


So$tfA/rica §14993 


Spain 238.00 

Sweden 13.548 

Switzerland 2.3040 
US 1.6775 


3.1453 

3.7104 

12525 

286.17 

6.2855 

2.7200 

9.5903 

23732 

13.509 

23924 


3.1288 

3.1050 

12.548 

284.68 

6.2782 

2.7018 

9.7819 

236.11 

13.445 

23726 


0.5961 

I. 5656 

II. 740 
34.415 
13513 
6.3450 
1.1798 
5.0750 
5-5949 
1.6687 
28034 
7.7433 
1.4881 

1651.0 
119.88 
3.8005 
93650 
1.8813 
0.5385 
7.4615 
171.12 
3.7506 
1.6285 
5.662 B 
14138 
8.0762 
1.3735 

1.0000 


0.5971 

I. 5657 

II. 738 
34355 
1.5512 
63406 
1.1810 
5.0680 
5.5867 
1.6662 
282.33 
7.7457 
1.4897 
1649.4 
119.3 8 
3.8835 


0.5984 

I. 5663 

II. 734 
34257 
1.5507 
63300 
1.1842 
5.0526 
5.5692 
1.6615 
28434 
7.7628 
1.4934 
16453 
1*1.16 
4.0 1 C5 


1.8782 

1.8574 

7.4790 

170.88 

3.7534 

1.6242 

5.7268 

141.72 

8.0665 

1.3689 


1.8723 
1.8- JO 
73090 
170.35 
3.7569 
1.6168 
53535 
14139 
8.0454 
1.3599 


03572 
0.9382 
7.0351 
20.624 
03296 
33024 
0.8231 
3.0413 
33529 
1.0000 
168.36 
4.6403 
0.8917 
989.39 
71.840 
23775 
10717 
.. |274 
0.3227 
4.4714 
102.54 
23476 
0 9759 
33935 
85.024 
4. 8398 
0.B231 
0.5993 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Country 


Sterling 


Dollar country 


Sterling 


Dollar 


Argentina 
Brazil 
China 
Czech Rep 
Egypt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigeria 


1.6775 
1.9969 
13.886 
SO.057 
5.7246 
3925 4 
362.34 
71.042 
12916.fi 
0.5095 
142.59 


1.0000 

1.1904 

83778 

29.840 

3.4127 

2340.0 

216.00 
42.350 

7700.0 
0.3037 

85.000 


Oman 

Pakistan 

PtiBHpma 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 

UAE 


0.6458 

84.462 

67,100 

5.7597 

6.1053 

31537.0 

2208.1 

54.655 

61.262 

494946 

6.1620 


0.3850 
50.350 
40.000 
3.4335 
3.6395 
1 8800.0 
131630 
32.581 
36.520 
295050 
3.6733 


INTEREST RATES 


UK Germany 

Base 6.75% Discount 
France Lombard 

Intervention 3.30% Canada 
Italy Prime 

Discount 4.00% Discount 
Netherlands Denmark 
SpAdvance 3.30% Discount 


US 

2.50% Prime 
4.50% Discount 
Fed Funds 
7.00% 5pain 
530% 10-dRepo 


4.00% Repo{Ave) 


Japan 

8.00% Discount 0.50% 
4.75% Belgium 
5.63% Discount 2.75% 
Central 3.30% 
3.50% Switzerland 

Discount 1.00% 
3.85% Lombard 3.25% 


! BOND YIELDS 1 

Country 3 mth dig 

'r 

dig 

2yr chg 

5 yr dig 

10 yr 

chg 

Australia 4.73 

0.01 

4.67 

0.00 

4.63 0.01 

4.86 0.03 

5.16 

0.03 

Belgium 3-5* 

0.00 

3.47 

0.00 

333 0.02 

3.86 0-01 

4.38 

-0.01 

Canada *.9i 

0.02 

4.99 

0.03 

4^5 0.03 

4.99 0.04 

5.18 

0.04 

ECU 3.90 

0.00 

3J9 

0.01 

3.62 o.oa 

3-89 0.05 

433 

0.0* 

France 0.00 

0.00 

3.39 

0.00 

3.53 0.02 

3.78 0.02 

4.33 

0-02 

Germany 3.64 

0.00 

3-55 

0.01 

3.46 a02 

3.79 0.00 

431 

aoi 

Italy 4.04 

-0.03 

3.74 

0.00 

3.75 0.01 

3.93 0.00 

4.44 

0.01 

Japan 0.01 

0.00 

0.17 

0.01 

OJ2 0.01 

0.55 0.01 

0.87 

0.03 

NTands 3.50 

0.00 

332 

0.00 

3.60 0.02 

186 0.02 

438 

0.02 

Spain 3.40 

0.00 

3.35 

0.00 

3.55 0.04 

3.81 0.03 

4.48 

0.03 

Sweden 3.75 

-0.01 

3.78 

-0.01 

3.85 0.01 

4.14 0.02 

4.64 

0.02 

Stand 1.54 

-0.03 

1.63 

-0.03 

1.52 -0.01 

1.90 0.00 

236 

-0.02 

UK 630 

-0.03 

6.49 

0.04 

5.47 -0.02 

5.07 -0.03 

4.94 

-0-01 

US 4.41 

- 

434 

- 

4.S7 

435 ... 

494 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Ovenight 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 

1 war 


BU 

Ofcr 

BU Ofltr 

BU Oder 

BU Oflter EM 

OTter BU Otter 

Treasury Bills 




6^0 630 

6.45 630 



Domestic Oepos 

638 TJX 

6.B8 7.00 

&91 637 

6-68 63* 636 6.72 6.416.47 

Eurasterihfi Deps 6.B8 7,00 

5.88 7.00 

697 7.03 

631 697 6.66 6.72 6.41637 

Etefcie Bank B&ts 



6.65 6-55 

6.55 6.45 630 620 






6.94 6B6 

690 632 6.63 633 6.35635 

Eurodollar CDs 




5.19 

5.31 5.09 



ECU Depaste 




3X8 4-00 

335 3.88 332 3.72 


MwiK.bloMnberg.coin/uk 

Source: Bloomberg 



j|_ INDUSTRIAL METALS f 

Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Low 

Esc Boor 
vottne 

. Open 

•merest 

LME (S/conne) 

Cash Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

UHEsute 

Chg* 

Long Gat 

Dec-98 

115.15 

115.30 

11434 

28435.00 

117352.00 

AlumWiBn HG 

1300.5 

13013 -1430 

1317 

13175 

-12.5 

526550 

1100 

5 YrGHc 

Dee-98 

107.63 




1571.00 

AlumMum Alloy 

1087 

1092 -11.00 

1118 

1120 

-10 

67360 

260 

German Bund 

Dec-98 

112.34 




4269 00 

Copper A 

1551 

1552 -7.00 

1580 

1581X5 

-55 

*80200 

1800 

toUan Bond 

Dec-96 

110.58 

1 10.86 

11030 

15477.00 

5274600 

L£Ml 

4B5 

4B6 -0.50 

496 

496.5 

0.5 

109175 

•175 

Japan Govt Bd 

Dec-96 

138.77 

138.84 

138.73 

568.00 

0.00 

Nickel 

4120 

4130 -20.00 

4190 

4195 

-20 

61098 

534 

3 Mth Scerfing 

Dec-98 

93.18 

93.18 

93.16 

18586.00 

200439.00 

Tin 

5430 

5440 -35.00 

5385 

5395 

-35 

7005 

45 


Mar-99 

93.68 

93.69 

93.6* 

16715.00 

168551.00 

Zinc 

9563 

957.5 -13.50 

974 

975 

-11 

337075 

-1475 


3 Mtti Euramark 
3Mtti£uro6ra 


3 Ntth Euroyen 
3 Mtfi Em on riss 


3 Mth Euro 
FTSE100 


Nov-98 
Dec-98 
Dec-98 
Mar-99 
Dec-9B 
Dee-9 B 
Mar-99 
Nov-98 
Dec-99 
Dec-99 


96.36 

96-37 

9628 

96.52 

99.42 

98.43 
98.42 
96.10 

96.34 

5545.00 


9637 

9628 

96.53 


9634 37274.00 
9624 536900 
96.49 6793.00 


98.44 

98.42 


9837 9321.00 
98.37 6225.00 


963* 

5590.00 


9634 250.00 

5520.00 20382.00 


3675.00 

516648.00 

184516.00 

258281.00 
0.00 

61302.00 

50875.00 
0.00 

975100 

193624.00 


LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 


SemanmMoe 551030 
No* 

Can imp VU Put Impltol 
325 43 5 35 

378 41 8 34 

2 32 45 12 33 

189 36 19 37 


Feb 


Series 

5450 

5500 

5550 

5600 


Call Put 
429 86 
392 99 
356 112 
319 125 


CtB Put 
570 154 
477 166 
440 178 
403 191 


CbD Put 
587 208 
549 221 
511 233 
479 252 


ENERGY Ar s -iocm 


Brent OudefS/bamQ Gas oB(Vtonne) WTI Cmde(S/t>arrel) Prodoca(&toraie) 
B>E Last* dig Vol *E Owe Chg 1M NVM Last* Ow SpotOFNWEur 

Dec 12.44 0.0321167 Nov 109.75 0 00 6893 1117 -0.42 Gaso**95 135.50 

ten T 2.14-0. 7019410 jw 10625-550 7124 ■**" ,3Aa -0 36 NaphAa 133.00 

Feb 12A64L2B *393 ^ 1122SAOO 4819 ■«« 10650 

* alg ta, 1392 -026 MOSII9M6600 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES a 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%04GYTD 

Index 

197Q«100 

143.33 

•5.82 

-3.90 

275-26 

-33.42 

Agricultural 

1970*100 

191.08 

-434 

-2.32 

231.23 

-17.36 

Energy 

1983=100 

49.47 

-2.46 

■4.73 

8586 

-4238 

Ind Metals 

1977-100 

135.94 

•0.69 

>0.51 

168.79 

-19.46 

Livestock 

1970-100 

143.53 

-10.65 

•6.90 

191.03 

-24.87 

Pres Metals 

1973-100 

387.48 

■3.77 

-0.96 

46364 

-16.41 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm fta/S per « pm rwc per ot 

Day's Year s Daw's 

eng Chg Year's chg 

90-2 50-37 00 Ptadnum 207.40 -2.6C 


Coins (S) 


dig 


Year's 


Plumum 3*7.00-2 50-37 00 Ptadnum 207 .40-2.60-21 55 Knjgrands 2S9 49 -1081 
PaQadwn 278.00 1.00 72.00 PaJUxUum166 15-0.30 39.55 Sow 65 16 

Steer 5.04-0.09 -0.02 5iteer 3.01 -D.06 0 0? Ncttes 38605 
Gold 294.85-2.25 -6.90 Maple Leaf 291 05 -16.56 


AGRICULTURAL at vjopm 


Cocoa 

LIFFE ETtome 
Decsa 972-00 
MM 991 008 JO 
May99 
1027.00 
White Sugar* 
LUTE SAome 

vat o 
Dec38 243JO 
Mai99 244.50 
Maj99 243.60 


Coffee 
LUTE Srtomt 
Vot 0 

NOW9B2028.00 
5S^>fe33.00 
MHB10BSJ0 
Mol: 0 

Now98 973.00 
Dec98 980 JO 
Jan9S 988.00 


Barley 

LBTE £/ionne 
Mbfc 0 

NOV98 78.00 
Jan99 79.60 
Mar99 82.25 
Wheat 
LIFFE 5'ionne 
1ft* 0 

NOW98 78.75 
Jan99 80.10 
Mar99 82X0 


Potatoes 
LIFFE f.rome 
«at 0 

Mar99 198.00 
Apr99 278.00 
May99 298.00 
Com' 

CBOTCenisteiU 
IftM: 0 

Oec98 220.00 
Ma>99 231.00 
May99 238.50 


Lge Potatoes 
Alh f 75- 

uc* 6 

flp*99 570.75 
May99 577.75 
Jun99 587.00 
Soya Beans* 
CBOI S-5kKl); 
VoL 0 

Nov98 66.00 
Jan99 42.60 
Mar9S 68.00 


OTHER SPOTS *r s : ^pm 


[CME] Si'40ftlb 
(CMEJSr4€hft» 


Dec live Carrie 
Fetj tat Bettes 
ten Orange Juice (CTN) S,n5kb 
Nor Wt {C5qS/50k8> 

Dec Oats 
ten Ftes 


62.38 

*3X5 

116X0 


(CBT15l5»taft 

|WCE) 5/20 m 


112J50 

33&50 


Dec WMelilauE 
Apr Rubber 
Dec Conan 
Nov CrudePakn 
Dec SoyaCM 


(SAF) 5,100 mt 609.00 
(TCM)V 5LLg 3S50 
1CTN) S/50k lb 6625 
(KLQS.75 01 236200 
(CBT1 & 601i 0> 24 6J 


Apr Vltooften %m (7CMJ$-500ki; 116500 


bated by Midland Bank pk. We reserve the right not to open an account. 
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You only do business in the UK, 
so why bother opening a ‘euro account’ ? 


To open a Midland euro account or 
for more information, including a free 
'euro checklist’, call the number below 
or contact your local Midland Branch. 



A POSSIBLE SCENARIO 


-1 


It’s lunch time, you are enjoying a ‘post meeting' sandwich with a client when she says something 
that nearly makes you choke. From January 1st, her parent company (based in Lyon, France) 
have decided that from now on they will trade only in euro. As a result, they are asking all their 
suppliers across Europe, including you, to invoice in euro. 


<x> 

Midland Bank 


Member HSBC Gnmp 
www.midl3ndbank.com/businn5/emu 


Call: 0345 40 41 42 


A 




t . 



26/MANAGED FUNDS 


_ W »!T +A- ™ a: 


Ctol* 


Tsrsf — ♦#. yid 


finMMkcam ?i87fi 2X74 -0.19 345 ICO 

Ewtvbwtt 145£3 154 00 0£3 454 Si) 

Grown nix 33251 -m t ci :® 

Hfttacor* ttifi "91 0.08 7-65 5® 

(MliCtlWcc 9548 101.57 -ON C57 SCO 


H-aii Sira 1 

W» 

Parse 4ec 

Po«3inc 

UCtow 

OX&ete&w 

(KSoaerto 


^7= 

STJE 0H> ODD SJB I S3 

02X4 iff 009 5J5 > 


araj *t- ™ SET 


“!«■ 


Mm ♦(- « Hi ■ m< 


e»n* 


tzs 

29.78 

25520 27775 JK) 150 5 00 

Ift-S 19290 i ED 1 SOX 500 | 

14200 15160 1.70 I® 100 ■ V*** 1 **™?* 
KM 87 X IX 223X000 
ioaai H840 -020 asms® 


Balanced 


ABCwettlMUd 


4 Bsttfa MOp UK, EndPaSEl 2U 


Charity Food 
OraMBfiteE* 


r.ra tbss o.m oto on 


AmrakanSmto 

Anatwanegir 

asbPjc 

bdamaEteP 

Crfi 

toe & Si b 
CnumM Bond 
EuepeaiGrorari 

BKtwnSnBar 

fl5£ 1W 250 tda 
Gen) Uk mb 
sou amp 
bMCita 


ftt 01 71 371 7079 

AntaGMOl 3SS3 35510 053 0.17 5210 
E26(IUI -065 CCWOTC 
156.fl 16585 -082 COO 550 

51 05 0515 1 50 105X6® 

16774 17302 OOO 218 300 

952 957 000 63X050 

1£2_06 16453 419 2SXA00 

8426 87 03 028 fi Go 125 

394.22 41700 1017 CGDXUD 

17458 18868 6.06 DOC 550 

9712 US 87 -2S6 133 650 

Jl.46 22.66 050 5 75 5a 

3982 4259 070 BOO 550 

156<1 16697 427 COB 550 

leMnedort Grate 174 00 185 73 4 18 1)11 !*C 
10161 10720 056 DCC 5G0 

i2i£<iu) on m .n 

S3 04 6742 121 350 13) 
Iton UartB ICO 66 10116 0(0 OQ 5 EC 
UMMflnra 4J.B 45 99 0 73 T.S8X;® 
- - 11G450M) 177 0 00 ZSD 

819? 07 61 2.78 OCO SSI 

451 476 -0Q 5.55 53 

39534 42060 6JK 180 SO 

IK E«*rSafeVB4 1M05 11878 -13 TLOX 5ffl 

UlSlK^ 1758 1856 040 575 SS 

IKSrieorad 13S52 14868 069 00 S3 

IH jtrHM Coe 78 (B 8351 OK 031 550 

US Bear J72 393-009 4 03 650 

USErtAySHam* 9100 97 61 4)46 0 00X550 

US Me> 26 05 2745 0X6 <3 625 


UnaWHnanUI 


■ In 


Pacific Smkrev 
WBrt 

l*. EqHty Gamri 


UrmNiltlK 

Satexaffltetec 

MWCCStettC 

MBdaMMCC 

EucnCrawMitc 

gJSfeftllB 

SSfiraCstee 

riesrwAc: 

f4{ftB yibi fee 

USpOTQSSK 

( gsjntr.s to 

Japan 

Jean Art 

Hanp rtP- nfrtH 

faSC&DWh 

ftcdtSnrtAcc 

Srater Ccs 
Scjtototes 

IKGcrart 

IK Gems Ac: 


1674] 4)07 000 401 
1ST 74 I64J1 4)07 0 00 4 00 
35.45 237.X 4.71 on *00 
19164 t»C 345 07U400 
237 JT <4726 443 000 400 


tapeirtU® 

nim 

SKffMStada 
Santo to 
Draw Bates 


III ffl 139 SO IJO 188 an 
71 12 7603 OX IW on 
fS290 >81.40 IDO 019 650 

18560 16420 in 173 &50 

14500 15400 040 03b 550 

14190 15190 -an 0.47 850 

7745 77 * 089 1 07 000 

I39n 146.70 on 256 550 

5717 60.81 002 261 000 

34920 36810 180 289 000 




7=42 "2 -j) :k 


Amman 
' Amman loan 
. Emfeaekin 
: European Gran: 

- QoMaw 

j Whom 
i jqnnGraadi 

I JJJBTBO 

■ JawnSnatoCa 


S3 77 9473 4 TC 
rax 4S493 255 
S 973 3G2J 645 
2393 S* 4C 4 CO 

nrs tsv ooo 

“723 15720 0U 
t®?* 20040 2 7D 
42 "4 « 98 052 

1712 1513 014 


253 13 
093 on 
079 on 
an 525 
407 525 
5 75X525 
000X525 
S3 CCS 
CEO 525 


MI.K48JT 


ftMlyl 


Anuria®— 8b 
ASAN 

5Ka Jen 434 an in i eg. 

11544 119 □ 0Z 611X350 I teftAAC 
181.12 1S860 OX t71 350 ; gras. 
12590 13114 206 3 7? 490 I 
7477 77. SB 123 4.731490 
20682 21429 1 BI 000 400 

2E6 04 214 83 1 61 000 4 00 

X 48 59® 035 090 100 

3745 2902 03 OOO 4D0 

62. tJ 64J3 068 1.42 400 lr _ 

6575 e*49 00 14T 400 | 44»»«»aH 
3592 9098 156 1.40X490 I ‘“Oj* 

9600 1«00 158 140 400 . UffUdriW 
1663 172.B4 4112 fl 891 4 00 

19048 19642 413 009 400 

12702 1523? 055 MB 490 

14210 149 15 062 258 4 00 


573 ED |MA 450 OOO 525 
25120 Hd) -190 OOO 525 
14 43 (moj on omxs® 
10090 10090 on 660 ooo 
10879 12479 0 06 6 60 000 
331.3 fU(D 530 03? $25 


i 

• Aaao 3214 7420 074 

jm^KcnOiw »4&: i-uea ico 
! Ssunomuico 1699 tsc on 

: SipntaJB 56 44 5561 003 

'• BOTCH fee KS3 OE3e 1 39 980 
i BmGnMiiuaiEfa^elZSEt'cOT 


081 525 
:S5 52 
on 525 
on on 


Gutall 

GnaM&lKBn 

H^taEena 

taafts 
HnoMIPEP 
J4MI 


1X90 880) 
4D73(iUI 
238.40 (Mdl 

34.11 (Md) 
r 9050 (lid) 
6632 8801 
14310 880) 
iTMIUrn 
3SO7 880) 

49300(1681 


110 043 S3 
643 030 60S 

zm 333 $2 

021 481 400 
ISO 4.10 525 
0*4 104 US 
120 000 525 
057 OOO 525 
OOO OOO 0 Off 

an oeo 82 


! OUKsc OK lrnrt Mead IM 

1 AfOrtiamn £6 7-- I9?9 CSC 


I 88modfes 

; GMfcXcc 
' GmaCifcc 
1 teens 
! bcowAce 


<s;: 4781 053 
C.29 ass Ci6 
HIS 41 7? 046 
4X96 4 ,’C GS? 


?43 TiC 
25 fl SS 
358 550 
•e 550 
to 550 
J 44 550 
5*4 CSS 


CSDbK 

in ti sn 

ux (tows 

IK tease 


Ud 


Oo wpKdp Be 
t teeiHIWtete 
ns 


23160 24450 170 156 SOD 
?3340 2S6X SID 152 500 
201.40 21200 1» 3 4» 890 


rstediUteMPMtMQaUd 


Hiunnw 

Ben: 


ADBfiWttlAlI 
BtencedAcc 
EUmeadte 
Brew Ewrt 
D n i ilf i MBA cc 


33.43 

3747 

1356 

2034 


!Sn 13170 1« 0 37 iW 

780 8307 090 170 60) 

mis 74 73 on :m OG0 

HIM 1X60 0£0 243 6CB 

180 70 171 n 2® 4 II 600 

9964 10600 13) 4 11 S® 

ft 06 6156 1® OKlXaCS 
3584 01? 27BXS90 
3 983 03i 2 r& S QO 

1443 on 019 soo 

?1.64 020 !« 5DD 

51960 S52J0 11 10 O^ SCG 
15090 15380 130 043 SCO 
58 93 6237 011 3 67V800 
41.49 4382 01? ±67X500 
10090 10730 140 OCO SOS 
07.10 954 40 1180 156X890 
71690 76160 1080 286X500 
1030 1040 -O10 489 550 
26119 2*1.60 -010 A9S 583 
124 60 13260 140 Oia 600 
117109 1947 OS 1700 4 SO 600 
579 n 61680 850 450 600 
3?89 3446 D 60 0 00 6 00 

080 7324 180 00015(3) 
1240 13110 020 038 2® 
1720 18380 2 CO 26W5W 
11720 134.70 190 260 500 
100 1EOJQ 210 244XSC0 

111.40 ns 3D 150 2«xan 

473 m 51030 4)0 000 60S 
10 70 282 70 ?0 0.70 ECO 
3161 1363 040 090 50 

124 00 1310 210 187 80 

UKOortiAttd 6 U6(t 40*040 930 222 SOB 
UK GOMI BE (E 8133000 401 X 590 272 800 
UCtaeoHAcc 100 13880 210 219 50 
IK team Be 001 85 12 1X 219 SCO 

UKSHKCk 00 4?98 *004 2 00X50 


O hu w u PMBto 
DtsMtem 
OUtnaar Ace 
EmatfHteAcc 

Eoropf 

BnnMAcc 

EMteaneAct 

Eanteamete 

FiGjesGHiAcc 

Geml Ace 

Genetete 

GKSftedki 

OCSAHlBAa 

eoMOops 

Mma-KAcc 

Mgtatete 


GUI 
Cerate Ace 
SamK Da 
U&Faedtnt 
Gram 
Itgebcara 
team act 
tearaOsi 
HGumti 
J apwese Gf?*8i 


IKSmMgrCm 

Smeseta 


6583 mn 050 141 000 

201M 21170 as in on 

12780 135.70 270 015 on 

iQ77 inn 21a an ooo 

STOiO EH 4 820 1 11 DM 
28453 30190 4.10 111 00 
47.44 4994 4104 3 70X 00 

34430 30 0 4il 127 525 
Z8S20 3W0 200 20 00 
55480 59870 5J0 284X00 
16400 1730 10 2E4XOOO 
2430 260 2X Ol2 00 
2759 2921 006 0 00 OCO 
36:20 3S3X -020 OOO 000 
MOB 25770 00 181 00 

077 7316 an an on 


SeecteSis 
a Erf Am 

Uk Grata 


XK0 33910 30 22b 00 
4201 (Md) aC 319 525 
29 71 001 00 686 OCO 

057 0801 085 20 00 

010 81® 04? 00 S29 

IIS» 1220 1.16 000X525 
60 96 (EMI OOi 301 50 
855*0 jlid] 00 I 33 525 
IST.nOEd) 390 188 525 
1S90HM IX 122 525 
29M 3057 OI7 00 525 


; RM 

taw SmaSer Dr 
! AasbCKWC 
■ Beausmat 
; Cast 


fat 81 0 4 
tetaa 

■r ~r-* 1— 

aiS'irsr: 

totOxirte 

FmzxSAs 

Eiacji t a t e: 

Draw 

EiKCjsnAe 

E *31 team 

EjCRBCOWvi 

ns in 

FTSc IGCAlC 

Cerate 

oenaAa 

Hip woes 

WtJWC 

HptortK 

rtcaWAee 

WpPBefTT 

Hi «fieent= 

teems 

tew ta 


4K^> 

51417 

15714 


„ 0104 134313 

435 -:x- !* 

«*3* ■■ a ^1-: 

IT: '7 iii ! 471 ! K 


•171] 
JSC3.- 
;r. - 


XX 

nz 
• etc 


K2 


1 8 CaimM Ball HffK U8 

XU 2M70 220 00 50 
Kptesna ?l 53 2208 OX 175X5® 

Jatoo asnSoCci 10*3 11.10 003 000(50 

UK So* COS Act XX 3249 -0.11 2.12 50 

UK Sat Caste 2827 024 410 212 50 

USSmMerCns S20M 55240 A to 000(50 


22302 *2791 
tCJ7 1*365 
30 52 56 2? 

:cs a? inn 

564 S3 ID20C2 
13S5C :«54 
257 83 2S 83 
IV 16 124S5 
12661 125 C? 
?£?4j jaa 
Sb£' M33 
223C7 343 35 
415 4T 445 14 
39»a 4130 
11770 <25381 
hO ffte K tefteP aa 6366 3S$3 
WewwJortwsfiaaiisn 12316 


Eamgeaete 
Ena SraHer Ccs 
luiiejiUAi 
Eneteue Acc 
: totem 
1 GacJEccd 
I OaU Tecmotet 
I Mpteom 
I testae 4 G*»a 


JKwQWbAcc 

MoAtoMnAa. 

H)IH)K*fcPcc 

U^HtfiVieUnc 

HgOndGMta 

I4MS1HK 

NattAtmte 

ncflcBmfii 

hKGte 
IK Grate Acc 


CapaMara Mjan Ml 31a* Hoi Ud 

8 Gee 32210 3*090 00 00 50 
iC0 S14C 00 0® 5® 
149.10 15120 20 OSO 50 
1X0 1480 2 GO 0® 50 
S18; 62.60 044 554 50 
713 75® 052 554 50 
1137Q 1100 -ID S3! 20 
6060 734 7DI0X 176 50 
52540 964 SO £20 446 3® 
5620 605.-4) 340 4 46 5 0 
47® SOX 0® 0® 50 
47® SOX 0* 00 50 
12066 12057 0® 272 500 
0® 1K24 a® 172 SCO 
158 60 100 IX 187 50 
2050 21070 230 1® 500 


, AoariesnSSMAcc 
EmapeBi (bc Ac: 
En mai to. im 
. Em testae 
E flK«J»ue Ace 
FtaCHBOTIlK 
(tow&te 
; teOGmaAcc 
te & Grate Ik 
iMn&Gw Ace 
JmsSGmte 
Strader Cat Acc 
Sntti Caste 
SeecteSiB 
SpeoaseAcc 


AMy— H Trast 
Annan Grate 


Arnett 6 
crate Raerae 
DW-ndl Grate 

EM 

Enome Crate 


580 ® 61910 30 0® 00 

194 40 3070 ‘X 0® 6® 

351.40 J7580 570 272X6.00 

164.10 1640 DIO 425 0 00 

887? 923 10 33* 60 

8586 9251 069 10 EGO 

*54 40 272 ID 430 03 S® 


- Amancra Rntto 
Ecaieai PonMo 
1 (tostem Gened 
1 H&txxnr 
Jspwnaftrtaio 
ftofic Earffcfo 
MfloAQ 
iKEcmr 
UP. Ecuty 5 Bead 
UKSB3teCas 


Ote Tnut Bate Ite 

1034 zm a 024 024 50 


10® 2110 142 03 50 
480 49 40 410 00 00 
57® 8114 00 584XSW 
4343 4504 00 000X5® 
101® 10954 MS 1.7B 500 
11019 12068 1® 211 50 
11765 124 84 1 40 153X500 
7041 74 0 024 5® 50 

4037 51 74 4)05 234 S00 


Anar Grate 
AmOmteAcc 
Acner Sraler Cos 
AnatettrCotAK 
C350I 

Crate Act 

CtteSnteerffcs 

Oj®tra<tosAa: 

Cmanw 

Coonrattta 

Esenteeo 

EmnIKiAcc 


EucjeanAcC 
EtiatacAa 
E 01 I 


tame acc 
08 

o acc 

Hate Fans Acc 
Hesa Rad Acc 
BcomeSGrarti 


uaoaa 
U (tote Acc 
JraraOGamd 
teoa&Gst Acc 
lleugflilMg 
Msagaeosno 
Ptalo 


era That Hang 


itateyl 
MMHpBcACC 
ttanen? te 
(teraiittcAce 
uc Grate 
(K Boom ACC 


"Sr® mm -oh on 50 

13?® 14040 -0® 00 50 
65900 7000 -520 00 50 
67X30 na.10 -5 2D 00 5® 
379® 404 10 1.10 1 43 iOO 
571® 60B40 170 1® 50 
HU 70=3 078 00 50 
78® 8295 064 0® 50 
153® 10.60 OH 577 50 
364® 38810 o® 577 5® 
3038 410 051 0® 50 

3871 41® 00 0® 50 
2250 2380 50 00 50 
Z3930 200 5SD 0® 5® 
EED60 8720 00 3® 50 
48320 5140 50 3® S® 
» OM 278 80 100 068X50 
279® 297® 3® 068X50 
67® 6906 -00* 50X3® 

1160 1100 00 550X30 
237® 25440 -210 QKK5® 
237® 25440 -z.10 00X50 
26040 28150 420 30X50 
4800 49020 3® 30X5® 
489® 52100 60 00X5® 
541® 578® 060 00X5® 
IDO® 11470 0® 0® 50 
10® 115® 0® 00 50 
72® 78® 0® 420X5® 
0122 K8J 00 433X50 
13270 130 7Q 1® 1® 5® 
147® IS® 1.® 10 5® 
243® 25010 0® 432X50 

76210 mao an 437x50 

84 78 ®0 00 <83X500 
81.78 8742 00 468X5® 
B057 85 71 101 120X50 

90.31 9607 1.12 000X50 



37410 265 3) 
11122 11735 
9497 J3S21 
462 GS 4€972 
143® <£330 
£392 raap 
425 71 C&0 
687® 73614 
17707 1034 


•2-1 

IK 

121 

004 

72® 

238 

278 

on 
0® 
7iT 
006 
•10 
451 
426 
12 13 

-on 

■G 12 
424 
1® 
0E3 
-OE7 
10 
012 
6cG 
1077 
CS7 


Q 0X525 
051 175 
101X525 
69? 00 
Q02X525 
7® 535 
085X 53 
OGDXSS 
0® 52 
467 5 3 
4 7? 525 
00X53 
313 52 
743 5 3 
243 525 
3® 525 
00 53 
041X525 
0® 525 
G 03 525 
0® 52 
00X53 
£ £5X350 
079 IS 
079 525 
009 52 


mBCtefc: 

te Bg cac 

Hmnte 

IUbbuep 

TOUiPec 

*asBdR« sj 

i tate 

PjafcA= 
AWoscse: 
Prana nr Ac: 
SK^RcAce 
Men 


am 
scfecraus 
smart Oas 
sxaonsta 
CTrfer Cr-. 
StcaOerCcsAcc 
IP Grate 
(K Grate A= 
UXBcor 
IXIZXXAK 
noaocosGte 


•tl£J 

•r , o 

<125? 
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SPORT 


Family 

dominate 

Hamed 

struggle 

Frank Warren and Brendan Ingle face an 
uphill fight in the battle to control the 
future of Naseem Hamed. By Glyn Leach 


AS THE power struggle surrounding 
Naseem Hamed approaches its ac- 
rimonious conclusion, the words 
spoken by the World Boxing Or- 
ganisation champion's older broth- 
. en Nabeel at the end of last year 
\P have taken on a prophetic tone. In 
an interview with the author Nick 
Pitt for the book The Paddy and the 
Prince, 28-year-old Nabeel, then 
the manager of his brother’s fan 
club, said: “A lot of people laugh 
when they hear we’re building an 
empire but it’s better for us if they 
do. Wait and see.” 

Nabeel and the eldest Hamed 
brother. 29-year-old Riath (until re- 
cently Hamed's business manager), 
have long ceased being a joke to 
their rivals. Respectively the pro- 
motions director and managing di- 
rector (“we’ve given ourselves new 
job titles,” said Riath) of Prince 
Naseem Enterprises -offshore bank 
accounts and all - the brothers 
have become increasingly infiuen- 
£ tial to the point where, now, total au- 
V tonomy is within their grasp. 

Plainly changes need to be made. 
The fighter's career hit an all-time 
low at the end of last month in At- 
lantic City. The terrible atmosphere 
surrounding Hamed's dour points 
victory over 
Wayne McCul- 
lough has been 
reported exten- 
sively. And the 
general consen- 
sus readied by 
the bulk of the 
media is that the 
champion and 
his bandwagon 
have gone off the 
rails. Where, one gets the impres- 
A. sion, journalism would be quite 
^ happy to let it stay and rot 

The bulk of the criticism for the 
□n edifying events in the seedy East 
Coast gambling centre has been lev- 
elled at Hamed himself. But the 
growing proliferation of factions seek- 
ing to control the champion created 
a tension that could only result in an 
explosion Something had to give, and 
it was Hamed. who for so long had 
represented the calm at the eye of the 
stonu that has grown proportionately 
with his wealth, now estimated to be 
in the region of £I5m. 

This remarkably self-possessed 
young man had somehow, appeared 
able to operate comfortably within 
the paranoid environment created 
by the warring parties. But in At- 
lantic City, for the first time in 31 un- 
defeated fights. Hamed's level of 
performance suffered. Although 
winning comfortably against Mc- 
Cullough, Hamed's showing was 
widely slated as his worst even 
The backstage battles had led the 
champion to the crossroads; defeat 
- and all its repercussions - was be- 
coming a distinct possibility for the 
world’s dominant featherweight. 
And those who sought to control his 
career realised that they had to re- 


solve their situations fast, while 
there was still a career left for them 
to squabble over. 

Within the next two weeks, the 
power struggle wiH be decided and 
tiie Hamed family axis are favour- 
ites to finish in front of Brendan Ingle 
and Frank Warren, the men who re- 
spectively taught and promoted 
Naseem into a position of worldwide 
prominence. 

Warren’s promotional contract 
with Hamed has expired, bringing 
speculation that his five-year asso- 
ciation with the 24-year-old boxer; is 
about to end. Manager/trainer Ingle 
has already been marginalised fol- 
lowing unflattering revelations 
about the fighter in Pitt’s book. 

Hamed is due to return from 
holiday in Florida within the next few 
days and, when Riath returns from 
his own break in Cyprus next week, 
negotiations are set to take place 
with Warren, whose uncharacteris- 
tic “no comment” stance suggests 
that he fears the worst 

Ingle, whose role has been sys- 
tematical eroded since the Hamed 
family first became involved in 
Naseem’s career four years ago, has 
announced that his loyalty lies with 
Warren and not the boxer through 
whom he has 
become a mil- 
lionaire. If 
Hamed splits 
with Warren, he 
does so with 
Ingle, too, says 
the trainer who 
recently has 
been referred to 
as a “Judas” by 
the fighter he 
discovered and nurtured. 

Warren's association with Hamed 
began in 1994. at a time when Nabeel 
Hamed worked as a car mechanic 
and Riath was a community liaison 
officer in Sheffield. The fighter had 
previously been promoted by Barry 
Hearn and then Mickey Duff but it 
was under Warren that Hamed’s ca- 
reer took off within a year; a prospect 
earning £25,000 per fight had turned 
into a world champion with purses 
in the £im bracket It was Warren 
who negotiated Hamed's £1 2 m , six- 
fight deal with the American cable 
television network, Home Bax Office. 

Losin g control of the jewel in his 
stable’s crown would be a bitter blow 
to the promoter; whose much-pub- 
licised legal war with his fanner part- 
ner, Don King, stems directly from 
Warren’s efforts to further Hamed’s 
career in the United States. Warren 
felt that QBO were more able than 
King's exclusive TV outlet. Show- 
time, to “move” Hamed And the ev- 
idence suggests he was correct. 
Indeed, it is difficult to spot where 
Warren may have made a wrong 
move in guidin g Hamed’s career 

But blood is thicker than water 
and Hamed the fighter has stated 
many times that the only people he 
trusts are his family. “Because the 


‘We want a larger share. 
As Naz has to take all 
the risks and all the flak , 
the money should be 
more in Naz’s favour’ 



Powerbrokers: Naseem Hamed deft) is moving closer to handing total autonomy to his family including brother Riath (right); 
(below) happier days in dose harmony with Frank Warren, whose promotional contract has expired Trevor Smith 


promotions make so much money we 
want a larger share,” said Riath. “As 
Naz has to t*kp all the risks and all 
the flak, the money should be more 
in Naz’s favour We’re not saying that 
Naz has done it all by himself but he 
is the one who takes afl the risks and 
that should be reflected” 

As outsiders, boxing powerbro- 
kers with limited experience gained 
in only four years, there is a whole- 
sale distrust of the Hamed clan. And 
any blame that was not heaped 
upon their brother’s shoulders for 
the goings-on in Atlantic City was, 
by and large, apportioned to them. 

“1 know that in everyone’s eyes 
we're playing a very dangerous 
game, but we have to act in Naz’s 
best interests," said Riath. “And 
after Atlantic City we realise exact- 
fy what we're up against We're 
challenging the status quo, and 
there are people - including a large 
proportion of the media, who are 
hell-bent on protecting it I believe 
that the press coverage of my broth- 
er's last fight was completely or- 
chestrated 100 per cent 
“But the time has come for peo- 
ple to stop pointing the finger and 
blaming all and sundry for what went 
on. We must move on, for Naz’s sake. 
We still want to work with Mr War- 


ren out aHqyalfy and respect But we 
now hare no contractual relationship 
with any promoter in the world We 
now have all the worldwide rights to 
my brother’s career and we don't see 
why Naz should not be getting the 
bulk of the financial rewards." 

Whether Warren will be happy 
with the share be is likely to be of- 
fered remains to be seen, but the fact 
remains that having even one finger 
in tiie lucrative Hamed pie beats hav- 
ing none at ad Ingle has already 
farad this choice; relegated to the 
role of “corner adviser” for the Mc- 
Cullough fight, where fas advice 
was steadfastly and studiously ig- 
nored Ingle appears to have ac- 
cepted what has been offered far the 
sake of the careers of his sons, 
John and Dominic, who are now in- 
stalled as Hamed’s official trainers. 

As he walked alone on the Atlantic 
Gfy Boardwalk, Ingle had the forlorn 
look of a man who has created a 
monster Every action, every word 
or gesture, seemed to suggest he 
was asking himself: “Is it worth the 
hassle.” And at some time that 
thought that must hare crossed the 
minds of everyone involved in this 
sorry sa gy«, family or otherwise. 
Glyn Leach is the editor 
of Boxing Monthly 



Falcons’ 
message 
is ‘we are 
for real’ 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


BY NICK HALLING 


IN THE 33-year history of the Atlanta 

Falcons, there has been little cause 
for eelebration. They have won just 
one divisional title, back in I960, and 
have never been a serious Super 
Bow! contender On Sunday, however, 
the Fill eons served notice that their 
time as one of the league's perennial 
losers could be over following their 
convincing 31-13 triumph over the 
San Francisco -liters. 

The win. their eighth of the year, 
goes the Fbleons leadership of the 
NFC Western division, bul perhaps 
more importantly confirms that the 
team's recent good run is no aeaderiL 
The 4 hers had won 11 of die last 13 
meetings between the two sides, but 
they never held a lead in the game 
and. apart from a brief late scare, the 
Falcons were always in control. 

“lie not only wanted to win this 
game, we wanted to send a state- 
ment to the rest of the league, lot 
everyone know we are for real." said 
the Falcons linebacker Jessie Tog- 
gle. With a relatively easy schedule 
to come, the Fblcons are not only for 
real, they have become realistic 
Super Bowl contenders. 

Chris Chandler the Fhlcons quar 
terback, enjoyed an efficient outing, 
supported by 100 rushing yards and 
two touchdowns from running back 
Jamal Anderson. The key to the vic- 
tory, however, was Atlanta's oppor- 
tunistic defence, which forced two 
crucial turnovers in the second half. 

Ray Buchanan intercepted a pass 
from Steve Young, the 49ers' quar- 
terback, returning it to the one- 
yard line and setting up Anderson's 
second scoring run. Them on San 
Francisco's next possession. Young 
fumbled, with the ball eventually 
being recovered in the end zone by 
Tuggle for another touchdown. 

There were some anxious mo- 
ments as Young fired long touch- 
down passes to Terrell Owens and 
Jerry Rice to reduce the deficit to 
five points, but Chandler’s 78-yard 
strike to Terence Mathis calmed Llie 
nerves and confirmed Atlanta's 15th 
win in their last 16 games. 

The Oakland Raiders also look set 
for the play-offs following their hard- 
earned 20-17 victory over the Seat- 
tle Seahawks. Greg Davis won the 
game on a 37-yard field goal with just 
21 seconds remaining, but the most 
significant contribution came from 
Desmond Howard, who returned a 
punt for 63 yards for a touchdown 
late in the first half 

It was Howard's first touchdown 
since scoring for the Green Bay 
Packers against the New England Pa- 
triots in the Super Bowl two seasons 
ago, a performance which earned him 
Most Valuable Player honours. Fal- 
lowing that game, he was awarded a 
four-year; $6m (£3.6ru> deal by the 
Raiders, but had done little to justify 
the investment in the interim. “It’s 
probably been the most frustrating 
time of my fife," he admitted “But you 
realise this game is full of peaks and 
valleys. You have to keep plugging 
away and your just due will come." 

No problems for the Packers, 
who disposed of New York Giants 
37-3. The game will be remembered 
only by Brett Favre, the Packers 
quarterback, who threw his 200th 
touchdown, passing the 23,000 career 
passing marie along the way. Run- 
ning back Darick Holmes became 
the first Packer this season to rush 
for more than 100 yards in a game. 

Things are starting to look 
brighter for Peyton Manning, the In- 
dianapolis Colts quarterback. Man- 
ning led his team to a 24-23 win over 
the New York Jets when he threw a 
14- yard pass to Marcus Pollard with 
24 seconds remaining. 

NFL results. Digest, page 31 
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Henry worked wonders with material already to hand 


> a matter of good luck and 
g else that last week, in rela- 
Whles' chances against South 
I confined myself to the re- 
1 that Graham Henry mu? 1 

> had as great resources at his 
i\ as Clive Woodward. I think 
1st still be so. despite tales’ 
ii performance at Wembley 
if I had gone into the predic- 
isiness more wholeheartedly 
d not hare written that Wales 
k drawing or in the lead unto 
ites before full-time - or that 
jsinc margin would be only 
oints. 1 should have said that 
its would be a moral victory 
points respectable, in view- of 
nth Africans’ 83 points mar- 
raonths ago and their posj- 
the leading side in the won?; 
mid have gone on to write- that 


the Wembley match was the worst 
imaginable introduction to Whies’ 
preparations for both the Five Na- 
tions' Championship and the'Vforld 
Cup - that, far to>m learning from 
an accomplisbed opposition, they ran 
the risk of becoming, in the language 
of my native land, donto, which 

means sBghtiy more than “daunted”, 

carrying as it does overtone of 

_ - I .3 nnn rtmpai 


and Ftebniaiy when me * we 

begins. Bui if the bookmakers per- 
sist in their normal practice of mak- 
ing France or England favourites 
island are consistently poor 
valu!) and Wales third at g^erous 
odds, they may be worthwhatthe 

bookies like to cailan mvestoent 

They may a Iso perform better 


than expected wi their home ground 
in the World Cup. always ass u m i n g 
that the stadium is ready cm time. An 
architect friend of mine, who has 
nothing to do with the project, but 
happened to be in Cardiff the other 

day told me the schedule was dearly 
very tight. 

It is worth noting that Henry 
worked Ins wonders with material 
which was already to hand and had 
mostly, indeed, been around the 
place a long time. Theonecongriete 
newcomer was the New Zealander 
Shane Hbwarth, he of the conveniait 
granny, who is about as Wdsh as my 
Islington-born pussycat But I do not 
want to spoil the party, not at this 
stage aqyway. Apart from one initial 
handling error; be had a marvellous 
match. 

The only other two new faces 



ALAN 

WATKINS 


were Chris Wyatt and the already 
capped Chris Anthony the latter a 
substitute for the injured David 
Young. Young will presumably 
return in due course, as wfll Allan 
Bateman in the centre, wefi though 
their replacements, respectively 


Anthony and Mark Thytoi; played an 
Saturday. 

Tb the ctfdontuto, indeed, tfaerev- 
elation was how well the front row 
stood up to the formidable South 
African trio. The penalty try awarded 
against than did not seem to me to 
be the correct legal consequence of 
the offence -if offence there was. It 
was an eccentric award even by the 
standards of a punishment that has 
grown quite out of control. The 
Welsh trio appeared to be openly 
disengaging and asking for a new 
scrum. The referee could simply 
have awarded one and allowed the 
game to continue. 

But to those who gain their 
impressions from more obvious 
souroestherevelationwastheQuin- 
nefl brothers. Td roe, Iwwevec it was 
not a revelation at alL Fbr years now. 


ever since Scott returned from 
Wigan and Craig left school I have 
been urging successive selectors to 
include them both in any Welsh 
pack that is put on the field with any 
serious hope of winning a match. 

I told them, but they wouldn't 
listen. I was informed that I did not 
understand the finer points of mod- 
em forward play. 

They were, or so 1 was instruct- 
ed, too fat, not fit enough. Scott could 
operate sporadically, In bursts. He 
(fid not give 100 per cent for the whole 
of a match. Craig had similar 
tendencies, and laboured under the 
additional disadvantage of not 
understanding the line-out proper- 
ly. I had seen them play for Rich- 
mond. had I? 

Ah well England and France, to 
say nothing of South Africa and 


New Zealand, were different from 
Newcastle and Saracens. 

Today 1 feel vindicated: likewise 
in my belief in Colin Charvis. 
Contrary to what 1 read somewhere, 
he was not a previously insignificant 
or unknown player He first came to 
prominence playing for Wales on the 
open side, before Gwyn Jones' tragic 
injury but when Jones was never- 
theless unavailable. He was unlucky 
not to go to South Africa with the 
Lions. 

Henry had the wit to play him at 
No 6, dearly his best position, and 
to produce a pack which contrived 
not only to be heavier than the 
South Africans' but also to possess, 
in Martyn Williams, a genuine No 7. 
Whatever happens next Graham 
Henry has done enough to be award- 
ed the freedom of Cardiff. 
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McCoy sent back to school speedy Cyfor Malta 


DU RING T HE fast few years of BY GREG WOOD He himself said at Chel- not exactly gritted as he said it, 

njs iormal education, Tony " tenham thin weekend that the but neither was he smiling. 

McCoy was a persistent truant, uses his whip in accordance whip offence which triggered When he added that “hopeftiHy, 


more interested in riding out with the Jockey Club’s rules, 
horses at a local racing stable “He clearly needs some as- 
was .* n listening to sistance if he is going to ride 
teachers. A different attitude within the guidelines," Mai- 


will be required some time in 
the next couple of weeks, 
though, thanks to an unex- 


colm Wallace, the Club's di- 
rector of regulation, said after 
yesterday’s hearing at Port- 


his visit to Fortman Square 
yesterday - when riding Bam- 
apour to victory in a claiming 
hurdle at Footwell last week- 
was the result of him “trying to 
win a Me, little race", and that 
he did not think he had done 


this will be the last time you’ll 
see me at Fortman Square for 
a while," on the other hand, he 
did so with feeling. 

As he wandered off into cen- 
tral London, it marked a satis- 
factory end to what had seemed 


pected ruling by the Jockey man Square. “By sdA large, he’s anything wrong. Another cou- sure to be a damaging day for 
L'lubs Disciplinary Commit- ridden the vast majority of his pie of days’ reflection seemed the Jockey Club. The authori- 
se yesterday evening. As well winners within the rules, but to change his mind, though, for tie^prdbtemisftBtflieyaEetiy- 


as banning McCoy for 18 days, 
four of which are suspended, for 
a series of whip offences 
stretching back to 4 April, the 
committee decided that it 
would be a good idea for the 
champion National Hunt jock- 
ey, reckoned by many to be the 
finest the sport has seen, to go 
back to riding school. 

Imagine Tony Adams being 
ordered to spend a day training 
with Arsenal Schoolboys to 
brush up on Ins tackling and 
you have a rough idea of what 
McCoy is being asked to do. At 
some point during his suspen- 
sion, which starts on Thursday 
and ends a fortnight on Satur- 
day, he will attend toe British 
Racing School at Newmarket, 
where raw apprentices are 
taught the basics of race-riding. 
There, McCoy will ride a mech- 
anical horse while his style 
and whip action are filmed. He 
will then study the film in the 
company of a senior instructor; 
who will discuss with McCoy 
how he can ensure that he 


the problem is his enthusiasm 
to win. He hits his horses too 
hard, and there is a culture 
within our jockeys that horses 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Oriental Boy 
(Newton Abbot 3.30) 
NB: Dr Bones 
(Wetherby 2.40) 


have to be hit hard and fre- 
quently to win races. We’re try- 
tog to change that culture.” 

Wallace compared the con- 
cept to that of a top sportsman 
in another field who listens to 
the advice of his coach. Some 
punters, though, would argue 
that two successive riding 
championships are persuasive 
evidence that McCoy is doing 
perfectly well on his own. To 
members of this school of 
thought, yesterday's hearing 
was an attempt by the racing 
authorities to punish McCoy for 
no greater crime than trying 
harder than anyone else. 


no sooner had he sat himself in fog to reconcile opinions on 
front PE the Disciplinary Com- what exactly constitutes misuse 
mittee yesterday than he ad- of the whip which are beyond 
mi tied to whipping Bamapour reconciliation, 
with “excessive frequency” Many of the punters in an av- 

after the last flight at FontwelL erage betting shop care little for 
This made what had how often or hard a horse is hit 
promised to be a very difficult so long as it wins. More casual 
job for the stewards much eas- observers, though, are appalled 
iei; a fact which may have been that jockeys should feel able -in- 
reflected in the relatively light deed, obliged -to inflict pain on 
sentence be subsequently re- horses which have already 
ceived. Other jockeys have raced and jumped for two miles 
been banned for up to 30 days or more and are approaching 
in similar draimstanees. None exhaustion, 
the less, McCoy will be un- In the circumstances, the 
available for this weekend's rules as they stand are as rea- 
big meetings at Ascot and Ain- sonable as any we are likely to 
tree, and more significantly get, and whfle McCoy has had 
still, the Hennessy Gold Cup at trouble adjusting Ids riding 
Newbury a week later, in which style to fit them, other leading 
he would have partnered one of riders have not 
the favourites, Cyfor Malta. Bather than trying too hard 

McCoy said tittle as he left on the track, McCoy perhaps 
Portman Square yesterday needs to try harder to under- 
evening. though he did remark stand what is required before 
of his day-trip to the Racing he gets on ahorse. Ifthat is the 
School that “if frhelps and keeps outcome of yesterday' shearing, 
me from being suspended. I’m it will have been a good day’s 
willing to doit” His teeth were work for all concerned. 



DESPITE the fact he has yet 
to win beyond two and three- 
quarter miles, Cyfor Malta, the 
comfortable winner of the Mur- BY IAN DAYEES ~ 

play’s Gold Cup Handicap . . . _ 

Chase off a handicap mark of tenham but, although he is pro- 
150 over an extended two and gresswe over timber, a two- 

a half mites at Cheltenham on lengfli victory off a mark of just 

Saturday; now disputes favour- 136 leaves him needing to lrn- 
itism for the Hennessy Gold prove by another two stone if he 
Cup Handicap Chase over an is to trouble Istabraq. the 
extended three and a quarter Champion Hurdler 
miles at Newbury on Saturday Stanley have laid a bet of 
week. Tteeton 5*11 the other £25,000-£I,000 about Suny Bay 
joint favourite, looks a more for the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
solid proposition, being a ahead of his reappearance in to- 
proven stayer who was most morrow's Edward Hanmer 
impressive when winning at Memorial Limited Handicap 
Win canton recently. Chase at Haydock. 

Grey Shot was promoted in -first national ban khan picap 
the Champion Hurdle betting 
following Sunday’s victory to 7-i cw£ sorg, 
the Murphy’s Draughtflow Nytn- 

Handicap Hurdle at Chel- sferight. «-i 3rycah. a-i i-r* v&mof 


ante-post 

UPDATE 


WETHERBY 


1.10 Errigal 

1.40 Paddy’s Return 

2.10 Jelad 


HYPERION 

2.40 Cumbrian Challenge 
3.10 ORGAN RECITAL (nap) 

3.40 Hardacre 


B LsR-Aand eval c*cut Run-in of 200yd& uphill 

■ Course is NE of town on B1224 near faction Of A5B and AL ADMISSION: Oub CO 
(accompanied indar-iea free): Tattarsals 53; Course £3 (OAFS £2) or E» per car with 
up to four adults. Accompanied under- 16s free CAR PARK: Rea 
FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

a LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revel ey 35-169 (20.7V T Easterly 29-n9 {344%), 

G Richards 19-82 (202%). D Nicholson 17-72 (236%). Mrs S Smith 15-93 pS.1%1 
B LEADING JOCKEYS: L Wyer 44-166 I26SV P Niven 33-146 {226%), A Dobbin 
21-re naav R Guest 17-60 1213%). A Mogirire 17-66 (taa%). P Carter* 14-64 pt9V 
B FAVOURITES: SI -446 <426%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ba Brave (visored, 2X) 

I T in I HENDERSON INSURANCE BROKERS HURDLE (CLASS 
I l, l v l D) £3.800 added 3YO 2m Penalty Value £2,945 

1 DANGEFMAN (F26) (S J QjtK) M W Easarby D t2 RGsrrtty 

2 DISCO TEX (R5) (Mytoart. Raeng) M W Easterly to C — -..-.Flrohy 

3 ELEGANT FAN (USA) (F34) (Trmxfind CcrpcrSKni W Sxrey S 12 R Guest 

4 42 BtfUGAL (FH) (14) (HF) (ftrO AssocSteO fteer$ D Nchefaan B C AMagrtre 

5 JAGO (HB) (E J Manfpn) M W U C ...ECMogtan 

6 MAJOR BALLAST (B) Offrring Fast fectog) Ifro S EfcwrellJ 12 A Thornton 

7 WASTER TERN (USA) (F1C) (Us J J ONsI) J J CNed D 12 RUcGratr 

6 PANAMA HOUSE P r 2S) (P Engfend) T Eastaty 0 G LWynr 

9 SUP VENTURE (FZtyfBytacidThcin^pferod (to) MHanrafoS 12 BHwdhig 

« SUGGEST (FIB) (Ms M Tlndale) W Skny t) V JCafagtwi 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 ErrtgaL >1 Panama House, 9-2 Master Tam, 6-1 Slip Verdure, 7-1 Dengaman, 16-1 

Major BaUaby, 20-1 Jago. Suggest. 33-1 when 

S97. Lord Dsccrt 3 *) & R Thantra? (3) 5-1 (T Easaby) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dangerman; Ran manly n sprrts urtU lancing a surprise wrlnaim handcap at 
Nottn^am las) month. Stable n term and ccud have alutura over hordes 
Disco Tex: Wan a maiden handcap (tn 50 at Hantilon m Judy and also 3rd at Rad- 
car Dm 3f) that month. May need more than 2m over jumps 
Elegant Fan: Modest term m a outings «i martens last season tar Ore Brittain at 
distances up to im 31 Smal tar lurking, but stable dees eel with Rat cast-offs 
Errigal: Ran twice over hurdles In Ranee before making a prom e tng first appear- 
ance tar tis new yard at Cheltenham last month. Runner-up to Edwarda at Warwick 
next tine and can make ms experience count 

Jago: Unplaced to 4 outings on the Flat last season at hj to 2m. Freshed behind 
stabtemase Deco Tm (3rd) when last ot 7 in a handicap flm 3ft at Cattartak n July 
Major Balia by: Rrsi rim tar fesn-besed Sue Bramafs yard Seventh of 10 behtod 
Cncuenla at Leopardstown (im 4t heavy) this month 

Master tern: Rench import and 3rd of 2a bm hd and a fee. behnd Wendorai St-Ctoud 
im (Jyo heap) si June One to wash in the market 

Panama House: Oitte conaarent in hantfeaps around lm and appreciated the step 
up lo XH when wtnnng a) Doncaster (soft) last month in a top jumping yard and 
should make the grade over hurtles 

sap Venture: Trained by Saan Woods Iasi Rat season, he won a gf race at Not- 
tngfiam tast month From stable erjoyng good run and should pick 143 an event 
Suggest Won twice as a 2yo over 7T and ran 14 trues last Flat season without suc- 
«5i Likely to stay 2m, but has quite a tough teal, on tea frst run over jumps 
VERDICT: French mpon Errigal. the only runner with previous (umptag experi- 
ence. s up aganst a few nteiestmg newcomers. He was having Ms second outfeig 
n a weA when runner-up to Edwarda atSterwick a taftnitft apOi ao that ra ce may 
have come a bn puck Jonjo OTtei ts enjoyng a good nm and MASTER TERN. 
Uwd (i a valuable handicap at St-Ctoud r June, coUd be a smart recnit u hunting 

fi Tnl COOLMORE STUD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 
1 1 -nu \ added 3m 11 Penalty value £3,444 

I FFfli UASTERVfOOO{17) (C) £R Ftabrtsor) C Grant 7 n flj ._ . ..CHcConnackfS) 

i TS3 2 PADDYS RETURN (17) (D) (BF) (F ODorwin FlA/phyS h 0 AThamhn 

1 titi-2 SCOTTON GREEN (17) (C) (D) (Sccrwi Dewfcqnents) T Easwtjy T Tl 0 LWytr 

4 ffOS?- VELAPA PRWCE pi^ (F kjrby) F Kitty 7 11 P ... JSuppM 

f 0W%T CMEF CMFPtE (1 1 ) (The -a tatnershg) vv Karp 6 0 12 A Dobbin 8 

$ .222- SISTER GALE (216) (B tan Praaghj Ms S 5mh 6 10 9 GFRjwjp) 

- 6 declared - 

BETTING: 9-n Paddy's Ratum, WScodon Green, 4-1 Haste Wood, 25-1 Stater Gita, 50-1 CNet 
Chippie. 100-1 VWapa Prince 

l?9? rOK.: Wi 6 n o A Magisro 4 -7 ttr (D Nchcfcon) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Master Wood; Won a novee chase (2m 4f) last nunui and then survived rrastahee 
when rallying him 2 out to win a novices handcap here next time from Scotton 
Green ,noiv ^ better oft tat a lengths) 

Paddy's Return: Top class hurdUr who started odds-on on re* chaang debut a 
Ascot (2m 30 las month but Ireshed 2nd to My Warner Jumped safely anoutfi and 
the L-ip wil be more suitaWe 

Scooon Green: Ran as if Outng was needed when < length second to Master Wtood 
here Iasi month Held everv chance tour out and has we^* advantage this pma 
Yetopa Prince: Frst run for new yard and poor form in Ireland Has not run stace 
puling up oi the ath at Letnwei m Apni 

Chief Chippie: Dam wen over hunSes No form m 3 novice chases tras season and 
was beaten a 0 stance when 3rd ot 4 Inshers at Hexham (3m U heavy) Iasi ome 
Sister Gale: Pooi-io-pont me last season Fmtshed 2nd (bm sh hd) on her final 
outing at Aldington m Apri and though <n a good yard has a tough introduction 
VERDICT: PADDY'S RETURN was caught out by tront-runrwig My Wamor ouer 
an inadequate 2m 3i at Ascot last tens, put wS be more at home over tfw trip 


J o i ni SPINAL RESEARCH TRUST CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
5‘ i y.l HANDICAP HURDLE (E) £3,000 2m 4f1 10yds £2,408 

1 34220 CANTON YBmme t^{D)(t>Ffarh SB Chac) SVtaOrkB Till OBuTom(3) 

2 12254- DAN D£ MAN (ISO) (D J PaflerPtttnBrsftai 14*3 LSddal 7 O0 TStddMp) 

3 00253 DlDOY HVtSI {12) (Ct^ (Brampton RojelCMO UntSSnShS 1)3 SDureek 

4 1PP/3 JBAU(ll) (FcrtFenre^p)DW/raySrtn3 03 SKrtyp) 

5 IF025- WVNYAi® LADY {175 (Lady U bb H al) Ms M Rerstoy 7 to 2 .GUep) 

6 505F5- RUSSIAN ASPECT {FimAGbd4MWEastBrty4 SO CMcOsmck 

7 40055 BEBRAVE (8) P4fsSP*scre5TE»«mtpTj8 ® 0 XABpuuY 

B IBSSr BARRtSTBtS BCTT (307) (Rmpoh f^rtrenrtp) T Easlarfiy 8 10 0 RMcGreto 

9 52546 LEAP IN TIE DARK {19) (D)(MsDJ Mona) Mbs L SiddBl 9 to 0 ^EHusbnf 

to JDBM MADBflSTSAM (23) (M Dario) PBMinont6toO BQaOoip) 

11 5O0AK DOUBLE DASH (11) (Sreroot Partnership) 0 Mcfta 5 1) 0 RHotaon(7)V 

-11 declared - 

*6rmxm wefehc t£kt Twe tanicap talgtas: Russian Aapea aa fStt Se Brare DsMTAi. Sanfstefs 
6 by Ba afir. Z^apfii The dart 3d 3fe itedsmls Sam 9a 5SX Docrtte Dash saf 10b. 

BETTING: 3*1 Wynyard Lady: 4-1 Carton Venture, 5-1 Dan De lln, 8-1 Dkldy Ryreer, 7-1 JataU, 
Ba Brave. ltM Russian Aspect. Lasp bribe DarK, 14-1 others 
1897: Doctor 6 to 4 fl Brans {7) 6-1 (J Tiro) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Canton Vdnture: Consistent handcapper and suftBd by tost gnXHid Lookswpight- 
ed up to his best farm Any overnight rain w# be agent! ham 
Dan De Mam Much improved tost season when he won handeeps at Newcastle 
and DoncastK Doubt about trip as ha tSd not seren to stay when tried beyond an 
Dkldy Rymen Wan over 3m early last season and was placed on 3 occasions, but 
seems to need a test ot stamna. Kept on one pace from 3 out whan 3rd on her 
reappearance 81 Tbwcessr (2m Sf) 

JeiaB: kissed Ian season, but shaped wel on las first outfeig for aver a year when 
3rd at Ltitowter (2i/2m) this mo nth . Shortd fenprtwe for the on and may be wot In 
Wynyard Lady; Won a novee event at Kelso pm) on her 2nd cxrtfeigs over tanrias 
last season Rather doappontfeig after that but stabia could hardy be In batter form 
Ruslan Aspect: Maiden handcap hudec Ran probably tos best race when Sh to 
Dan De Man at Doncaster n Jareary, but is only 6b better off for 13 lengths 
Be Btms: Modest hantbeapper, who has been Wed wer fences and ties not won 
snee Apri i£)96l Visore d tar the first time heist but Nefy to arctpnd his losing run 
Barristers Boy; Maiden over jumps and has not run since January when tod of 3 
firishere behnd Ragurutl m a 2m 51 handcap chase. Mates no appeal 
Leap In The Dale Successful 3 times last season (once on good to soft). Court 
make no mprassion whan a wel betoenBih a SedgeOald last morth and to 7» out 
ot the handicap 

Madamtot Sam: was having hts fiat race stoce February whan 8th in a maiden tax- 
da (21 /2m) here last month Sgre of abCty in btsnpare, but out of his depth here 
Double Dash: Taled off In both outngs over hurdes this season despite havfetg had 
a pipe-opener on the Flat last month. Chance looks remote toto out of the handcap 
VtoPICT:, With Mary D eve tay sembig out vrfewaraaqrertha oouitry VIYMYARD 
LADY can be eepeded to spot cn here ComecOcnstfiou^ilarDugh of Itte dal temper 
winner to let her take her chance n the mares! final a Newtary to March She looks 
wel traded at ihe we^asard swtri the fl nm>S are out ol the handcap: 

1 9~A.nl MITSUBISHI MOBILE PHONES LIMITED HANDICAP 
l~‘ vM CHASE (B) £10^00 added 2m Penalty Value £6,886 

1 36342 CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE (17) (CO) (Cmtjian ixtotriaisj T EflSSJrby 9 T1 7 _ L Wyer 

2 4H1P/ KONVEKTA KMG(91^ (C) (1^ (Komdcta Lid) 0 Sherwood to 13 tl JOrtxrnw 

3 IBM DH BONK (T7) (CP) (Iks A Rnm^ F lAipfy 5 to 7 ATbonton 

4 45-121 TOMBROO!E(2)(CD){M3M(M) JHJohnsonB to 7 (Gar) C MeComNCfe P) 

5 232ft- CROSSKOT (19Q (CD) (R McOondd) fl McOcnaid Tl to7 DaaM M 

-5 de cla red - 

AAdmumreignc IDB 7b. True friapinigte: Dr Stnes Ida 4b, Tbni &w*aft«ato,ODSsfJof8S8Sr. 
BETTWG: 11-S Contorian Dwflenge. 54 Dr Banes, H Tbm ftode, 6-1 KotHskta Ktog 
1W7: Creitoan CMenge 8 » 7 R Gamfly 92 (T Easkrtiy] 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Cumbrian CtiaBenge: Has won eight of his to races here and tacked set tar anoth- 
er good season after Mshing second to the wet-ftandcapped Profluent here last 
time (2m -U. good lo sofl) 

Konvekta King: Devetapad feno a very usefii chaser two seasons ago and land- 
ed the valuable M&rsion Moor Chase over this coixse and dsioncn before pick- 
ing ip an injury n the Mdmay Of Bate Chase at the Cnshenham Festival 
Dr Bones: Finished a good fourth to DcnHeavethenest an his reappearance a 
Ascot (2m. soft) and may irrprove. He stiodd stay todayh trip 
Tom Brodto: Was a lucky wmer at Ayr (2m, good to soft) on Suiday. as ha was 
s&uggffeig fei 3rd place when the two leaders came to grief at the last. He has an 
upha task here 

Cr onnh cX: Vfcn very wel hare on Ms final start pm good), beating a decant ine-up 
induttng PoibcaTIbMA Tine WbnT VtoiL and Qeon Green Desert he b sti an a use- 
M nraik and etartd be equafy effective over amt Reported to be a (fcxtttu rurar 
VERDICT: A competitive fettle handcap in wtrich Konvekta King mxM have 
an erradlent chance rf tody fit However both he and Crosshot (a probable non- 
runner anyway) are Brely to need the ruv Cumbrian Challenge looks as good 
as aver but has plenty ol weight and may find the c o nceaswi of a stone to DR 
BONES too much Ferdy MtrphyS flve-yeanort ran a fine race behind the usefd 
Donttoavethenest a Ascot and may snprave twee todays extra haK-mta. 

PETER BEAUMONT OWNERS HANDICAP CHASE 
ZllZJ (CLASS D) £5.000 added 3m If Penalty Value £3^56 

1 U14C RANDOM HARVEST (24) (CD) (Cawkby) Ml Mltoeiey 0120. Jlr A DantossyP) 

2 no* BUS1WSH{t3)(aF)(MrsSBr3msfiMsSBrane«7ria _AThomton 

3 F-32D BAUYUNE P4) (C) f® Partnerdipj W Karp 7 fi 4 ADobbfei 

4 2BQ4- DREAM RIDE (374) (B) (C Carte 8 G Uwdars) D Nrtdaan 8 ri 3 JIMagdre 

5 1P310 ORGAN RECITAL (23) (CD) (Lady AnreBnrrti)OBrenrai 3 tl tl HBrcrman 

6 :F4-to ASKMELATERD1)(D) (Tmodiykbde) Urs5&acbme9toS LWM 

7 ISH3- PRIME EXAItoLE {290) {□) (ROgdml Mtadwtar? DO - ...BHmJng 

8 Mnf8EO r GRADV{t7){CO)(MsA^)WCi>n^yaniBtoO NSnrittr 

Urimum itepM: 10A True hanfap nwghta: Prim Example Ba lib. Maybe O'Grady Sa SSL 
BETT1HB: M Random Hsnren, M Organ Reefed, 4-1 Bus Mrti. 13i Art Ha Utsr. 7-1 Dream 
Rkfs, Prims Exmrpls, UM Bafiylas, 25-1 Msybs O' Grady 
B97. Spadrer MM 8 « 0 M Reman &-« P fw (0 Brwwanl 3 ran 


NEWTON ABBOT [Ho 


HYPERION 

1.00 Orange Place 1.30 Collier Bay 2.00 
Aavasaksa Z30 Glgi Beach 3.00 Sandoran 3.30 
Oriental Boy 4.00 That's No Answer 

GOING: Soil 

■ Lei [-hand sharp, courae with short run-ra 

■ Coume 6 Nat town on AJ-Jl Newton Ab&Ct scapn Tm ADMIS- 
SION: Tlforsails DO. Courts £5. Accampanred under-t6s ire* 
CAR PARK: On 13 its CtSO remainder tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 99-3S3 CS%I. P Hobbs 54-tfil 

. P NIChoUa 35 MJ. {342%l R Frost 25-340 004*.) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 63-rto qZ5%i. R Dunwoedy 
I 44.133 r33i‘ .l J Frost 24- (04%) C Maude 18-110 («4%l 
I ■ FAVOURITES: 233-663 \4i.i%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


l-Toh l MOLESWORTH ARMS HOTEL NOVICE 
- w l CHASE (£) £4,500 added 2m 110yds 

1 .T2P-2 CGUIBT BAT (12) (C£!) (SF) JCrtB O C. . UAFtapmtt 

2 UC2-5 DeFBfDTNEREALM{TP) (C) RFtastTto C -JFiOSt 

3 COM3 DISTANT ECHO CtQ (D) P NtahcbB to C JTeMrd 

* 23d6- KatGSFOU}PET(FZ10)(D)MH»refi3to& ..CUsveOyn 

-4dMtarad- 

BETTING: 4-7 CoMr Bay: 7-2 KbrgffoM Pst 7*1 Distent Echo, 8-1 Ds- 

(eNShareMre 

FORM VERDICT 

. COLLIER BAY is tfeffiait to appose, despite hb surprise re- 
verse at Tcwcesw, That was a chupponhng effort honewr 
you took a it but though mmpmg adequaeiy. he appeared 
to run lairiy and should be sharper thatro There are queues 
•iboui all tvs rivals, making forecast oettnq an unattractive 
propostjon 


nrnTv] WISHFUL THINKING SELLING HURDLE 
1 (CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m if 

t HP-3A SPfONT UP (FS) (19) (D) URce4 It S -APMtCoyB 

2 atnXD RED EBRH, (1«J (CO) (BF) 0 KWs find W Mustan 

3 U{£M fEARL£SSWONOeR(to(DlRi4*7'OC J4aaK0H*«8{T) 

4 F?- F0RMIDA3LE FLAME (F26) 5 Ham S 0 12... G Stwiian (5) 

j C 3 - ORANGE PLACE (F35) 9 Lfowlw 7 *0 12 Rftnton 

6 3sCC0 R(WBOrBl)Wi3UTimer6iCir Jltaw«(7) 

7 P325- HAYWYN (241) M Ctvnftei 7 07 .. .. UrJYbung{7] 

a 3tf-F PERSIAN DAWN {28JR Frat 5 U7 J Frost 

? PTCC3- SEEPW«OWl2(B)«=Sk\teirni,5eT. NWMngtDn (7) 

-Sdsdsrtd- 

BETDNG: 7-4 Rad EbreL W Sp*» Up. 5-1 Orangs Ptaw. W Rdf Bey. 
7-t Persian Dawn. 8-1 Faorteas Wdndet tc-i Bsywyn. 20-1 otters. 

FORM VERDICT 

BHB ratings give Sprint Up too rt hand of RED EBREL on 
Itestt terms out umh the fop we^ht unrriaUe. preference e 
for Dj« 1 WirtWa more at u>eW odds n what appears a mitt 
on paper 


0 nn WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE 
1-1 (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 6f 

1 33C5 NAieoFOt«R«neip2)[DBF)PBcwj:5CO.WMMDn 

2 .ens- NATWEnaflpoflDiVnM9n5.. . — JMogfoRfP) 

3 33CDF ROBERTS TOT CS)P)GVfon7Bto MAFfoRsaW 

4 F«w 5HADWWAN(6)CPcefsm7O0 ...OMcPhMffl 

L 45tT3F AAVASAKSA (FR) (28) MPpe 5 100... R Johnson V 

-Sdsctared- 

MvwMmiwgtt IOsS. True rwwxapvwgrsx-SriatSnwn flans; Aavsss*- 
aMflta 

BETTING: 54 None Of Our FMJw. 1 M Asussksfe. 74 NNh* FWd. 
Robert’s Toy. 7-1 Shsttowan 

FORM VERDICT 

AwMkraca NAME OF OUR FATHER may net be the force 
he was. but the tarong tactics often errdoyed could expose 
possiWe stanvno brttawns *i Robert's Toy and Asvwaak- 
sa Native Field ml oe expected to pose morn probtame if 
si anything Bib his best form. 

O an I CLAUDE WHITLEY MEMORIAL CUP 
I,) H’CAP CHASE (D) £5,000 3m 2f 1 10yds 

1 'U31-6 Vraj.71MB)(lOHQ RF10B812O J host 

2 fiR4^FUPFANC£ps^{D)Ni5Ma»Bfl? CUewetyn 

? K15SF BALUfEABOY(B) JMdnsBil 4 .NAFfegerridV 


4 FF^t-2 FOLUr ROAD (Id) □ Wters B rl 2 BPowef 

5 4IPP-P tau.7R8(l8)(D)KBEfapCnto - iHwvey 

6 54U11- GK3 BEACH (206) (D)PMcKCs 7« E JTbrerd 

7 0D-1P3 SPRMGMARKn«N{t3){CO)MsNDwlekIfito7.FHaaey 

8 333-32 MISTER BLAKE (19) (U) (BF) R Lae 6 to 3 RJotasen 

- 8 doclBrBd — 

BETTING: 94 QlglBMCtt 93 MdwGtahs, *.14HnaKa,th1 YMltaMV 
B-1 Spring Marathon. Balyea Boy. 12-1 Fo4y Road. 15-1 Ml THx. 

FORM VERDICT 

An open race GIGI BEACH, the least exposed of the eight 
runners and seemingly on a lair mark on Ids first attempt to 
a hantfecap, can keep (he Paul Nchob bandwagon roiling 
FVppance and Well Timed ae feared most 

fo riTT] DEVON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

[O.UU I £3 > oqq added 2m H 

1 tttKHAMF115)N<yhe5lH) (.Cwnlnfi 

2 063S5/ NATIVE FUNG (56?) P Hobbs fl tl 0 RDumreody 

3 UO PETUNTSE p5)R FiOS 4 HQ J Frost 

4 (6400- SAHDORAN pCO) M Vfl 5 Tl 0 D5dlw(3) 

9 6 MADAME MA» (5) H Hare 4 « 9... -GShwkfnD) 

-Sdsdsred- 

BETTinG: viiNnheFBng,4-iSBndorsn,MlAK)ann)lsd.5-l)Mhil, 
16-1 Piuns 

FORM VERDICT 

The outcome of an ^ com pet i tive after may wafl hang on tha 
wedtoeng of NATIVE FUNG, i*no showed more than 
enough to suggest ha was capable d vrimtog m the grade 
when last oi acton in to96-£7. Petuntse and Madame Maxi 
could have stamina fen! Cabans. wMe NakhaTa record cn the 
Fta hertSy vBptes conttdenca 

FTanl SOUTH WEST RACING CLUB NOVICE 
L__U H’CAP CHASE (E) £4,350 2m 5f 11 0yds 

1 2SP1P- PEARL'S CHOICE (tmuMoConocM to it 1) _SlW*i« 

2 43&02 JUSTJASWffi(13)KBScp6H9 RGraww 

3 DP-52 ISLIO ME MAN (13) (BF) 8 Lttwlyn fi Tl a_Mr J L LMweSytl 

* 00434 WASURBlSOtlriJJKtagTHT LCunmtf*® 

5 SRJP- CHURCHTOWN CHANCE {IBqCPOtftlll 8 11 BJDMsRwiffl 

6 2S2B- TRBHLII (213) T Geo^ 7 It 6 TJaota 

7 4ISF-ORCHTAL BOY tTBqRtN 9114 RJotasn 

8 4GP-43 SCARLET RAU8LBI (13) F) Frost 311 2 .T OTtamor (7) 


TXmyMcCo/s vigorous riding style, seen here on MrMuBigan 
in the Gold Cnp, has brought an 18-d^ ban Dan Abraham, 

FORM GUIDE 

Random Harvest: A useful stayer who fenprasalvety beat Spring Gate and Master 
Boston at Market Rosen (3m1t soft) h October He ffevshod a good second to sub- 
sequent winner Share Options there on Hs last start 

Blue Irish: Needed tha run when fourth to a Fafeyhount handicap chase last time 
(3ml l good to soft). Ha was a decent novice last yeat winning a vaksbto race at 
Naas fei February 

Ballyliria: WM beaten by Forests! here on his latest start; lor days after winning 
at Worcester pmH good). Ha Bees to front-rut but is not the most ratable ofjirn?ere 
Dream Ride: Meets Ask Me Later an toib better terms than when beaten 51 by 
twn at Uttontetsr on his last start (3m2£ aoft). But that was ow a yeer ago and he 
wfl probably need the run today 

Organ Redial: Hampered five out before staying on to be third to The Last Ffertg 
and Mating Kenny here last Ume (3mH soft). That came at a crucial stage to the 
race and he wodd have finished doser He seems to be very knrenUy hanttcapped 
Ask Ms Later Wan at Ketso (3mli good to soft) on his rahrn before possfofy 
ffeidlng heavy (pound loo much of a test when weft beaten there on his last start 
Prime Example: Having hta Brel race since finishing thfed to Feels Lfice Gold at Ayr 
in January. He has a tendency » side if itoable to dominat e - a scenario which 
looks on the cents here 

Maybe O’Grady: Won weak novice races at Wethac&y and Newcastle tast see- 
son but woatttod off on reappearance onr huidtes and does no took good enough 

VERDICT: Random Harvest has done fettle wrong this season but locks vU- 
nerabie on lop-weitfitand is worth o p posing with ORGAN RECITAL. Owen Bren- 
nans gekfing wortd have gone dose in a good race here las rime and ha stable 
are very good at piaong their horses. The dark horse in the race a Blue Irish, a 
witoer fei heavy grourt las term who should have tmpnxed after his seasonal deOuL 

h Aril FRENCH BALLERINA NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3,800 added 2m Penalty Value £3£81 

1 03-iP FBTSISECHARGE(n^{SAHsfKi)GAH3tar61t5 Flashy 

2 ANOTHS1 THE (F45) (D SrCvai) S Ufoodj 8 11 0 — ... P«de 1 

3 5 AWASH (87) (Merisi feeing CU)MHmmi 4 HO JHsnfcg | 

4 ADFV2 CASTLETOWf COUNT p3) lAdDCla Ssfearl M 'W Easfcity 8 fi 0 G Bradny ' 

5 £2 ClASSW BLUES (17) (Item W b*ou» tong) T Carr 7 HO PWvw 

8 COLLEGE DON (FB2S) W Copland) J Copland 7 no XAbpurup) , 

7 00 CURniMSKTCHOPMELLt12)(DurtamCnpesLld)TEtotErt>y4li 0 A Dobbin 1 

8 00 FANCY A FOfTTlBffi (7) [G Tbet) E W ljer 4 Tl 0 JoftoSCXl ; 

9 FARCEUR DU MESML (ffl) (F77S)(FrendiBrpereree)K Morgan 5 BO- JtSSmfeh 

« OOR)- BS£RAL ACADEMY (264) [fefesM E Cuts) J CuteS 11 Q... Glse 

11 OPS- GSSRAL HAVB1 (338) (T W Hesefire) M Sa*as&y 5 Tl 0 ECsDaghsi 

12 45- HARDACRE 03«)(?r Sfenm LycsttQ«en)T TBs 4 no RGSritty 

C mu LORD LAMB(F31) (D) (AEbarNlA JRenton) LfesM Rnday6 11 0_lfeA Dwopesy (^ 

14 M0LUNS8URN (F1378) (Ms N Mnay} Ms M ferelsy 7 It 0.^— J1 K Haoghcen (5) 

S RAMJETS?) (pH Stevens) TEssteby 4 TiD. LWyw 

* OKWU SHANNON SHOOK (7) lifesSawtgMraSSmi* 6110 -SDursc* 

17 SSVLE DEALS (USA) (F2^|J Parte) NTrMsr 4 no AThomton 

to 0- STILL FWENDS (304) (EFenwiS] C Grant 5 HQ R Supple 

S S- EAT VOtfil PEAR (284) (feier B eanv&m w^ R BasOTan 4 to 9 HBssfcasn(3) 

BETTING: 5-4 Lord Lanto, 4-1 CastHtovm Court, 6-1 Qessic Bkne, Another Its, 6-1 Hardaat, 
10-1 Rtvsres Charge, Ratvus, 12-1 Gensnri Hsren. 14-1 otters 
1307. Cauher 4 to 9 S laytar ©25-1 (M Barnes) 23 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Reverse Chregs Easly won a Market Ra&en maiden hurdta fei Jriy (2m1t good 
to firmL but puisd up on ha next outfeig there and is one to treat with caution 
Another Time: A very usefii handeapper on the fist this summer, wkring at Ascot 
and Ungfiert. He acts on any (pound and is an interesting recnit to twdfeig 
Awash: Fsrashed 5th after ptdfevj too hard a Penh (2m. firm) on hb funCng debut 
Castletown Count A wtonng point to pointer, who made an sneouaging start 
over hurdfos when h lengths second here (2m4t soft) to Vfoodfiekf Gale. He may 
need a sterner test of stamine 

Classic Blues: Started at 33-1 and aknost sprang a surprise when second to 
Fartterts Pmce here last month (2m. good to soft). He may be most effective at 
this trip and should improve again 

College Dan: Mbs atalr handfoapper on the flat to W65. but was prttod up on lis 
last outing in August '96 and he Is adds-an to repeat the feat today 
CurtaineetchopweB: Mokes tss hurdfcig debut after furring too freely on he last 
start at Haydock. but previously (irashed an encouragng seventh In a bumper hare 
Fbncy A Fortune: Has shown Stris on both starts over hurdes and is hard to fancy 
Farceur Du MesnN: Finished second in a Usted race on the flat fei France on Ns 
last start n S96. Cfearty had pfomy ot abOty at one time 
General Acade m y: Showed a gfemmer oi form over hunles last season inducbig 
whan u i u m lne i n untl after half-way at Huntingdon. 

General Haven: A winner three Ikms on the flo, he put up a much impnned effort 
when thfed to Hazard A Guess at Doncaster (2m good) last December 
Hardacre: Ran wel to bumpers last year, notably when 5th to Little Red Spider 
and RochdHfe Gossip at Bangor {2m H good » soft). He needs to settle but is 
capable of winning over hurdles 

Lord Lamb: Won three bumpers 11 '9«97 and atao finished forth » Arctic Camper 
In a valuable race at Ftanchestown. He has iron at Haydock on the flat this surt- 
m« but reper t erty suffered an injury when beaten to the Cesarewftcb 
MoMnaborre Haring Ns firet run afewe bang «m beaten at Yfotvethampion fei Feb- 
ruary 1995 

Ratvuo: A felrty useful handfoapper on the flat lor Erres Waymes, he makes his 
debut over Umber here and is one to watch in the betting (tog 
Shannon Shoom Unseated hts rider at the second at Hurttngdon last weak after 
being wel heM on his hurting debut at S edgefWd 

Simple Ideate: Had decent form on tfw ttat to feeland. but has shram nothing so 
far over here and other newcomers appeal more 

Still Frien ds : Was p ro mfeie n t irttJ halfway on his only run In a Newcastle bumper 
last Janrory 

Eat Your Pear Was not dsgraced on her only start when 5th to a novices' tar- 
da at Catterick (2m, good), but has plenty of rrprovement to ffeid 

VERDICT The race can be trimed down to just a handtu! with a serious ehanca 
It Is very hard to took beyond LORD UUMB. a very good handfoapper ttk surrv- 
mer Although he was toured on hS last start. Mary Reveiey e not one to take 
chances it a horse is not too per cent Expect improved runs tram Hardacre and 
Classic Blues, while usefii flat performers Another Time and Farceur Du Men- 
all are worth keeping an eye on 




Champion Hurdler 
Stanley have laid a bet of 
£25,000- £1,000 about Suny Bay 
for the Cheltenham Gold Cup 

ahead of his reappearance mb' 

morrow's Edward Hanmer 
Memorial limited Handicap 
Chase at Haydock. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK HANDICAP 
CHASE (Ascot Saturday): WaSam Hift 4- 1 
ktaea. MDarateaveftenest. 5-1 Red feftcadei 
7-1 Cteef& Song, 8-1 Humor® Lamp. UM 
Ashunl Bey, Dsten Timmy. Raleagh Nafee. 
12-1 Kurakka, The Land Aqent w-l Nvth- 

em Steright *1 arycah. »i Htb itemw 


HENNESSY GOLD CUP H'CAP CHASE (3w 2f 110yds) 

fo«(farahagfl Cari tenf laBsrtw Santaf BN 

TwfemHilfaVWfartdnH roao 4-i 4-t «-i »-» 

CTfegMaMPpaflMbl - 5-1 *•! 4-1 ^ 

CaoireHi (WJarartlaQi) 8-1 10-1 M 9-1 &l 

9— BfoeeraAtelinBritertaBM T4-f 14-1 l»t ct 

TfeGeyttiAfflHcfealttueM W W w 

BflteOolB (MltartWnto3M B-1 IM c-1 in 

FrtptFOoJTxrnfryOitlb) IM 1»1 ^ W-1 W ™ 

B|flan(TWrtWtfo3tt w-1 IM iw »1 IM 

SrtByTfeawtHMjflBtVh) K-1 lfr-1 1W *1 ™ 

agjggawMgag m ti-i g-i w 

CrtfeADsyfoNotteinwiaftil B-i ~ an w-i tri w-t 

Es4pe(MffoeTMbl W-1 W-l 1W K1 a-1 

MMrTIwT te» EriBrirartDOTt) b-i B-1 m-i *1 an 

HteRipwOtaAjfeTgffliflM P-1 204 BM 2D-t B-1 

tefeg^feajvQvWoatl W-1 *1 »1 B-t B’ 

SptyadUCpgtgfCeaj at wo »f ^ 

Ttetife^tiufe rtwte i btn i) an zo-i b-i B-i *m 

WggBgflWirtnjgbl B-i »i &1 »i 

agfoPlgMMifWg wi W &1 ZM 70-1 

Bsqt(DtellctalBOTfo 261 »1 »t 2M 

cwterBwDuUcNBpshudfc) g» w-i a-i s-i 

ppm BanawW (11 ftpsterfll *1 20-1 25-t 2fe-l 

ferftelBrtWtHRptfTM) B-1 2 M 25-1 20-1 

Tbs lari Hbg (IfaSSnNvftCTj S-1 &1 Mri S-1 ZM 

acfe^adraierltaatfo pares J. i 3 * (Nmtujt StenfeaNbientB} 


1999 

CHAMPION 

HURDLE (2m 

110yds) 


Hone (Vara) 

Cote 

WmHB 

UdbnfeH 

Stefey 

lorn 

hbtnq^PO&Bnfef) 

H 

74 

74 

24 

7 ~= 

BMngWtadNPdl W B-1 »i W 01 

Frtndi Holy [F teipfej 

D-1 

t-1 

161 

e-i 

W 

Grey 9ret (1 Btafeg) 

W-1 

164 

O-i 

e-t 

W-1 

IteStopartilRRnn) 

16-1 

161 

161 

H-1 

161 

2fetettsd(DNcMfon) 

tl 

20-1 

20-1 

8-1 

S-1 

DriaSte-UMJeften^ 

UdyCrfcMNPprt 

W-1 

20-1 

3M 

261 

61 

w-T 

J6T 

Mawfc(NMearfeM 

MMftilfori 

25-1 

20-1 

SM 

25-1 

261 

361 

361 

361 

Z-t 


EBdM^sqwer he odds.jfe» 1 . 2 , 3(Defls*wa TLesc^ tfitecM 


1999 CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f 110yds) 

Horn (lane) 

Cnri 

ftnfM 

Udtroksi 

Stetey 

tale 

Ffcrirh Pearl fiVbUraVl) 

61 

61 

61 

7C 

K 

Swlkn Burins (Ptfcfot) 

61 

7-1 

61 

61 

61 

QtoBrtaUPper' ■■ ■ 

-’ 161 

161 


61 

161 

EsetrtriigwlDNdtofeoy 

61 

12-1 

S' 

»: 

n-t 

BMOqkflltartl 

W-1 

161 

161 

161 

n-i 

UBririaMsBGurNPpd 

261 

W-l 

W-1 

Si 

S-1 

kBpetriCrtPtteteAO 

261 

261 

261 

3-1 

2-1 

J faefresy spate he ott& ptoc 1 . Z 31 OeteYtan Ouster WMBcfei 



RESULTS 


9 D2U0P- THE HATCHS) (HZ) (1H7I [□) DGattria ID Tl 2 ..S Wynne 

V WOT DmNE CHANCE ©(D) M Chides t)t)9._MrJ Wrung (7) 

n 4P5FP.’ SFYDESSA(B43)AfiteHConfoaOt)5 NWHmnon 

C 34KW fWBKOfigftNTHO Wf (IS) D WjnteT C5 « tenter 

BETTMG: 3-1 Oriental Boy, *-1 Ttnoeife, 9-2 HsQo Us Man, 6-1 ScarW 
Rmbter. B-1 PaaffsCWca, 10-1 AteUsankteThsHrichtr, IM Church- 
town Chance, Dhfm Chance, 18-1 odwrs. 

FORM VERDICT 

Pick of some poor performers could be hghtty-raced THE 
HATCHER, win showed he retails abtty cn one occasion 
last taim and w« relish the testing wreStiora. He charged 
stables durng the ctase season, and ha new yard 10 In fine 
form. Oriental Bay cortd be the one to best 

I4~hnl BOUNDERIES INTERMEDIATE OPEN 
L - 1 NH FLAT RACE (H) £1,500 2m If 

1 P31- ffiAU f1SI7) N TwcforvOares 5 fl tl JGoUsMnfS 

2 1 OPTUIISnC THKKER (34) T Gecrga 4 n tl RDurraoody 

3 BKOrcROFT BAY Ms P DutteH 4 n 4 .J>Ho#ay 

4 HJHkJjl THYJC 0 Nchotson 4 11 4 _F) Joistaon 

5 GUfNBIBUMG DGmoOdsu 4 SopItieUfeMB 

6 HONOUR YOUR VOINS KBaMyS If 4 

7 IASW.A BAY C Popam 4 Tl 4 _RFanatfl 

8 L0RDALEXAM)eRGMcGaitfett4 Wltaitfcto 

9 MAJMJER M 5 Tl 4 1 APMcOny j 

n MgurFnZLADtesJPfflrwiC t14 ; pL w feiy 

It N07AL£TQ1HJ.Otedidsai4lt 4 RNssseytS) 1 

0 0 RNBUflfiDfl3)Gte7i4ii4.. - _ SBarrourti 

O 6 5UPflEMEH0NAt1G3)PKdKfc5l14 Jiwi 

1* fo- WATS NONBNB) 1171) VCBtnal5Tl4™_.JCrto» 

6 UNION 5TATVM N ffowhsfi It 4 NARtowS 

C 0 MISS AZUR PD) (38) M Pips a BO ..G Supple (S 

-IfldscUred- 

Hbi ilNGi 7-4 Opthitisric Thfeiker, M Honour Your Vows, 5*1 Ttofs No 
M NoTaleToTsU. Forest Ttqne.13-1 Holy 
RteUd, Supreme Fiona, is-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

The ;chok» jwntere have to make Is whether to go lor one of 
tiw form horses Beau or Optimis&c Thinker, or take a ctotaa 

wnh one of the wel-bred newcomers, of wtvetitha vfoee are 

stnroest for HONOUR YOUR VOWS, No ihle To Tell and 
Itoliy Fit* Lad. 


LEICESTER 

Gofe^: HdssScftpfevy pateer. QtesesGDod 
1150: ®n 4f TOnb mass note heap furts) 

1. DUTCH DYANE A Maguire 7-1 

2. Stray Ha rmony .....I Goldstein 16-1 

3. Dark Romance C Maude 10-1 

Also ran: 4-1 Octevta HU. 9-2 Moscow MaKL 
7-1 Cartagtrd Gate (Oh). 9-1 MermshbOtss- 
eem (prtWl up). Ftapfo, 12-1 Crazy Cnsader 
pah). 14-1 Cni2 Sara (WA, Para Fashion. 
33-1 Brancepstt Bute. 33-1 Cefcpa 50-1 Cir- 
redoe Rosa Prectou6 Isfsnd. 

15 ran. 1\ V*. 17. t sfvhd. (Wlmerbay % by 
Mdyon out ol Double Dutch, trained by En- 
rightatLavm9tor Leonard Riarl'&taE&aD: 
EZflO C72Q.E50Q DF; E72 BO. CSF. WJS8& 
Trfcast CL04775. 

1 30: C2m ae *»g lurte) 

1. HARSH MARIGOLD X Afepuru 14-1 

2. Round Robin R Johnson 10-1 

3- Dancing Al — ~J Magee 25-1 

Also tan: 2-1 fertamma (5th). 4-1 The 
Robe (6th). 5-1 Meadgaub Dreamer. 
Suabtoa. ©-1 Sbor Star 20-1 Alegferca 25-1 
Bobantoe (4th). 33-1 Hey Up Mate (pulled 
up). Vicky Jazz, 50-1 Every Penny (unseat- 
ed ridsr). 

13 ran. 1*. 3 'K (Winner brown 
Tine's Pet cut cl Prtge, trained 
at Kecfeiesford tor GPferroV Tote: E3QJ3: E40Q 
E25Q £670 l DF: C1S10 CSF: £13593 ML Lit- 
BeRirft There waHrw hid for the winner. 
1-50: Pm 71 110yds handcap chase) 

1. CHURCH LAW T J Murphy g-1 

2. Debt Of Honor SDurachlO-1 

3. Saras Delight ———A Maguire Srt 
Also ran: 7-2 Ragarorff (pufied up). 5-1 Lugs 
Btannoan Mttl. B-1 Robeand tt-i Titan Thai. 
14-1 WU Wr Rosie (8th). Dafe Boss (pufied 
up). 20-1 Tfvee Saints (3th). 33-1 Pnrrvttve 
Penny (Toff). 

11 ran. 7, 1 V/i 7. 2& (Mmer gmy gekSng 
by Saxton Blake out of Legal Ammanl.nkiao 
by Mrs L feytor a Chpptog Whrden for her- 
sell). Ibur tOSD. £350 E3.10, £110 DF: 
£5050 CSF: £8544 Ihcast. £42020 
220: (2m handcap rudei 

1. ONCE MORE fofi LUCK G Lae 7-1 

2. Weateyfe Lad D J Burchell 7-1 

3. Smons Cestta _C Ltewedyn 13-6 few 
Atao rart 3-1 TctelacaBj 

(pufied up). C-1 New fen (5th). 16-1 in 
(6th). 20-1 Shephwds Here (pulled up), 
a ran. 37i. I'*, a 6. Zl (Winner bay gertlng 
by Patorlus out ol Mra Lucky, tratoed ta 
Mrs M Ftovatav at Saltixsn tar the M«v R». 


2JStt (2m if novice chase) 

1. RELKANDER 

2. Channbig GM 

3-Rfpartua , , 


~D Leehyfi-1 
I Osborne M 
R Ganthy 7-1 


(5ft). 

8 ran. X1 10 rtst A dal (Wfonartnvgett- 
ing by RoMno out ol Anc Anoor. tratoed by 

Mre JFfenan at Upper idmbgun for Mra Iteu. 
men Buckteyv TWe: CSV: E2.W, £«0. £220 
DF: £850 CSF: C2SS&. 

320: (2m novfoe turte) 

1 . BURUNDI T J Murphy 3-1 

2. Dacha B Powell 16-1 

3. Native Speaker^ Osborne 11-10 few 
Also rare 10030 UOfllbi (5ft). 16-1 Ftaxsan 
Bonk (4th). 25-1 Brtoahom, 50-1 Captafei 
Stockfcnl (pulled 19). Detachment (pulled 
up). 66-1 A*ner)&m («h>. 

9 ran. Hd. 73. S. V*. 4 (Winner Day gelding 
fly DaneWS out al SoW3 sailed by A Car- 
rol at Yforoeater for Guy J Pctaemv Toft: 
£390: £220 £250 £t& OF: £2880 CSF: 
£3838 

MO: (2m 4f hOyds handcap hurts) 

1. WORLD EXPRESS D Salter 154 

2. Moieum W Uoreton W tev 

3. Grate Tunee — ■ — ... R Johnson 6-1 
Also ran: 6-1 lota) Joy (4ft). 

4 ran. 13 ft 3'fc (IWnner bay gefdfrm by Jj- 
reanxjt flf Efahf Mfe Rock, tratoed by B fi KM- 
man el QiSismpjon for The Dragislc 
P&rmsrAW. Tbta £330 DF- ££70 CSF: £442. 
Jackpot No) won; £1\50126 carried forward 
to Wethsrty today. 

Ptecepot E2126a Ousdpot: £2160 
PteraeSfiSJSF Place Sr. £20537. 


PLUMPTON 

Going: Soft (Good to Soft back stra»jht) 

1 JR 1. POLAR FUGHT (N WMamsoni 7-i 
far. 2. North Tyne 7-2; 3. Keranl 33-1 13 ran. 
17i. 2 (Mss Venetia WBams. Heretaroi. 
TWs: £220: Cm £25a D53Q DF: CE50 CSF 
£731 

1.40: 1. SCAVO (M Batchertr) 20-i; 2. 
Cheeky Ctarfls i2-l : 3. Ksfiy Mac 3- 1 5 m. 
Mlw Wife* Room Mtt) *£» to OWere 
IDte: D2fiO. ES4G C2_7U DF: C555U CSF. 
EHSTZ 

2.10: 1. ALPINE PANTHER (P teven) 4-7 tev. 
2. Aubum Boy 7-2: 3. Sorbiere 25-1 5 ran. 
ft 1 7-. (Mrs M Revetey. Saltbun). Tate: £160 
El4tX £140 DF: £150 CSF: £2.72 
2^40:1. RIGHTSA1DFRED (MrP But) 4-1.2. 

Mr Chatswsy 5-1 : 3. Rahanine Melody 6-4 
tav.6ren.&asL(MssANewton-Sm>th.PQle- 
gsfel'folK £550; £28Q £150 DF- £2020 CSF: 
£2000 

3.10: 1. IVY BOY (M N FeMyl B-l: 2. Re- 
llex Courier foOOO: 3. MetBng 8-1 10 ran. 
Tl -fl tsv A S-Cee (unseated rkser). h. 3« (C 
Mem. Lamboum). 7b*e: £2630; £750 CUO 
£250 OF: £4440, CSF: £8634 
3.40: 1. HAL HOO YAROOM (N Wfemscn) 
71-4:2. Fort Know 7-1. 3. Dick McCarthy 7-i 
5 ran. it-8 fav Gfcmtog Pam (Sft). 1. ta (J 
Jenkins. Royston) Tore: £380; £230 £220 
DF: £880 CSF: £175ft 
Ptecepot £3«oa Quedpot £1BS0 
Piece 8: EB0Q8O Pteee 5: £50635 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

Going: Standard 

1 JOBt 1. S9IEH TEG (G Fartmen 2-1 tav 
2. Red Apoto »1; 3. Golden Biff 12-1 11 
ran. Y.. 4, (B Rafing) Tbte: £220: E1AQ £250 
ClfiO DF: DQaO &F: £2070 
1-30: 1. DAVIS ROCK (T Spoke) 2-1 lav. 2. 
Rortey Spinney ri-2: 3. Pegasus Bay S-i 
12 ran. 5 1*. (W MrtL Tbw: £t90: Ci8& E32Q 
CiflO DF: £1210 CSF enoa 
24)0:1. SEVEN SPRINGS (WRvam 7-4 tav. 
2. Peruvfefl Stw tO-i: 3. IMcks 1O-1 11 ran. 
va. 3 (R Hofinshaad) tbte: E250: £m £270 
£990 DF: cma CSF: £2007 
230; 1. QUIET VENTURE IR Lappn) t6-1;2 
Bggy'eDencer n-2:3. Urea MoJraffi-1 13 
ran. 9-2 jt favs Silafi. Twice As Sharp 27.- hd. 
OSamOT Tbte: £2500; Q4& C2« £770 DF. 
£9CL3Q CSF : £9511 Tricast £210739. 

300: 1. JEUYBEEN (S Drrarne) 5-2 2 Char- 
ter Ffighi ti>-i; 3. Pip's Breve 5-2 tev. 8 ran. 
7. G (Mss Cay KetewaytTbta: £510; £210. 
E2DO £150 DF: £2570 CSF: E4A31 
330: 1. DANZICO (P MoCabei 8 1; 2 Su- 
afiadr 10-1, 3 Kafian Symphony 8- 1 13 ran. 
4M ter Be Warned (eft). Vh. l (Mrs M 
kbcoley). Tbte: £590; £170 £23& £240 DP - 
EffiOO CSF: £8555 Tricast £64515 rnrac- 
te. £153150 

AJOOr. 1. C-HARRY (W Ryan) M-1; 2. Salty 

Behaviour 2-1 fav; ft Aibsirig 0-2 12 ran. 
’A. I (R Hofinsheadl Tbte; C«30, C24Q. ci.TO 
£381 DF: £2100 CSF. £3535 

1. DANCING CAVALIER (P M Cl ram) 
B- 1 . 2. IraboBa GoTOto 15-2 3 II Priwfpo 
J** S. Hoftisneal) Tbte: 

££■^■£230 £A10 E16Q DF: £4470 CSF 
£6118 Tncash £25475 

5^*08890 Quadpot £6340 
Place ft £21600 Pteee S-cTnaa 
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Sting in tail 


NOT 1 ' 



from Croft 


. .if c.^T^fjfcjrs"'** 1 .- 
r';" , -. J .a£'f'SlS37- 


and Mullally 


pwSKgJSsE. 



Hooper 

compiles 

faultless 

hundred 


MORALE BOOSTING victories 
come in many shapes and 
sizes, but few as slender as 
England's over Queensland. In 
a match that was nip and tuck 
^Erom the moment the first 
shooter claimed a victim, Eng- 
land prevailed against the odds 
by one wicket the last pair of 
Alan Mullally and Robert Croft 
scoring 36 runs to record the 
tourists' first four-day win. 

Needing 68 runs for victory at 
the start of the last day and with 
five wickets remaining, Eng- 
land slumped to 106for9. before 
the hour and the men cometh. 
Fittingly it was Croft who scored 
the winning run, for he had 
been so instrumental in helping 
England save the Old Trafford 
Test against South Africa in the 
summer, a draw that proved to 
be the turning point of the series. 

Victory, especially one 
against the odds, can alter the 
mood of a team in an instant 
. and England now travel to 
© Brisbane with something other 
' than speculation over Michael 
Atherton's dicky back and Mark 
Butcher's lamentable form. 

If the success was unex- 
pected as it was for much of the 
second innings. Alec Stewart 
had every right to be pleased 
with the nature of it Once 
again, as they had done earli- 
er in the tour in the drawn 
matches against the Western 
Warriors and South Australia, 
England revealed a spirited 
streak, and similar intransi- 
gence will be vital in the Tests 
if Australia are to be troubled. 

Yet, according to Croft no 
one is getting carried away 
with the triumph. “Sure it’s a 
K boost to team spirit” he said 
T afterwards, “but unless we per- 
form well in the Ashes, this per- 
formance won’t mean much." 

Not swayed by the theorists 
who claimed that the front foot 
bad to thrust as far down the 
pitch., as possible in order to . 
negate the shooter, Croft stuck 
rigidly to the back and across 
technique he has been working 
on with Graham Gooch. like 
many, he has recently had trou- 


CRICKET 


by Derek Pringle 
in Cairns 


Queensland 209 & 124 
England 192 & 142-9 
England inn by one wicket 


ble against the short ball and 
merely sought Gooch’s help. 

But if Croft was steadfast, 
Mullally was a revelation. likp 
all fast bowlers Mullally fancies 
himself with the bat Until Mon- 
day morning there had been lit- 
tle evidence that he even knew 
what a bat was let alone famil- 
iar with shots Like the hook and 
the sweep, both of which be 
played with great verve in his 
unbeaten 23. Dean Headley, 
another of the bowling frater- 
nity, also weighed in with a use- 
ful 20, which included two of the 
nine fours struck in England’s 
second innings. 

“Tm determined to have a 
good tour and do well” said 
Mullally. once of Western Aus- 
tralia but now of Leicester- 
shire. “If me and the rest of the 
tail-enders can make 20 or 30 
runs each with the bat, it will 
help us enormously.” 

As pure cricket goes, this 
match has been generally dull 
and attritional, though the 
drama as the last pair inched 
their way towards the 142 
required was undeniable. 

In some ways, the unpre- 
dictable nature of the pitch, a 
mosaic of deep cracks, made 
batting more like Russian 
roulette, except it was toes 
rather than brains that were 
most in danger of ending up 
traumatised. One moment the 
ball was bouncing normally, 
then suddenly stumps would fly 
and another hapless victim 
would stare at the pitch before 
trudging off to the pavilion. 

All bid Croft and MuflaDy that 
,1s, who together survived 133 . 
balls as Queensland pressed for 
a victory that had seemed theirs 
from the moment they had dis- 
missed Dominic Cork the pre- 
vious evening. 


At that point England were 
74 for 5, with only Atherton, still 
nursing a bad back, the last of 
the recognised batsman to 
come. The former England 
captain did not have to wait long 
and in the seventh over of the 
day, Mark Ramprakash mis- 
hooked Mike Kasprowicz to 
backward square leg. Kasprow- 
icz, who finish ed with 6 for 30, 
is in the Australian squad for 
the first Test. Unsurprisingly 
Shane Warne’s name was not 
among the XII, which con- 
tained few surprises when it 
was announced before lunch. 

Atherton did not fare well 
and after getting off the mark, 
be was promptly stumped by 
Ian Heaty off the left-arm spin 
of Paul Jackson. When you 
have a bad back - Atherton's 
problem is a degenerative dis- 
ease known as spondolvtis- the 
last thing you want to be doing 
is longing on to the front foot, 
which is why he tried, albeit un- 
successfully, to use his feet to 
get to the pitch of the ball 

It is a difficult move to per- 
form when compromised by 
pain and Atherton will be see- 
ing a specialist in Brisbane, 
probably in order to have a cor- 
tisone injection to reduce the 
inflammation aro und his spine. 

As he has already had two of 
these in Adelaide, a third would 
seem a fairly risky undertaking, 
one at odds with his confidence 
in being fit to open the innings 
in the first Tsst England badly 
need him, but not at the cost to 
his long-term health. 
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By Norman brovyx 

in Kimberley 


Griqualand West 271 & 123-5 

West Indies 466 
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England’s Robert Croft fright) steers the tourists to victory as wicketkeeper Ian Heaty waits in vain PA 


Gillespie back to face England 


CARL HOOPER followed his 
captain, Brian Lara, to a een- 
tury as the West Indies headed 
for victory over Griqualand 
West on their South .African four 
yesterday. By the end of the 
third day here, the home side 
were 123 for 5 in their second 
innings, 73 runs short of avoid- 
ing an innings defeat. 

Earlier. Hooper had hit 109 
- his century coming off 166 
balls - as the West Indians 
reached 466. The vice captain's 
d tameless innings ended when 
he the hooked left -arm seam 
bowler. Adri Swanepocl. to fine 
leg. He hit 11 fours and a six. 

The West Indies had to do 
without Courtney Walsh in the 
second innings after the veter- 
an fast bowler sprained liis left 
ankle Saturday. Team officials 
said his injury was minor. Curt 
ly Ambrose. the oilier veteran 
in the West Indies a I Lick, was 
also out of action, recovering 
from haring a toenail removed. 
He bowled in the nets yesterday 
and is expected to play in his 
first match of the lour against 
Free Stale in a four-day game, 
starting in Bloemfontein Friday. 

Despile that, the tourists 
soon had Griqualand in trouble, 
with only their captain. Mickey 
Arthur, with 46. and Pieter 
Barnard, unbeaten on 42. look- 
ing confident. Their stand 
ended when Barnard failed to 
respond to Arthur's call, and 
Arthur was run out by Stuart 
Williams from cover. 


Final djy a I four. England no n toss 
QUEENSLAND - RrR Innings 209 [G I 
Foley 71. 1 A Heafy 57). 

ENGLAND -First tamings 192 (AJStew- 
art 52: A C Dale 7-33). 

QUEENSLAND - Second tnalags 124 (J 
P Maher S 6 J. 

ENGLAND - Second Innings 

(Overnight 79 lor 51 

M R Rampr j uJi c Bichel b K ag aowg — 8 

D W Headley b Kasprowicz JO 

M A Atherton si Healy b Jackson -.1 

R D S Croft nor out IS 

□ Gough b Kasprowicz O 

AD Mullally not out 23 

Extras [bl fljlOJ 11 

•SO col (for 9, 61.2 oven) — 1*2 

Ml (amt): 6-89 7-100 B-104 9-106 
Bowling: Bichel 9- 1 -32-1 : Dale 12-5-23- 
1 : Kasprowicz 18.2-5-31 - 6 : Jackson 2 1 -7- 
40-1: Symonds 1 -O-5-O. 

England won by one wfa&efc. 

U mph en a J McQuillan and S J Tausel 


THE FAST bowler Jason Gille- 
spie and the batsman Ricky 
Punting were named yesterday 
to the 12-man Australian squad 
to play England in the first Ifest 
starting in Brisbane on Friday. 

Australia’s daunting pace 
attack will consist of Gillespie, 
who returns from injury. 
Michael Kasprowicz, and Glenn 
McGrath, with swing bowler 
Damien Fleming also in the 
line-up. .. 

With Shane Warne likely to 
miss the first two Tests, the 
Australian selectors have cho- 
sen leg-spinner Stuart MacGill 
to lead the slow-ball attack. 


It may be psychological war- 
fare, but Steve flfeugh, Aus- 
tralia's vice-captain, began 
talking up England yesterday, 
asserting that Australia face 
probably their toughest Ashes 
series of the last decade. 

Waugh, speaking after the 
12-man squad was named for 
the first Test said that he ex- 
pected England to start tbese- 
. ries in combative mood. 

“On paper they look a very 
good side with a lot of experi- 
ence and have got the know- 
how to win a Test series now,” 
he said. “This is a crucial tour 
for a lot of those guys - a lot of 


them haven’t beaten Australia, 
like AJec Stewart. They will be 
desperate to beat us, so I expect 
this to be our toughest series in 
probably 10 years." 

Waugh said that Australia 
must avoid a repetition of their 
poor batting performance on 
the opening day of the last 
series, in England. “We've got 
to be careful we don't do what 
we did at Edgbaston, when 
they had us five for about 30, 
so we’ve got to have a good 
first session and I think that's 
the key." he said. 

Warne will not be included in 
the Australian team for the 


Ashes series against England 
until be is “100 percent fit". Aus- 
tralia's chairman of selectors. 
Trevor Hohns, said. 

“If it takes one. two. tliree, 
four or even five Tests. Shane 
won't be coming back until he's 
100 per cent fit," Hohns said. 

Warne dismissed Adam 
Gilchrist on Monday to finish 
with l for 28 off seven overs in 
the second innings of Victoria's 
Sheffield Shield match against 
Western Australia. 


AUSTRALIA SQUAD (v England. On* 


Gr*)vJlanrt nmi twin hv 

GRIQUALAND WEST - First Innings 

271 (P Bain ltd SB. M Dillon <i- (01 
WEST INDIES - Fine Innings 

(Ovemignr lot 61 
C L HOC l*?t C BoffU b SwjncpOel 1 0? 

R D Jacobs Ibvv b SymCG. -0 

F A Rose ■: and b Hi uir. . . 8 

M Dilk>n c Bos4enj-er b Klufo . 

C A W.lfe /1 not Out . .15 

Extras |lbl<< nb?l lb 

Tbtal 466 

Fall: l- If :-6 1 3- 1 66 *• 190 5- 20S 6-291 
7-370 B-3B1 9-416 

Bowflnr. Kruis 35 4-7-113-3. Sy-mco- 
36-4-102-3: Swjnepoef 32-8-101-3: Botha 
12-1-79-0 |nbl). Gulley 18-5-57-1 (nt>l| 
GRIOUALAMD WEST - Second Innings 
M Arthur mn our (Wiliams) . .. 4o 

M Gidley l Wallace b Hoop..-* 4 

L Bosmon c Willoms b Dtuon $ 

P Bdriuid not out .. . .. 42 

W CH y c Lara b Cnandorpaul 4 

A Botha r Lain t Rcrse 5 

F Breofcei not cut .. 10 

Extras (nb4) .4 

lbtal (for 5) — 123 

Fall: 1-17 ?-4 d 3-79 4-*6 S-99 


Langur, S MacGill. G McGrath. R Punting. M 
Waugh. 


Bowling: DUhan 1 1-6-26-1 tnbl). Rose 
12-3-27-1 inb3|; Hoopei 12-4-25-1: 
Chanderpaul 14-5-33-1. G.vig .1 3-1-12-0 


Lewis lined up to replace Quinnell Bath’s ‘tough’ task 


THE PONTYPRIDD forward 
Geraint Lewis has been put on 
standby for Wales' game 
against Argentina at Llanelli on 
Saturday. The flanker, in the 
Wales A side to face Argentina 
tomorrow, will step up to the 
senior side should Scott 
Quiimell be ruled out 

Quinnell's appeal against 
his 14 -day suspension by the 
Rugby Football Union takes 
place tonighL If it is dismissed, 
then he cannot face the Pumas. 

Graham Henry, the Wales 
coach, will almost certainly 
switch Colin Charvis from 
blind-side flanker to No 8 
should tliat happen, and call up 
the highly rated Lewis for his 
second cap but first start in a 
Welsh jersey. 


RUGBY UNION 


BY WYN GRIFFITHS 


Q uinn ell. now a Llanelli 
player; was sent off during Rich- 
mond's Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership victory over Wasps 
last month for a late tackle on 
the England captain, Lawrence 
Dallaglio. Richmond have 
fiercely protested his inno- 
cence, claiming that Quinnell 
was harshly treated by the ref- 
eree, Brian CampsaH and did 
not deserve the red card. 

At the moment, Henry’s 
team is unchanged from the one 
that shook the world champions, 
South Africa, on Saturday, a re- 
sounding vote of confidence for 
players who restated Welsh 


rugby’s battered pride. 

Henry said he was confi- 
dent that Quinnell will be part 
of his team, but the RFU was 
last night unable to confirm re- 
ports that Dallaglio might have 
come out in Quinnell's defence. 

Henry said: “Scott should not 
have been ordered off- it was 
a charge, nota tackle. If the ap- 
peal goes in Scott’s favour, then 
it would be the right decision. 
The referee is a very good offi- 
cial but we all make mistakes, 
and I am positive enough to 
expect a positive result.” 

The New Zealander has not 
surprisingly kept faith with 
those players who outplayed 
the Springboks at Wembley but 
were beaten 28-20. Henry, 
meanwhile, is urging Welsh 


rugby fans to keep the result in 
perspective. 

“We could have, and should 
have won,” he said. “We lost it, 
rather than them winning. It 
was a reasonable performance, 
but we lost our discipline 
towards the end. I hope the 
Welsh nation keeps its feet on 
the ground. It was a positive 
start, but we only played in 
patches and at the end of the 
day, we didn’t win the game. 

“This is a quality Argentine 
team that has played together 
against Italy and France. We 
need another performance of 
real quality to establish a psy- 
chological advantage for the 
encounters to come," 

Wales’ Lions centre Scott 
Gibbs echoed Henry's senti- 


ments that the Welsh public 
should not get carried away. 

“We had chances to win the 
game, but we didn't win it It is 
important we stay level-headed 
and apply ourselves for 
Saturday” Gibbs said. 

“Argentina are going to be 
very similar types of oppo- 
nents. They have heavy athletic 
forwards, and we've got to 
understand that one swallow 
doesn’t make a summer.” 


(v Ar gentin a. Strafey Par*. 
, Saturday): S Hawarth [Sale), 
ax (Cardiff). M Taylor (Swansea). 


S Gibbs (Swansea). D James: N Jeefc- 
las (both Pontypridd). R H a wle y (capt): 
A Lewis. J Humphreys (all Cardiff). C 
An ebony (Swansea). C Quinnell IRidv 


An ebony (Swansea). C OutanaD (Rich- 
mond). C Wyatt (LiincW). C Chants 
(Swansea I. IB WUBams (Pontypridd). S 
Quinnell (Uanelh). Replacements: M 


Raryer (Cardiff). N Boobyer (Llanelli), D 
Llewellyn (Ebbw Vile). HI Moyle 
(Llanelli). D Morris (Swansea). B Evans 
(Swansea). B WnOams (Richmond). 


BATH FACE a major task after 
being drawn away to New- 
castle in the fourth round of 
the Tetley’s Bitter Cup. Bath 
have lost their last three 
league games against Rob 
Andrew's men. including a 
19-17 reversal at the 
Gateshead International Sta- 
dium in September. 

The Fhlcons recently moved 
back to Kingston Park, their for- 
mer home, although the pros- 
pect of live television coverage 
and a bumper attendance could 
see Gateshead favoured. 

Andy Robinson, the Bath 
coach, described the prospect 
of visiting Falcons as “very 
tough”. 

“Tb lift the cup you have to 
beat ah the best sides, and 


that often means winning diffi- 
cult ties away from home,” 
Robinson said. 

Worcester, the Premiership 
I\vo title challengers, will be 
assured of a warm welcome 
just down the M5 at Kingsholm, 
where Gloucester await. 

Bruce Ffenley, the Worcester 
captain and scrum-halt is a for- 
mer Gloucester player togeth- 


TETLEY’S BITTER 
CUP DRAW 


FOURTH ROUND: VlfaRdoo u OrfcH: Nc-t- 
unjfuni v Exeter. Bedford v Henley; 
Barking v Leicester, hend.il * lond&n Scot- 
tish. ftotherham v Leeds; Sedgley F^irk v 
Wasps: Gloucester v Worcester: Bristol « 
London Irish. Safe v Northampton: Har- 
lequins v Esher. Money v Saiacens: West 
Hartlepool v Bmckneii. Newc.istie v Bath: 
Richmond v Newbury; Moseley v Lydney. 
JVs to be playea on vt^ekeod oi 9tn torn 
January 1999 


er with the wing Paul Holford 
and other squad members 
Simon Morris and Tim Smith. 

"It’s a very interesting tie," 
said Richard Hill Gloucester’s 
rugby director. “With all the for- 
mer Gloucester players now 
with Worcester, it should be a 
cracking occasion. " 

Sale will aim to make use of 
ground advantage against 
Northampton after the Saints’ 
37-17 home league victory- 
The holders. Saracens, go to 
Yorkshire to take on Moriey. the 
Jewson National League One 
side who are struggling just 
above the relegation area. 

Sedgley Park's reward for 
beating Premiership Two 
Blackheath is a home tie 
against Wasps. 


LlNGFIELD 


HYPERION 

12.20 Evezio Rufo 12.50 Magic Memories 

1.20 Gold Honor 1.50 Top Of The Form 2^20 

Silver Sun 2.50 Elhabub 3.20 Churchills 
Shadow 3.50 Roisin Splendour 


FORM VERDICT 

ROMAN HEEL is very retable at ths level and though he Is 
seen as a naysayer on b*t ho cwld yd gel the tr^j on und 
r> such a *aa k race. 


CHRISTMAS RACE NIGHTS SELLING 
STAKES (G) £2,500 added 2YO 7f 


GOING: Swndeid , 

STALLS'. KSm - xiiside. rest - »woe 

■ SSS S 5 .o*n - 

Lender. VKIO-.3) .idioms ccdrse. 

IV EPCKHMC CIO CAB PABIC Club C3. remainder tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

aswrysaiita bk” ^ 

SESSSSe i ™«StS.»-c«“'-’“" 

:ro tt*. _ . H 2£OL Tlie Otrk 


1 M® CBJAR WELLS (USA) 06) Gum 8 11 _M Day 6 

2 0® C0MPUM9irARY(«6) WHsg^sBtl J Quinn 7 6 

3 06030 GLASTONBURY (S) (BF) MChamoiS 1> WtopnlO 

4 2*044 UAQICMHI0WES(17J (DBF) DEfcwrtiBV ~SD«»i*a 

5 (WO® T)«DWK(iq JF»8fl OrobnO'ShMlB 

6 00 ®® WSSTAXE (29) P BW&86 .T 0 UcLsogt*! 9 V 

7 433065 HYMOTHSrSDREAM(78)ATMflphy86 — DUcKeownS 

B 344430 PAISWKMBIlS3)UB0ndWilBB CIUHrZ 

g eooo® HETRA«PHd«* 588 , F Norton a 

t> ffwan SaffSOWSDOHAHK) JSUooreSfi — ANUnB&4 

-lOdadmd- 

BETTING: W awtontxsy. 3-1 Ueylc Bemories, 6-1 Simpsafs Donah, 
8-1 Cedar Wrtfl. Uy Dream. 10-1 Pot3)o Forem. 20-T Othfiffl 


3 4562W FWBflXYBRAVE(49)(CO)ifcaGKelBay89fl 

P FredertdB (7) i B 

4 200605 WSTER RAIDER (23) (CO) EWieder 6911. ^ Canon (7)7 B 

5 590® SOUTHERN DOWNIQN (Z7) (C D) tfesJCiaze69D 

SHWbW 4 S 

6 Hit TOM TUN ( 34 ) IAes J Craze 397 T waters 8 

7 23WO SURE TO DREAM (IS) (C) RR«ps5 B7 APertamB 

B OOOCOO JUSIOBSSaBiT (IS) (CD) RVW«aWr697.DaenlfcXaowi9 

9 500S65 TTK* VTHE FORM (32) (0) KRyan4 9 7 PFteseyiO 

9 S5030 EW2JSH LADY (28) U ftejmes 3 9 4 S Draw*? 5 

-lOfbcbred- 

BETTINGj 90 Frtsndy Brawl. 5-ITbpOI Tbs Form. Souttwm OmMon, 
7-1 Youog fcnr, Tom Tim. 8-1 Sura lb Drawn. Just Dtabfert. 10-1 others 


FORM VERDICT 

ELHABUB has the best recent form at some dsapporarg 
sorts, (hough Totom should not be written off just yet. 


FORM VERDICT 

This e a desperately hard sprint, fern Dm a open to kn- 
prowranarn Dut 16 nor the best of starters and may need the 
experience d the sirtea JUST DtSSIDBms not r as bed 
form as ha figures suggest and goes we* on the surface: he 
gets a hopeful vole. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: CwrpWmantaiy (12S0L Dtrk 
1,-301 2ado ITJCI Totom (vsorad 2301 


FORM VERDICT 

A«1lXl*lod3y^e«rah4*«9h a ^ Gta,,,0, * w y'1l< , 't** , - 

ter than the 6f he raced ewer here last week, ha s ba scagy 
a* rasappointing eon. The only winner In the Magic 
Memories, has® be feared but preference Is CEDAR WELLS, 
who showed enough fa tral sprint maidens to suggest he s 
wel up wmrang m this tower lewsL 


(12.20 ra 

I A n 7 Mi D H Duttsdon (7) 1A . ocCUO A 


i J nmeno ■ 

i oaes FAHS (USA) (12) wjei n T Jil o § £ 

| : xorafi SHARBAD^ID^ CT » PTiiJp 7 HraJMrUa 

£ as sasaBssfiWs-fs;!- 

I T L!C-:V ELA-VIE-MOU |2I11 4 9 tf U,TB ^ P16 

! ? max HURG1U DANCER 1 48) (D) fi 0^™ J* pj « 

... ■/« m kl I & 9 7 - - ■ 


9 « : EVE30 RUTO |4I (C Dl N ® 3^V 

■0 OMSK SAND CAY .Vj 9 

;i ,-Lb® LANCE’S PET (l«7|D OasnjS -- _ ... 

” ITT GENERAL GLOW p=) (D) P baw » E J JbW» P) « V 

D «0t M WG*f Oh o 3 ’Si'sitocre^) 19 

U ^.tCUAGNIMOMENTl MreAP"^ 1 # 

6 cawceiaeBBsaii***'™? Mwecooporpm 
e June bounty prj 7 . >■ ■ ^ s ( 5 ) 1 

V I-OVJ ROYAL CIRCUS u»0l »C0I P ►*** 9 ' ^ R pmn (5) 5 

t jflbOlY WKA (121 (0) j &*»' 5 

.18 declared- kmS3 , 2 a.H>gH 

Sr- 1 /ni.-fiaM.’W nr.-.-k- 

,>LV CM tol** Vte>. rtr M «» UTlc.-mvrt^- « 

C'-a-y 1'.' ^ luO •>' o . OMaberTV Sauce, a-1 Rotn*" 
BETTING- 7-2 Fain. 1 1-2 Evtsto BaJP- 'j* IW others 

RecL 10 .? ftarti finutoOC. Sand CoY- General 


nrortl GET YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
■■ ZU 1 NURSERY H-CAP (E) E3.750 2YO 1m 

t OCBUO ACHTll£SSTWlCtO)KBllf6 97 - AO?* A 

a 663330 REDOUBLE (Id) flffawonfl t) JJaneOTfellB 

3 30400) GOUJ HONOR (FW (17) (tJ)B Ifeehan 89 — XJBMaMOB 

4 250 WOOUY WMSOME (28) BS'nari 34 

i 305055 OOffiBEpl) ATtt*pt^B3 _DeanlMtDcran5 

g 004211 VAlE0FLBfEN(4)KR)^iB3p«) -.. Ptencf ? 

7 o®500 VH¥06Bipfi)JF'»« 712 Ba nded * 

8 L0WBUJES(USA)PS)MJoH«* 7fl PNortonB 

9 D®42 TOPHT(15)WrtW»7tt 

« 060 Ori50135AM3(ORQj*rf7XI JWaGBnonS 

-lOdacfcred- 

Wnmu m.7»i0fe Trueh‘av'<H*9m: Jop F4 TO S& Oh So 
rcttinG: 7-2 GtHd Honor. 9-2 VII* 01 Lewen, 5-1 AchDes SKTOp Fft, 
EnadSiite. Lora Bfeaa. tt-l Verpewm. 12-1 ettara 


l o on l POLYGRAM CLASSICS MAIDEN 

STAKES (D) (DIV I) E4.000 3YO 1m 2f 
T ® KLTE5HAZ2JW(4BI0fljbfreon9a ACUL3 

2 CMXK DiXJT (USA) (S) G Brwwy 9 0 G Carter 4 

3 234054 RJUK TOWER (7S) RKanw 90 — _Da»D1tt»7 

4 063400 LORBtZD(12)KH3hd90 J(h*n5 

5 UASTER LODGE D OBren 9 0 — — JfeuttUS 

6 0640 I4YIJT7LE UAN (71) B Smart 9 0 flPerttam W 

7 S-300 2ADAW)GLlA3orae0 — JIWghamBB 

5 45 WGriEST ACCOLADE (50 J GOKKn 3 9 -WRywiJ 

9 4000D JONATHANS GIRL (3G4)JeUgBr 89 R Brbfend (7) fl 

» 42CB56 SUfB) 5UN (44) D SSeorth 6 9 S Drome 1 

-lOdectared- 

aEmNG: ISGMghesIAeesMe. M namelttaw; tW Lorenzo. Zada, 
SJver Sua 6-1 lly LitUa Hfin, 14-1 Hester Lodge, 16-1 others 


o onl LADBROKE AW TROPHY H'CAP 
g,4V l (QUALIFIER) (E) (DIV I) £4.000 7f 

1 602000 HUGWTTV (5) G ftawry 6 U 0 NDaylZ 

2 046020 UULLTTOVSl (17) (D) U HeanrQs B 9 tl . ... S Drome 2 

3 360006 AJQ DAMCB1 HQ U Onnncn 589 CmtyUams7 

4 000021 T0PTUN (41(D) PHMlns4 SB |Be» J Outer 5 B 

6 034000 BQAT9»(SBI AT Murphy 4 65 OMflUdCaownB 

6 520030 BIG BBiCS) (CD) (7) P Hannan 4 95 Dsr» OT4eBI9 

7 1265 CHUROflLLS SHADOW (5) (CDlBPearceJBn PDoe(5)B 

6 3S6400 SHARP Ilff (5) (C)PJJR Rower 686 RPricsIOB 

9 0040® HORDWEX ©(C) PHsywriBBe .. _ A Schott* (5) 11 
C OiZW XASSALHAmt38}(D)Davpm3n$7V PFmyl 
H C&50Q0 JUSTMtANUS (12) (O J Bndga 6 7 10 .. .GBardratBI 
12 406400 WILD NETTLED 2) JRa 47 U Jfeetan O'Shea 4 

-lSdKtared- 

Uinhun; 7sf 10b fear Megfes. JutemanuS 7U .10. VlMcf No* ?tt JCj 
BETIB tG: 74 fe(Ua 5-1 Owrraers StaKtow 6-1 uraUBwa AM Danco: 
Big Ban, 8-1 Boatar, 10-1 HugaBy, Kass Alhawa. 12-1 others 


Storm title hopes 
dented by Kummu 


FORM VERDICT 

Both divisions of this event am far less competrtme than the 
quarters run here last Thursday and ChurcMITE Shadow, 
who fnshed fifth te Last Repufabon fhen b cfeariy a ittaicr 
player today But he h» came up against a we6-rvjnocapped 
and bacL4o-fhrm nvaf In TOPTON who wtf be hard la beat 
if ttfaptmg to Etyjttracx as wel as he (*d to Rxesarw Iasi 
week Huntovar loote the pi* of the ramarter 


FORM VERDICT 

won a defitae sfatrwta donn about Ftone Tower and Loren- 
zo this 6 Beefy » be fought out tsy the weB-bred fUes HIGH- 
EST ACCOLADE and Silver Sun, for w ho m awiwibe 
a boost fet their stud carom Preference Is tor the Gooden 
fry who has not had the- chances the 1 Sfcer Sun has han 


FORM VERDICT 


None of theoe Iwt ** O' 1 BqUirat*. but the two mail con- 
tpndet*. VALE OF LEVEN ana GoM Honor do handle Fi- 
hrsBcnl Preference * tanrier who! fe cr»g han^ *enfltft 
Jg*^ingtri and showed at Southwel on Friday that he has 
the tacteel speed to sfene here 


r3“ ESI CONTACT SALES & MARKETING 
1.50 HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 added 5f 


, iMW) YOUNG IBNR W (0 PE«b 31)D f Norton 3 

2 BANoeTi^psfllDBRS^aoeANtehofcfflaa 


o RA1 POLYGRAM CLASSICS MAIDEN 
STAKES (DJ (DIV II) £4,000 3YO 1m 21 

1 5-5300 ABUSAMRAH (USA) (148) A T fArphy 9 O.DMH UdtflOl* 4 

2 JS04Z? ELHABUB (l^(Bf)«BsGK*wy 90. SDraM»5 

3 50 INNER LIGHT (25) BftorcsSD PDoeRVI 

4 500200 KBIGS ARROW (57) PHrratngeO- JQukn7 

a 060 MASTER REX (21) E Meeter 9 0 — SCaraon(7)B 

fi 0055® 0NEDMAR(FR) R5) klfeMBO DanaOTfeBI 

1 WBOB VJQAHE(ffl)pi)RFtow90 R Price 8 

b CMS OAK VINTAGE (USA) (22) JGosdenB 9 AUeOonal 

9 SIS1T A Cfanterfeji 6 9 .A Eddery (5)3 

O -mm TOTOH(iB)UWfwmgtoi69 .-WRyenaV 

10 ttedered - 

BETTING: 1 1-8 Bhabub. 9^ Abtoannb. 6-1 inner Utfu, One Dfera, 6-1 
OafcWriaga, u-i Nngs Arran; Hester Rex. Wane. 16-1 others 


|o trn l LADBROKE AW TROPHY H’CAP 
J,au l (QUALIFIER) (E) (DIV II) £4.000 7f 

1 -66500 BE HY *4SH (5) (D) ttss G Kefeway 3 9 T3 . . .SDnwwS 

2 CO40Q0 VICTORY TEAM (») (C D) W«EL?ve4e 69 h- . 

RHndrap) 3tf 

3 4-OTOO BALANITA p4) (D) 3 Partfl 39 D GP«Anar(3)I1 

4 4MM» SHAMWAH SONG (10) (D) N Cafa^Bn 39 P.D Ucteren2 

5 000040 SHADES OF LOT6 (57)(D) V Sow 4 96 CRuBBr7 

6 tm® ROSNSPlBOOUR|45)P)SDow394- — PDt»(5)8 

7 400® OUT UKE MAGIC (43) P Evars 390 flfeBonA 

8 005000 IURABEET (5)(C) R U Rcwp 66 Q DeneCTNeififi 

9 6060 MR SPEAKBl (43) (D) C WaB 56 T_. AMcheUs(5)5 

C GCKXB EXROStVE POWS? (43) (C) G &Mry 7 33 M Bey to 
11 350000 NAUPLESSl J3rte»M7D. R Brttnd (7) * 

• IldKtared- 

tOvnum iB&gnt 7fl 106 frur handicap ttrpha.- 5a rib 
BETTING: 4-1 BafenBa. Shades 01 Low, Mr Speeke^ 13-2 Be By WWv 
6-1 Stumor) Song, Roteln SpUndnut, Utra Beet 10-1 ottiere 


FORM VERDICT 

It may be north takjig a dance on ROISIN SPLENDOUR 
on today 6 AW debut A winner a! Bnghton (where many Eq- 
ujirack EpecaisB shnei she is nefi treated on her best turf 
term and th* B tar less competitive than her usual races. 


MANCHESTER STORM, the 
Sekonda Superleague leaders, 
slipped to only their second def- 
eat of the season in west Scot- 
land on Sunday. 

There was not much to 
choose between Storm and Ayr 
Scottish Eagles, but the hosts 
edged the contest 4-3 to con- 
tinue their impressive return to 
form aft era sluggish start to the 
campaign. 

Storm took the first-period 
honours courtesy of Rick Bre- 
bant’s powerplay strike, and 
Kevin Hoffman doubled the 
lead early in the second session. 

Mark Woolf and Dino Bauba 
brought Air back into it, only for 
Jeff Jablonski to restore Man- 
chester’s lead within nine sec- 
onds. But Sam Groleau tied the 
scores, and Ryan Kummu’s 
42nd-minute strike gave Ayr the 
lead for the first time. 

Nottingham Panthers. Ayr’s 
B&H Cup final opponents, 
looked like they were suffering 
from their midweek exertions 
as they trailed bottom club 
Newcastle Riveridngs 2-0 on 
their own Lower Parliament 
Street ice. 

Raul Dixon and Jamie Black 
put Riverkings in control, but 


ICE HOCKEY 


By Simon Lovell 


depleted Nottingham hit back 
to win 4-2 and cut Ayr’s lead at 
the top to two points. Greg 
Hadden scored twice and was 
only denied a hat-trick by 
Wayne Cowley's penalty save, 
with Paul Adey and Jamie 
Leach also on the mark for 
Mike Blais dell's side. 

Panthers were without four 
injured players and the sus- 
pended Corey Beaulieu, and 
their problems increased when 
the}' lost Simon Hunt who suf- 
fered a recurrence of a hand 
injury, during the game. 

Bracknell Bees. Jim Riy- 
archuk’s former club, came 
from behind to beat his current 
charges. London Knights. 4-3. 

Cory Lyons, with two goals, 
and Bruce Eakin had London 
3-1 up with less than 15 minutes 
to play at the London .Arena. 
But Chris Brant reduced the 
deficit and Barry McKinlay’s 
second goal, at 50min 52sec. 
took the game into overtime. 

Just 40 seconds into the sud- 
den-death period. Brant's sec- 
ond of the night wan it for Bees. 
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International: England coach’s admiration of substitute centre-forward started with a smack in the face and has grown 

Dublin talks Hoddle’s language 


By CUVE WHITE 

DION Dublin has scored a 
few goals in has career but it 
was more of an own goal that 
first left its mark on the Eng- 
land coach. Asked whether 
there was any time when he 
viewed the Aston Villa striker 
as justabig target man, Glenn 
Hoddle smartly replied: “Yeah, 
when he put an elbow straight 
in my face while I was playing 
for Swindon against Cam- 
bridge.” 

While his experience with 
Chris Sutton might suggest 
otherwise, Hoddle has evi- 
dently not held any grudge 
against Dublin because he is al- 
most certain to award him his 
fourth cap tomorrow when he 
is expected to lead England's 
attack against the Czech Re- 
public in the absence of Alan 
Shearer. Michael Owen and 
Teddy Sheringham. 

Dublin has come on some- 
what since those up-and-at-'em 
days of John Beck at Cam- 
bridge, maturing into a striker 
who has a lot more going for 
him than just size and the oc- 
casional errant elbow. “They 
were a bit physical in those 
days, Cambridge, as al recall," 
Hoddle said. “You couldn't ten 
whether his touch was any 
good because the ball was al- 
ways in the air, but if he'd 
played for a footballing team 
who wanted to get it down and 
play, I'm sure he could have 
done." 

Clearly, in the absence of 
Shearer; his captain, and Tony 
Adams. Hoddle wiQ be looking 
to Dublin to talk a good game 
as well as play one, and in that 
respect, at least, he can be re- 
lied upon not to fail Hoddle. A 
strong character, Dublin's in- 
fluence on the Coventry team 
in recent seasons has been 
monumental and after just a 
fortnight at Villa Park it is evi- 
dent that his contribution to the 
Premiership leaders will also go 
beyond being a prolific striker, 
if the response from the enig- 
matic Stan Collymore is any- 
thing to go by. 

“You've got a centre-forward 
who talks like a centre-half, be- 
cause he’s played there a few 
times." Hoddle said. “He or- 
ganises people. He listeos off 
the pitch he wants to (earn. 1 
can see him possibly gong into 
coaching or being a manager 
himself. He's got that sort of 
head." 

In fact that could be Hod- 
dle's secret weapon against 



Out of the shadows: Lee Hendrie and Dion Dublin (right), Aston Villa team-mates, relax at England's training session at Bisham yesterday 


the Czechs; in the absence of 
pace (Owen) and strength 
(Shearer), the England coach 
is endeavouring to talk the op- 
position to death, Dublin is ex- 
pected to line-up alongside a 
compulsive chatterbox with 
whom he admits even he can- 
not get a word in edgeways - 
the TV chat show host-cum 
footballer, Ian Wight 
“I try to be like him but he 
always takes centre stage, his 
is always the voice you can 
hear;" Dublin said. “1 hope to be 
like Ian Wright when I'm his age 
135*. His mentality and fitness 
is brilliant. My being a little 
younger (Dublin is 29) than 


Imp, he's one of the players you 
look up to. Ybu need players like 
that around the place to keep 
the lads smiling ail the time If 
you don't have a particularly 
good training session, he'll be 
there at your shoulder having 
a bit of a laugh with you." 

Theycampleinent each other 
rather well; Wight the late 
startei; and Dublin the late de- 
veloper An overnight success in 
10 years is how one might de 
scribe the Leicester-born 
Dublin. He started out as a 
packer in a hosiery fectay earn- 
ing £80 a week - “I remember 
it dear as day" - before his 
brother’s friend, the former 


England Under-21 winger Dale 
Gordon, got him a trial at Nor- 
wich He eventxialty moved on to 
Cambridge where for a time he 
was loaned out to King’s Lynn 
in the Beazer Homes League, 
playing before crowds of 400 - 
“if we were lucky". 

Chris Thmer gave him Ms 
League chance at Cambridge 
before Beck took oven imposing 
his unorthodox but highly suc- 
cessful coaching methods on 
impressionable young players 
like Dublin. He has no regrets 
about his humble origins and, in 
fact, one suspects be is rather 
proud of them. “If s good to sam- 
ple all the warts of football* he 


said “Tve been in foe EOurth Di- 
vision, the Third, the Second, 
the Premier and now Pm here 
today. I think it's good to expe- 
rience all the different stan- 
dards of footibalL It makes you 
appreciate what you’ve got" 
Dreams of playing for Eng- 
land then must have been a bit 
fandM, but no not a bit of ft, 
said Dublin. “I'Ve always 
dreamed of playing for England 
having a No 9 shirt on one day," 
he said with genuine sincerity. 
Missing the cut in England's 
World Cup squad of 30 was 
“hard to handle", although ac- 
cording to Hoddle be handled 
it “like a man”. 


“Yeah, but as soon as he left 
the room I cried,” Dublin half- 
joked. “The disappointment 
was with me probably right up 
imHl the first game in Mar- 
seilles whenl saw the boys walk 
out - that was the hardest 
thing. But you’ve got to keep 
plugging away and that’s what 
I’ve done." 

It has falcwi Dublin a lo ng 
time to lose that “big target 
man" tag and even Hoddle 
seemed to infer that the reason 
why Dublin (fid not go to France 
was because they were well 
catered for in that respect and 
needed players with pace. A 
couple of years ago, as Dublin 


Peter Jay 


agreed, dubs seemed more in- 

terested in buying “quick, tricky 
foreigners”. He said: “But 1 
think you need to have a play- 
er like myself in your side that 
can help you out in other de- 
partments." 

Wright may be a role model 
for Dublin but the West Ham 
striker, for his part has 
also tried to copy one or two 
traits of his' soiri brother, like 
learning to play the saxo- 
phone, just how successfully 
Dublin was not sure. “I haven't 
heard Wrighty play," he said, 
“but I’ve seen his sax and it 
looks a bit too nice and dean 
to me". 


McCarthy’s early risers mostly intact 


THERE WAS an early call for the 
Republic of Ireland's players 
yesterday, but none for Andy 
Townsend, their former captain. 
Townsend, who retired from 
international football last sea- 
son. was prepared to return at 
short notice for tomorrow's 
important European Champi- 
onship tie against Yugoslavia 
here if injuries severely 
depleted the squad at the week- 
end following the refusal of 
Fife, world football's governing 
body, to implement their own 
rule that players should be re- 
leased five days before a com- 
petitive international. 

The Republic lost Ian Harte. 
the Leeds United full-back, but 
their manager, Mick McCarthy, 
insisted that the only alarm 
bells ringing in the camp were 
the ones that woke the players 
at their Dublin hotel for an 
gam training session before 
departure for Belgrade. 

. Some Irish heroes of the 
past might not hare returned 
from their night out by that hour. 
The present crop of eager 


by Steve tongue 
in Belgrade 

beavers were all up and running 
post-haste at the Post House, 
except for Chariton's MarkKin- 
sella. Although unable to train, 
he said that a dead leg would not 
prevent him from turning out to- 
morrow, which killed any notion 
of calling Townsend. 

On Saturday the two mid- 
fielders had been in direct 
opposition in the Charlton- 
Middlesbrough match .when 13 


members of the Irish squad 
played for most of a game. It 
would have been more, but for 
Alex Ferguson’s generous ges- 
ture in picking Roy Keane and 
Denis Irwin only as substitutes 
for Manchester United. 

Tony Cascarino came un- 
scathed through his French 
league match for Nancy only to 
be held up for five hours at Bel- 
grade airport, when the au- 
thorities decided that visas 
issued for the original game 
were no longer valid. 


“Our players are very com- 
petitive and the risk of picking 
up injuries was always there," 
McCarthy said “It’s compro- 
mised us in terms of prepara- 
tion but now it's done with so 
we’re just concentrating on the 
game. If we get anything out of 
it iffl be a massive step towards 
qualifying. If you offered me a 
draw, rd take it and go home. 
It's a big game." 

It is one that the Irish 
approach in good heart, having 
followed victory in their open- 


Hughes to break pain barrier 


MICHAEL HUGHES is prepared 
to play through the pain of a 
hernia problem for Northern 
Ireland in tomorrow's Euro 
2000 qualifier against Moldova. 

The Wimbledon winger’s 
injury restricts his training and 
may ultimately require surgery 
but his willingness to appear is 
heartening news for Lawrie 
McM enemy. The Irish coach 


anticipated Hughes would have 
to withdraw from the match at 
Windsor Park when he heard 
that he had been substituted 
against Chelsea on Saturday. 
Hughes did not train yesterday, 
but he has assured McMeneray 
he will play tomorrow. 

“There is no way I would 
want to miss this game, be- 
cause if we beat Moldova then 


we will be top on six points with 
Finland and Turkey," he said. 

Newcastle’s Aaron Hughes, 
who strained a calf muscle on 
Saturday, became the fourth 
player to pull outyesterday fol- 
lowing the withdrawals ofKevin 
Ho dock, Jim WMtley and 
George O'Boyle. The Under-21 
captain, Danny Griffin, and 
Luton's Phil Gray are called up. 


ing match against Croatia with 
a 5-0 win over Malta, four days 
after the game in Belgrade 
was first scheduled. 

That has put them on top of 
the table, with a game in hand 
on Croatia. Yugoslavia have 
yet to play and, according to 
Sasa Hie, the Charlton goal- 
keeper expected to be among 
their substitutes, they are all 
the keener because of last 
month’s postponement 

“The people in Belgrade are 
realty up for this game and the 
atmosphere wfflbefantasticT he 
■aid- “The I rish Can expect 
something special Ireland are 
a good side- what impresses me 
is their team spirit and togeth- 
erness. Yugoslavia probably 
have the better individuals and 
we must hope our players blend 
together” 

Yugoslavia appear to have 
been cannier than the Irish 
ami d all the shenanigans with 
Fifa, football’s world body, last 
week, calling the vast majority 
of their squad home before the 
Chibs could rfaim th em. 


Barry in a hurry 
to make big time 


THE ENGLAND Under-21 
coach, Peter Taylor; has re- 
vealed that the intervention of 
Glenn Hoddle has led to Gareth 
Barry’s being put on a fast 
track to the fuD international 
squad. 

The Aston Villa central 
defender will take another step 
towards the senior side when 
he plays for the Under-2is at 
the tender age of 17 in today’s 
international with the Czech 
Republic at Ipswich. 

However; Thylor admitted 
that Barry was earmarked to 
play at only Under-18 level this 
season before Hoddle, the 
senior coach, decided that he 
needed a bigger stage on 
which to develop. It is another 
huge step forward for Barry, 
who was playing in midfield for 
Villa's reserve team barety six 
months ago. 

This season he has been a 
first-team regular alongside 
Gareth Southgate and Ugo 


Ehiogu in Aston Villa’s surge 
to the leadership of the Pre- 
miership. 

Tayioradmitted: “There has 
been achangs in the way things 
were planned for Gareth 
because of the progress of the 
bay. Glenn has seen a lot of him 
and he is saying that Gareth has 
done so well that he needs to 
get into the Under-2ls quicker 
than we ever thought was going 
to happen.” 

The Newcastle striker Paul 
Dalglish has withdrawn from 
the Scotland Under-21 squad to 
face their Belgian counterparts 
at Love Street tomorrow, 
because of a groin problem. 

Notone Premiership player 
has been selected for a match 
to celebrate the centenary of 
the Italian football federation, 
in Rome on 16 December. 
Cfoached by Celtic's JozefVen- 
glos. the squad is dominated by 
players competing in Italy's 
SerieA. 


Nosy press cause Brazilian brawl 


BRAZIL • 

RELATIONS BETWEEN foot- 
ballers and the British press 
are occasionally less than cor- 
dial but they would hare to de- 
teriorate some to match 
scenes witnessed at the week- 
end in the Brazilian champi- 
onship quarter-final between 
Sport Recife and Santos. 

Tempers flared after Re- 
cife. already two goals ahead, 
were awarded a controversial 
penalty. Santos players argued 
with the linesman but finally 
lost their tempers when a radio 
reporter held a microphone 
between them and the official 
to gel a better idea of what was 
befog said. 

The striker Viola was then 
seen to lash out at a reporter, 
leading to a free-for-all involv- 
ing Santos players, policemen 
wielding truncheons, more re- 
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porters and the Santos coach. 
Emerson Leaon. The brawling 
lasted 20 minutes but was not 
the last controversial moment 
The referee later appeared 
to award a goal-kick instead of 
a penalty and then changed his 
mind once again by awarding 
a penalty. At least events 
ended on a peaceful note. Re- 
cife ended up 3-1 winners and 
no one was sent off. 


Spain 

NANDO MUNOZ, an Espanyol 
defender; was as surprised as 
anyone when bis shot midway 
through Sunday's game 
against Real Zaragoza put his 
side 2-0 ahead. He had gone 12 
years and 246 games in the 
Spanish First Division without 
troubling the statisticians. The 
centre-back, who has played 
for Barcelona and Real 
Madrid, looked stunned upon 
scoring. *Tm very, very happy," 
he said alter the game, wind) 
ended 3-0 to the visitors. “But 
I can’t talk now. Fra waiting for 
a call from my family." 

Netherlands 

JOHAN CRUYFF has launched 
his most virulent attack yet on 
his compatriot, the Barcelona 
coach, Louis van GaaL Cruyff. 


a former player and coach at 
Barcelona, made his latest crit- 
icisms in the wake of 
Barcelona’s recent defeats in 
both the Spanish league to 
Oviedo and the Champions' 
League to Bayern Munich. 

“It’s a street without an 
end. Van Gaal does not know 
where he is going," Cruyff 
said. “Van Gaal has committed 
many errors not because he is 
stupid but because he does not 
know the dub. He’s lost the 
base 1 established and does not 
have the affection of the Cata- 
lan players. 

“I am Dutch and 1 signed 
Koeman and Witschige but 
never in my life did I play six 
or seven Dutch players. [Van 
Gaal has six Dutch players in 
his first-team squad at the 
moment! You can imagine the 
outcry if eight Spaniards were 
to turn out for Ajax.” 


Germany 

GERMAN PROFESSIONAL 
football players are too lazy, ac- 
cording to the Werder Bremen 
coach, Felix Magath. “In a free 
economy system, you will not 
find anybody who works three 
hours a day and earns mil- 
lions,” the former German in- 
ternational said last week. 

Asked if he thought players 
should worka 40-hour week, he 
replied: “Why not? I have the 
feeling that players have an 
easy life. They must under- 
stand that we're permanently 
involved in a competition with 
the other chibs and that this 
competition is a tough one ” 

Thailand 

PETER WITHE, the ex-Aston 
Villa striker who is now coach 
of Thailand’s national team. 




Pachyd e rm Uberos chase the ball at Ibailand’s Surra 
Elephant Ronnd-np, an annnal event where tourists 
marvel at the slnll of the beasts and their riders AFP 


has a huge responsibility in nest 

mouth’s Asian Games. He must 
restore the reputation of a team 
tarnished ty the farcical in- 
ternational earlier this year 
when Thailand beat Indonesia 
in the Tiger Cup despite trying 
to lose to avoid having to pfay 
in Vietnam in the semi-finaL 


“With the help of the Eng- 
lish coach Tm confident the 
Thai team will reach the final” 
Tbawatchai Satchakul the 
new team manager; has said, 
“The players have apologised 
to football fans for the past and 
promise to regain public faith 
and their reputation.” 



accent 
on local 
loyalties 

England’s latest ^ 
prodigy was never \ 
going to follow \ 
family traditions. \ 
By Adam Szreter f 

TO DESCRIBE Lee Hendrie as 
wide-eyed on his first day with 
the full Englan d squad yes- 
terday would be something of 
an understatement, but at 
least he has the pedigree to 
suggest that once the novelty 
has worn off one of Glenn 
Hoddle’s newest recruits will 
be as much at home at Bisham 
Abbey as he is in midfield at 
Villa Park. 

FhtherPaul a Scotsman who 
began his career with Celtic, 
once wore the blue and white of 
Villa's arch rivals, Birmingham 
City, in the days when Trevor 
Francis used to destroy Villa 
almost single-handedly. Now 
he manages non-League Tam- 
worth, who took Exeter City to 
the wire in the FA Cup first 
round at the weekend, while 
uncle John, another Scot, is 
manager of Barnsley 

There was a time when the 
representative future of Hen- 
drie Jnr was in some doubt, but 
with the kind of accent that has 
given Brummies a bad name 
ever since Crossroads plagued 
the television schedules. Eng- 
land were always favourites to 
benefit from the talents of the 
youngest member of this par- 
ticular footballing dynasty. 

“There was some talk that 
they [Scotland] were going to 
take me for a trial but I didn't 
taka much notice of that" Hen- 
drie said. “I always wanted to 

- play for England.” 

Now, at 21 and barely a 
I third of the way through his 
l first full season in the Pre- 
3 miership. Hendrie has become 

> the fourth player from the 
i League leaders to infiltrate 

- ■ -Hoddle’s elite group, thanks in 
/ no small part to half a dozen 
t excellent performances with 
. the Under-2ls and Villa's own 
t success this season which has 
i put him and his team-mates in 

the spotlight 

“The last 12 months have 
been a big turn-around for 
me," he admitted. Prior to 
John Gregory’s arrival as Villa 
manager, Hendrie had been a 
peripheral figure as far as the 
first team was concerned. 

“At that stage I was frus- 
trated and didn't know where 
i I stood," he said. “One week I 

- was getting in the team but 
then the next 1 wasn't even on 

i the substitutes' bench. It was 
» a hard time for me. 
i “Brian Little didn't want to 

> put me in with Villa down the 
i bottom of the Premiership. 

> He felt there would be a lot of 

> pressure on me and that was 
: fair enough. But I wanted to 
l play and I thought 1 might 

have to move elsewhere. I 
I thought 1 mi gh t have to go into 
l a lower division.” 

> Apart from his decision to 
» throw Hendrie in at the deep 
: end when he took over from Lit- 
tle, Gregory’s inclination to 

r choose English players has 
i probably helped Hendrie's 
f cause too, although the player 
, himself insists that is more 
. coincidence than policy. “It's 

- nice to have an all-English 
f team, but it’s not realty been a 

> big issue in the dressing- 
room," he said. 

The next logical step for 
Gregory, of course, would be a 
team full of Brummies with 
Hendrie, regarded as the best 
home-grown prospect since 
Gary Shaw, leading the way. 
But one battle he has yet to win 
is with the rest of his family, 
who remain staunchly blue 
and white despite Hendrie’s 
exploits in the north of the city. 

“I used to support Birmingham 
as a youngster and I was with 
them as a schoolboy,” he 
revealed. 

“It came down to a choice 
between signing for them or 
Villa. I went to Villa at 15 and 
changed ray allegiance, but 
all my family still support the 
Blues. 

“I do get a bit of stick for ii. 
but it’s only friendly banter. At 
least I’ve got my nan to change 
her colours now - 1 bought her 
a season ticket so she goes to 
the Blues one week and th* 
Villa the next.” 

And if anyone can bridge the 
divide between the rity? s two 
wamng factions, then the like 

to^mS^ mifiht J ' ust «* 
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Wimbledon cashes in on Henmania 


fJfaBLEDON MADE a record 
J33in profit from this year’s 
championships, defying rain 
delays and competition from 
World Cup football in France. 
The 6.7 per cent increase was 
attributed to improved tdevi- 
sion and merchandising income 
and record 13 -day crowds of 
424JI98 (20.000 up on the previ- 
ous record). 

Tim Henman’s men’s singles 
semi-final against Pete Sam- 
pras. the defending champion 
and world No l, attracted a tele- 
vision audience of 12 million. 

Wimbledon's profits have 
burgeoned at an incredible rate 
since passing Dm for the first 
time in 1981. As with other 
tjjorts, television revenue is 
Ore key, and the Wimbledon 
rights are due to be 
renegotiated after next year’s 
tournament 

While retaining the United 
Kingdom lights - discussions 
with the BBC are due to start 
soon - the All England Club 
have appointed a new broad- 
cast-marketing partner in Eu- 
rope. Prisma Sports and 
Media. "We are confident Pris- 


TENNIS 


By John Roberts 

ma will assist Wimbledon in 
strengthening its audience in 
Europe,* said Ian Edwards, 
the dub's television marketing 
director 

The rise of Henman and 
Greg Rusedski has heightened 
British interest in tennis at a 
time when the sport is having 
difficulty guaranteeing TV ex- 
posure elsewhere. The Gennan 
market which boomed with 
Boris Becker and Steffi Graf in 

the mid-1980s and become cen- 
tral to the world tennis econo- 
my, is a particular worry. 

Prisma, also appointed to 
handle the European rights for 
football's World Cup in 2002 and 
2006 on behalf of Germany’s 
Kirch Group, is confident of 
tennis’s fiiture. **Ufe believe that 
Wimbledon is one of the sport's 
greatest assets and, together 
with the other Grand Slams, will 
play a major role in leading 
tennis into the next century” 
said Peter Sprogis, Prisma’s 
managing director. 


Wimbledon’s profits go to 
the Lawn Tfennis Association for 
the development of the sport, 
and yesterday’s cheque was 
deposited on the eve of the 
National Championships at the 
Telford International Centre, 
in Shropshire. 

The Nationals were initiated 
in 1983 as part of the UA’sdrive 
to provide an environment to 
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improve failing standards. 
Many of Wimbledon’s millions 
have since been invested in 
the previously neglected area of 
building indoor tennis centres. 

Telford presented the 
opportunity of an annual gath- 
ering of the "British tennis 
family”, although from the com- 
petitive standpoint it was recog- 
nised that British players beating 


£ million 


their compatriots proved nothing 
on an international scale. 

Rusedski's arrival from 
Canada to join the cause in 1995. 
and the home-grown prosperity 
of Henman, has given the 
British game a superficial aura 
of well-being. 

Both players quickly out- 
grew the National Champi- 
onships. Henman decided to 
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First of five singles 
titles 
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forego the event after winning 
the mens singles title for the 
third time in a row last year - 
sparing a day to pop over to 
Hanover for a day to beat 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov as a sub- 
stitute at the ATP Tour Cham- 
pionship. The 24-year-old from 
Oxford will be in Hanover on 
merit next week Rusedski who 
narrowly failed to qualify for a 


WORLD RANKINGS 


Leading ATP rankings 

t P Sampras (US) „..2.70j pa 

ZMRms [Chi lei 3.67C 

3 P Rotter |Ausj 3.3 '■ 5 

A A Agassi (US) 2.57? 

5 C Moya [5pj I i ' 2 

6 A Correna |Sp) 2 7 Sf 

7 K hurera iSicvak) :• 57s 

6 R hrjjsek (Metnj 2 5*i 

9 T Hfrmjn |GBt 2 50 1 

10 Y Kafelnikov (Pus) .. . 2 -Si 

11 G Rusedski (G9| .. . 2-57 

12 G tuarvsevic (Craa) 2 : 37 

13 P Korda (Cr Rep) . 2 n- 

1* A Costa |Sp) 1.623 

ISM Phillppousus (Ausl I 792 

16 T Martin (USl !.7'- 

17 T Johansson (Sivel .. 1.76’ 

18 C Pioline tFn l.HO 

19 J Siemerlnl (Nern) .. 1 6£f 

20 F Mantilla [Spj 1 

Other British rankings: 179 C Wii. risen 
257; 257 B Corvon 1 56. 289 M variara* 
126: 31 4 M Lee 11 5; 323 N GcoU 105 
3*2 A Richardson 97. 381 L M.i.-?a-. 55 
418 J Delgado 71. 467 A Parryr 5?. 


second consecutive appear- 
ance. recently gave his finest 
performance in defeating Sam- 
pras to win the Paris Open. 

Without Henman and Rused- 
ski. the National Champi- 
onships is a truer reflection of 
the state of British game. Thai 
ought to be taken as a challenge 
by the players at Telford this 
week. Whatever the men and 

women achieve in competition 
with each other here, the 
important consideration is how 
the)' fare against international 
opposition elsewhere. That is 
the only way the British game 
will gain any depth. 

Sam Smith, who defends the 
women's singles title here ihis 
week, made a considerable 
impact at Wimbledon last sum- 
mer by defeating the former 
champion Condiitii Martinez 
en route lo the fourth round. 
Smith. No 65 in the world, 
needs a far greater challenge 
from the younger group if 
Britain is f o regain a position of 
respectability in the women’s 
game. 

The top seeds in both singles 
events are due on court todav 


tplay starts at HL3uam>. Chris 
Wilkinson, of Southampton, 
renews his rivalry with Surrey's 
Danny Sapsfnrd. and Sam 
Smith plays her Essex team- 
mate Helen C rook. The 1 6-year - 
old Hannah Collin, from Surrey, 
the nation's top junior, plays 
Wanridishire's Louise Latimer, 
the No 4 seed. 

Tint Henman is due nt Birm- 
ingham's National Indoor 
Arena on Thursday to help 
launch Britain's Doris Cup 
World Group tie against the 
United States there next April. 
With Henman and Rusedski til 
and in form. Britain will bo 
confident of giving a game to 
whichever Americans decide to 
come, although (he doubles 
rubber could be a problem 
given the squad’s lack uf depth 
But should either Henman 
or Rusedski be unavailable - or. 
heaven forbid, both - then the 
thought oi facing any group 
Americans is not one lo savour 
Fortunately there is still time 
for the players at Teltord inis 
week tu ensure that Britain 
lias a hearty squad lo support 
Henman and Rusedski. 


Shark victory 
is ‘perfect’ 
for Norman 


GREG NORMAN made a tri- 
umphant return to competition 
by winning the Shark Shootout 
at Thousand Oaks in California. 
Norman, who hosts the tour- 
nament teamed up with fellow 
Australian Steve Elkin gton to 
net the first prize of £200.000 at 
the third play-off hole. 

Norman, who had been out 
of action since April after 
surgery on his left shoulder, 
celebrated a perfect come- 
back by winning the tourna- 
£ ment for the first time, rolling 
*in the deciding putt to defeat 
the Americans Peter Jacobsen 
and John Cook. 

’This is a perfect place for 
me to come back, at a team 
event" said Norman. “I felt the, 
rush, which I needed to feeL’ 
The more I was under the gun, 
the more I got back in the 
groove." Norman, 43, has won 
18 PGA titles and the Open 
twice as well as being the 
Tbur’s all-time money winner 
with more than £8m. But this 
was only his fourth event this 
year because of his operation. 

Jacobsen and Cook forced 
the play-off by pulling level 
with the Australians on a 
J three-round score of 189 with 
H a tremendous final round of 


17-under-par 55 - a tourna- 
ment record. 

Hale Irwin has won his tfaini 
tournament in eight days, 
beating his Senior PGA Tour 
rival Gil Morgan 6 and 5 in the 
finals of the inaugural Senior 
Match Hay Challenge. Irwin, 
who had defeated David Gra- 
ham 6 and 4 in the morning 
semi-finals, earned 3240,000 
for Sunday's win at Bighorn 
Golf Club, Palm Desert 

Earlier in the week, he had 
won the Senior Tour Champi- 
onship and was a member of 
the winning senior tour team 
in the Wendy’s Three-Tbur 
Challenge. Irwin’s eight-day 
earnings, wepe an. Incredible 
$687,000. 

The Frenchman Olivier Ed- 
mond has become the 34th re- 
cipient of the coveted Sir 
Henry Cotton Rookie of the 
Year award on the European 
tour. The 28-year-old. who 
came through the tour’s qual- 
ifying school at the fifth at- 
tempt was joint second in the 
Peugeot French Open and 
kept his card for 1999 by fin- 
ishing 93rd on the Order of 
Merit with £69,269. 



Greg Norman has lost none of his touch as he splashes out of a bunker at the third green in the Shark Shootout on Sunday 


Renters 


Light Blues lifted by darker side I Doyle signs new man Fu 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY took 
over the leadership of the Pre- 
mier Holidays East Premier 
League, thanks to goals from 
the ex- Oxford pair Adam Laird, 
with two, and Roger Wilcox in 
their 5-2 win against Bishop's 
Stortford- The Belgian Thierry 
Gruslin and Ian McClive com- 
pleting the scoring. 

It was a black weekend for 
previous leaders, Peter- 
do rough Town, who went down 
3-2 to Colchester and were 
then thrashed 8- J by Boumvflle 
to go out of the Cup. Cam- 


HOCKEY 


BY BELL COLWILL 

bridge, with a game in hand, 
lead Peterborough by two 
points. The light Blues will also 
have noticed that Oxford, fol- 
lowing a crushing 6-1 defeat at 
the hands of Indian Gymkhana 
on Saturday, have now dropped 
to bottom place in the First Di- 
vision of the National League. 

In the South, Fareham 
march on. They eventually 
overcame Maidenhead 3-2 to 


maintain their maximum pants 
record. After Torn Miller had 
given the Hampshire side a 
two-goal lead. Maidenhead 
struck back to draw level with 
goals from Shoaib Raja and 
their player-coach. Mite Will- 
iamson, before Tim lavender 
sank a rebound off the Maiden- 
head goalkeeperfor the winner 
in the 65th min ute. Despite 
only manag ing a goalless draw 
with High Wycombe. Wimble- 
don stay second but are now six 
points adrift of Fhreham. 

Bath Buccaneers beat We- 


ston-super-Mare 4-2 to maintain 
their two-point lead at the top. 
in the West of England and 
South Wales Premier: while 
Robinsons returned from 
Wales with the points after a 2-6 
win at Whitchurch thanks to 
two goals from Ian Ring, their 
former captain. 

In the DTZ Midland Premier 
Edgbaston edged home in a 3-2 
game against Leek to stay four 
points dear of Harbome. There 
was a surprise 3-0 defeat for 
leaders, Fbrmby. at Sheffield 
Bankers in the North. 


MARCO FU. last month's 
Grand Prix finalist and the 
most exciting newcomer on 
the circuit this season, has 
become the latest signing by 
the leading manager. Ian 
Doyle. 

The 20-year-old from Hong 
Kong joins the formidable 
Cuemasters stable, which 
includes the former world 
champions Stephen Hendry 
and Ken Doherty as well as 
the UK Championship title 
holder, Ronnie O'Sullivan. 

Doyle believes Fb has the 


SNOOKER 


talent and temperament to 
add the world title to his world 
amateur and world under-2l 
championships. 

“Maybe 1999 is too early to 
see him winning at the Cru- 
cible but I think it will happen 
eventually," Doyle said. 

“Tt is fair to say Marco is the 
most important addition to 
our stable in terms of the 
development of the game 
overseas. 

T truly believe Marco gives 


the Far East its greatest 
chance yet of winning the 
world title." 

Fu. currently 5 1st on the 
provisional rankings, lost 9-3 
to Stephen Lee in the Grand 
Prix final at Preston. 

“It is an honour for me to 
join the best squad of snook- 
er players in the world," F\j 
said before establishing a 5-3 
overnight lead against Gary 
Wilkinson, another of his new 
stablemates. at the Liverpool 
Victoria UK Championship in 
Bournemouth yesterday. 


Davenport 
undone by 
resurgent 
Graf 


STEFFI GRAF will enter next 
week's Chase Championships 
in high spirits after railring to 
defeat the top-ranked Lindsay 
Davenport lo win the Advanta 
indoor event. The German won 
her second straight tourna- 
ment by outlasting the Ameri- 
can. 4-6. 6-3, 6-4. 

Graf broke Davenport to 
take a 5-4 lead in the final set 
and served out the match lo 
claim her 106th singles title, and 
the third in only her I2th tour- 
nament of a season blighted by 
persistent injury 

“I'm right where I want to 
be," Graf said. “1 didn't think I d 
be here two weeks ago. Winning 
these last two tournaments 
show's I’m much further along 
than 1 thought I'd be." 

Since coming back from 
wrist surgery. Graf won last 
week in Leipzig, and with her 
victory on Sunday, extended 
her winning stretch to 10 
matches heading into New 
York. Graf’s other Lille this 
year came in AugusL in 
Connecticut 

The 29-vear-old will face the 
defending champion. Jana 
Novotna, in the first round at 
the season-ending event which 
begins next Monday. Graf, five 
times the champion, gained 
the final place in the 16-\roman 
field, following Venus Williams’ 
withdrawal fast week. 

Fbr the second successive 
year. Davenport lost in the final. 
Last year, she fell to Martina 
Hingis in a third-set tie-break. 

“I think she’s [Graf] been 
playing great since she’s been 
back," Davenport said. 

The 22-year-old was striving 
for a WTA Tour-leading seventh 
title this year but saw her 
seven-match winning streak 
come to an end. 

Davenport is still assured of 
finishing the season at No 1 
regardless of what she does at 
the Chase Championsliips next 
week. Martina Hingis, ranked 
second, cannot gain enough 
points to overcome Davenport 
even if the Swiss wins the event 
in New- York. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

NPLs Minnesota 2* Cincinnati 3: Miami 1 3 
Carolina 9: Buffalo 13 New England lO, 
Indianapolis 24 New York Jets 23: Wash- 
ington 23 Philadelphia 3. Tennessee 23 
Pittsburgh 1*. New Orleans 2* St Louis 
3. Atlanta 31 San Francisco 19. Green Bay 
37 New York Giants 3: Dallas 55 Arizona 
28. Oakland 20 Seattle 1 7: San Wego 1* 
Baltimore 1 3: Jacksonville 29 Tampa Bay 
2*: Detroit 76, Chicago 3. 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W L T F A 
Miami 7 3 0 178 132 

t uffato 6 * 0 213 206 

Y Jets 6 k 0 2*3 175 

New England ...... — 5 5 0 211 192 

IndaUMllS ...H...,n^ 6 0 166 264 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Jacksonville R 2 0 262 200 

Tennessee 6 4 0 239 193 

Pittsburgh ....... — ..~6 * 0 176 184 

Baltimore 3 7 0 1« 203 

Cincinnati . ..... . —.2 8 0 167 .67 

WESTERN DIVISION 

Denver,- 9 0 0 300 169 

Oakland 7 3 0 176 175 

Scotch. 5 5 0 213 J62 

Kansas Gtv -.4 5 0 160 167 

San Dfcgo * k 6 0 127 179 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W V T FA 

Dallas 7 3 0 259 1*9 

Arizona n.5 5 0 182 232 

NY Giants >.3 7 0 169 2ab 

Washington 2 8 0 169 273 

Philadelphia .2 8 0 92 -33 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Minnesota .9 1 0 320 170 

Green Bay 7 3 0 276 196 

Tampa Bay 4 6 0 167 205 

Chicago .... - 3 7 0 167 2 2k 

Overall 3 7 0 197 222 

WESTERN DIVISION 

Atlanta .8 2 0 28* 195 

San Frandsco —.7 3 0 292 217 

New Orleans ..._..-5 5 0 1S6 20* 

St Laois 3 7 0 1 77 2*0 

I Cardinal!! 1 9 0 191 25* 

Benin. Ore new franchise in the NFL 
Europe League, was yesterday finally 
given a name and will be know as 
the Berlin Thunder. 


BASEBALL 

Sammy Sosa, die Chkao Cubs bai- 
ter on a Major League team tour of 
Japan, yesterday auctioned bats 
and uniforms in Tokyo and raised 
more than 4.5m yen (£22.500) to 
help his homeland, the Dominican 
Republic, recover from the devas- 
tation of Hurricane Georges 

BASKETBALL 

The English Basketball Association 
have appointed Simon Kirkland as 
their new chief executive. 

Bob Wood, the American co-own- 
er and director of Worthing Bears, 
has sold his interest in the Budweiser 
League club to Romek Kiiwatd, the 
former chief executive of Richmond 
Jaguars 

BOXING 

Paul Ingle's mandatory defence of 
his European featherweight title 
against rhe Welshman Steve Robin- 
son has gone out to purse bids. The 
contest must take place before 31 
January next year. 

Brendan Kelly, the British light- 
weight boxer, has died at the age of 
28 after being found unconscious on 
a road in west London. 

CRICKET 

Mai Love, the 26-year-old England 
A batsman, voted the Professional 
Cricketers Association's player of the 
year, Is staying with Northampton- 
shire after agreeing a new four-year 
contract. _ „ , 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Hoal day Of Mar): 
Perth: Western Australia 319 '9** 

140 (DJ Sake* 4-35j; Wci orta25* _r pt9dec 
jk! 203 (S « C.ny A -3*) WeswnAwrato 

fr _ lr «- i|j.inn iliieff- Natal 2*0 am 392 
Sm PWtort 92. D J Watson 76. J « RWB 

65. D J Tertorugge *-50J: Owienz 51 3 lo* 8 


dec and 120 fo* 2. Gauteng won by night 
■rickets. Bloemfontein: Western Province 

22 3 and *14: Free State 2G9 and 3*6 |N Sole 
97no. B Dlppenaar 5*: C R Matthews *-70). 
Ufamra Province woo by 22 runs Em 
London: Border 266 and 2kk (PJ Botha 74). 
Eastern Province 2*0 and 202 fV C Drakes 
*-43). Border won by 68 nms 

FOOTBALL 

Peter Jackson, the Huddersfield 
Town manager, is claiming mistak- 
en identity over the dismissal of his 
goalkeeper Nico Vbesen in the 3-1 
defeat at West Bromwich on Sat- 
urday. Jackson believes the defend- 
er Mark Jackson fouled Fabian de 

Freitas and not Vaesen. and will ask 
Che referee. Barry Knight, to review 
the video. 

Rangers' Uefa Cup crifrri round first- 

leg meeting with Fferma at lbn» will 
be televised live by BBC Scotland on 
Hresday 24 November. The game wfli 
only be seen north of the border as 
the BBC have acquired. In the same 
competition, the rights to Liverpool's 
meeting with Celta Vigo on that 
night. 

REST OT THE WORLD SQUAD (V Italy , 
(tom*. 16 P neciH h T ); Coac h; J Venglos 
[Celtic) Goalkeeparc: Tiirarei (Bra. 
butasarav). PnaUnco {It. IntemazJonalej. 
Defenders MacdtSos (Ger, Bayern Mwadi). 
Hierro (Sp. Real Madrid), Yoo Sang Qiul IS 
Karl. (Mgerte. mcemaAanalen Nyaal 
ISA, CagMan). Cahi (Bra. Roma). Tfcmn (Ft. 
Parma), snrei (Mar. uuadalapra). Rober- 
to Caries (Bra. Real Madrid) MJdffcklersj 
q u M wm (Sp, Athletic Bllbul, ZManc (Tr. 
Juvcmusl. Jaoo P*m» (A». Benfia). Doo- 
n (Br. Jub<lo hwira). Lids Henuodaz 
7Mcs. Necaxa). Rol Cotea [For. Ftorenrfnaj. 
Nolcita (Japan. Perugia). Sforu (Swii. FC 
Kafserlaucerrl. Da rids (Neth. Juvrnrus). 


to |Ukt Dynorto Kiev). 
Rad (Sp. Real Madrid). Salas tOilie. Lazio). 
Suker (Croa. Real Madrid), BJerborT (Get. 
Milan). Weofe l Lib, Mian). Ronaldo (Bra. In- 
temazunatt). Hamwni (Arg. Rorennna) 
SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Vnrrfcli Pre- 
mier League Dunfermline 2 Dundee Urn 1 . 
haiiu Lmjhk Bari 0 Milan 0. A oidi 


1TSV I860 Mir**: Spanish League: VIL 
tarreai 2 AdetKO Madrid I . Belgian Ln agui 
Anderlecnc 0 Standard Liege 1. Por tu g u ese 
League: 5porthig 2 AJuerca 0. 

GOLF 

SHARK SHOOTOUT (Thousand Oaks. 
Calf) Final scores (US unless screed]: 189 
G Nomun (Ausl and 5 BWngcon (Aus) SB: 
PJMOGoen and J Cook 55 (Atornwn ond CT- 
ngton non on ffurTtuof-offhcte). 191 C Roc- 
ca (iti and S ho® 6u. mJOaiyanaF ZaeUo 
6i: T Kite and BMaytar 61: D Love and B 
Fanoi 62. 1 93 F Couples and J Leonard 59. 
196 B Crenshaw ana C SrecSer 59: B Uet- 
Zke and 5 McCarron 61 196 H Sutton and 
G Day 60 197 B Andrade and J Haas 66. 
198 M Cateaweccnii and A Magee 60. 
SSeOR MATCH PUrCHALiare (Fata 
Dorset, CaBf): Seod-floals: H Irwin (US) 
bt D Graham (US) 6 and 4: G Morgan |US) 
bt B Charles Ua) 7 and 5 Hoot Irwin t* Mor- 
gan 6 and 5 

WORLD RANKINGS [US unless traced): 

1 T Woods 11.98pC3«e: 2 M O'Meara 10J4: 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

EUROPEAN UNDSt-21 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
GROUP THREE 

Northern Ireland v Moldova 

(at The Showgrounds. Coleraine) 
UNDER-21 FRIENDLY MATCH 

England v Czech Republic (7. *5) 

fat Portman Road. Ipswich) 

FA CUP 

(Sponsored by AXA) 

FIRST ROUND 

Darflngron v Burnley (7.*5) 

(or Riverside stadium, Mktcttaorough) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

tochdale v Scarborough (7.*5J 

FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


3 D Duval 9 65. A D Love III 9.65. 5 E Ers 
ISA) 9.61 . 6 C Montgomerie (GB) 9 37: 7 N 
Price (Zlmj 8.59. IV Singh iRtf) 8 *2. 9 L 
Wesiwucd (GB) 8.37: IOP MJckelson 7.96: 
11 F Couples 7.60. 12 J Fury* 7 ICL 13 M 
OsaU (Japan) 691. 1*G Norman |Ausj 6 *9 


HOCKEY 

EHA CUP Porntfe-roond drew Bourdon v 
Loughborough Students: CmnocV u Harro 

S te; Canterbury v Means: Chomsford v 
mDledon, cnienescer v Lewes. Doncaster 
v Clacton; Hounslow v Norton; Indian 
Gymtaana v Brook lands. Old CranWgtuns v 
Boumvflle: Old LoughrotVam v Nocringham: 
Richmond v Heading, RoNnsons v Old Geor- 
gians; Sheffield v Easr Gn reared: South gate 
v Brcmfey; Stiwron v IMdrigrtm; WbKhestef 
v Northampton Saints (Ties to be Dtarea on 
Sunday 6 December!. 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: OVcago 2 Ottawa 2 (of): Colorado 2 
Vancouver 1. 


MOTOR RACING 

Vterborg Pincus. the fund manage- 
ment group, is to take a financial 
stake in the Jordan Formula One 
team. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Swlnton Lions have signed Cliff Ec- 
cfes. the 31 -year-old Ireland in- 
ternational prop, from Salford Reds 

in a 12-month deal. 

RUGBY UNION 

IRISH COMBINED PROVINCES (• South 
Africa, MiHcrevc Park, Cock, 24 No- 
vember): C Clarke (Teienure College}. K 
HcBy (Cork Constitution). K Keane iGor - 
ryowen). M Murphy | Galwegians]. J Cun- 
ningham { Ballymena i : B Evertte 
(Unsdowne). 5 Bell (Dungannon): R Cor* 

X lLansdownet. A Oarko (Dung jnnc<i». 
ins (Shannon). M Grimy | Shannon. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


RW 5 St-G«nuln 4 


Strasfcomg 2 Lorienr 0: Le Havre 0 
iemufei*. Semen Lh^c FnBtuig 


Doncarier v Banow f7.*S) 

Yeovil v Kettering (7 .*5) 

HYMAN LEAGUE Premier DMston: 
Aldershot v Aylesbury (7. *5): Chesftam v 
Purfleee Hendon v Dagenham 6 Red- 
bridge: Stoogh v Basingstoke [7. *5). 


Rrst DMsJon: Chercs«v Worthing: ley- 
ron Pennant v Grays, s econd Minion: 
Notrhwood v Barking: Wivenhoe v 
Leighton; Wokingham v Hunger ford. 
Third Division; Croydon Athletic v 
Hornchurch; Dorking v Ford Utd: Eg ham 
v Tnng. Isthmian Irena Cup socond 
round: Harrow Borough v Bedford Town; 
Berkhamsted v Convey Island. Puma 
Cup first round: Sutton United v Wal- 
ton 6 Hersham: Romford v S tomes. Van- 
da nel Trophy first round: Marlow v 
Lewes. 

DR MARTEIB LEAGUE CUP Hrst 
round first leg: Shepshed Dynamo v 
Pagec Tarn worth v Gresley: Havant & Ws- 
terlooville v Weymouth. First round 
second fef: Burton Albion v Moor Green. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Rest Division: 
Droytsden v Wltton; Gretna v Wether field 
Kendal; Lincoln Utd v Hucknall: Tranced v 
Ashton; Whitley Bay v Parse* League Cup 
f cco nd round: Spennymoor v Gulsdey. 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premi er Dtvtrfon: Buckingham 
v Lons Buckby. Ford Sports v Woocron: 
Eynewury v Yadey. Pocton v Blackstone: 
St Neocs v Stotfoid; Spalding v Boston. 


WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Nidslutc Sheppey v Thamesmead 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Hrst DMston: Wick v Ponfield. 
SCREWF1X DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
MwMon: Chippenham v Back well. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
First DlvfsJon: Nannvich v Vbtutull GM 
League Cup first round: P'escot Cables 
v Kiosgrove 

NORTHBtN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arnold V Hall.im. 
League Cup second round: Brodswortn 
MW v Harrogate Railway. Denaby Utd v 
Borrow ash victoria. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 

Division: Bury Town v StowmarVec: Dlss 
v Goriest on. Great Yarmouth v Falernam; 
Lowestoft v Sudbury Town. Newmarket 
v WJitioys; Sudbury wanderers v Histon, 
Watton v WrcMum, Wcodbridge u Harwich 
6 Parkesron. 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP SacoBd 
round: Northampton v Stevenage 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Ffrtt DMston: Marske v BHkng- 
ham Town. 


cap-i. J Duffy iCalivn:>.im.|. D Corkery 
(Coil- Const Hu non). E Halvey iSh.innont. 
A Foley iSlunnc.ni Replacements: P 
Stringer I UC Cl. S Henin jL.vi«<k:wncl. S 
Masoe (Bjliynwnai. E Byrne (SrMjry^Cni- 
legei. S Byrne (EMockrocl College). G 
Loegwell iBallymeru). D Wallace iGairv- 
onven) 

TENNIS 

WTA TOURNAMENT (Patcaya, Thai) Sin- 
gles. first ramt S L'DIJ (C<0.i| W H Nagv- 
<3va (Sicvaki 6- j 2-6 7-6. J Lse |Tai«i bt 9 
Somgatam (Thaol 6-2 6-1. M Sucii i.Lipani 
bt S Wemoia iCo R-.VJ S-* 6-3. L Court- Jls 
(Bel) tt A Snushnewj usd 6-* 6-*. h Bran- 
di | LiS) be E Gallons |Bel| 6-* .1-6 6-j. Wjr’j; 
Slu-Tm^ iVnwl bt O Wjngr.inukitu) |Ttuj| 
t- 3 6-u: v lcfthula i Japan) bt t Hem (Sai 6- 
7 6-? 6-3 

LEADING ATP RANKINGS: I P Sampras 
(US) 3,703pts: 2 M Rios (Oulc) 3 670. 3 p 
Raner (Airil 3.31b. * A Ag.nsi (US) 3 «79. 
5 L Maya lSp.| 2 6)9. 6 A Corierp (Sp| 2 79b 
7 K Kuccra iSMrt.) 7.579. 8 R tuj|icck |Mctm 


PONTTNS LEAGUE Premier Dhthion: 

Derby v Prestin (7.0). Ewerton v Src+e 
17.0) far '.WdKS RlCf. Sunderland v 
Nottingham Forest (7 01 f al Durham City 
r Cl. First Division: Manchester City v 
Vilest BrsmuKh (7.0) (at Altrincham FO: 
Oldham v Barnsley (7.0). Sheffield Wed 
v Coventry (7.0). Second Division: Brad- 
ford v Shrewsbury JJ.Q|; Notts Olunty v 
York (7 0) Third Division: Haifa* v 
Chesterfield [2 0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Hrst Division: Mlltwali v Cambridge 
(2 0). Tottenham v Barnet Wesr Ham v 
Cueen's Park Rangers (7 *51 


RUGBY UNION 
TOUR MATCHES: Cambridge University 
v Fiji (3.0): Edinburgh Rewerj v South Airca 
|7.0) jol Easier Rood. Edinburgh} 


OTHER SPORTS 
TENNIS: British National Championships 
(Triford). 


.’5*P. 9 T henncin |O0I 2.501. 10 * K nel- 
nikov (Rusl *P3 11 Ci NUMI^ ■ I'iBl I .50 
12 G itamMVK iCiccn r 1 i7. 1 3 1 • * j4:. |C: 
R^-pi 7 11*. I* AC*M i5pi l a^3. 15 M 
Philipp'i'insh; (Air. i 1.792. 16 1 Mnlin (US, 
1.7 7-1. 17 T Jc^jnsson [Sviel 1.761 18 C 
Plollne |Frj I 710 19 J Senwmi ifloihi 
1 669. 20 F M.intllli I'-pi I 6»S Other 
British ranhings: 1 79 C IWn-T Li. JSJ 
B Cavi.in 1SS 289 M L'ocl.ir.m 126 314 
M Lw 1 1 5 313 N -ioulrJ 1 05 S42 A Pkiui i 
son 97 381 L Aklbgan ?5 418 1 .'V-r - kv 
71 

Virm TOUR RANKINGS: 1 L D.i.nip i. ’. ,i_i5l 
5 333fK 2 M Hmrts (S«vn) * ts7 3 1 kwh- 
r.i iCj Farpi 4 A Sirvn.-: V.,_r .a liul 

5.5 IP. 5 V WHK.M1S (USl 32»}. 6 M fcfc-. 
IPSI 5. 1 *b- 7 M PiHice i-ri .'.71?. BN In.:.. 

aiiFn.9CM.vnrv-: iSpl? 5»l 10P9:nm- 
or-t i5wni 2.703 1 1 D umfi vu ( Bnj ; .pin . 
12SGi.il lull 1.977. 13At\oumiL<xa iH'ijsi 
I 916 14 S Icsmd |Fr) 1 693. 15 I Sj-iriua 
|Romi 1 810 16 A C.ie;.-er iSAl 1 '5; 17 
N Jverrva (fieul '.7i8. 18 A 5unv.im.-i 
I Japan) l.?v?; 19 5 fanna i<l| 1 20 A 

Mubui (Ge»j 1.34'’ 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

500 

The number of French 
cyclists who will be 
drug- tested next 
year - .jji initial 
examination and four 
random rests - to tty 
to avoid a repeat of 
this year's Tour de 
France scandal 


f 4 

* ■ 
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Old but 
golden is 
Hoddle’s 
outlook 



GLENN HODDLE had no misgivings 
yesterday about sending in Dad's 
Army to do battle with the Czech 
Republic in tomorrow night's 
friendly at Wembley A strike force 
with a combined age of 94 is being 
asked to succeed where even the 
dazzling young Michael Owen has 
failed this season — by putting a smQe 
bade on the face of English football 
following the grim start to the 

Ifaimp Aan rhamptonship campaign 

Dion Dublin (aged 29), Ian Wright 
(35) and Paul Merson (30) are 
expected to lead England's attack in 
the absence of Alan Shearei; Teddy 
Sberingham and Owen. It had been 
hoped that Leicester City’s 20-year- 
old Emile Heskey might bring the 
average age down to a less geriatric 
level but he is strug^ing with a ham- 
string injury which prevented him 
from training yesterday. If he plays 
at all, it will only be as a substitute 
probably late in the game. 

Hodcfle seemed to be expounding 
a variation to a theme: if they’re old 
enough they’re young enough. “ifs 
not a problem forme if theyfre per- 
forming well - and they are,” be said. 
“Ian Wright, for instants, was terrific 
on Saturday and as for Dion Dublin 
I saw him put in a marvellous 
performance down at Southampton. 
Those boys are keeping themselves 
fit and are in good haMts - they’re 
prolonging their careers.” 

There was dearly a hidden mes- 
sage here for the absent Paul Gas- 
coigne, who is stiD recovering from 
a drink problem. As Hoddle added: 
“It’s a good lesson for some of the 
youngst e rs w ho are coming through 
and certainly for the 27 to 28-year- 
olds - if you look after yourself you 
can prolong your career” 

Hoddle felt that the change of club 
had helped ah three, though I am not 
sure whether Messrs Robson and 
Strachan would agree with that, 
and after the way Arsenal have 


FOOTE A LL 


By Cuve white 

struggled to score of late, perhaps 
Ars&ne Wenger; too. “There comes 
a time when you've been at a dub 
for a long period when a change of 
chib, a change of coach, even a 
change of supporters can be good for 
you. It probably comes at tee best 
time when you’re round about thir- 
tyish. it can give an added spring to 
your step,” Hoddle said. 

“Another set of curtains open up 
when you get to thatage, it (fid when 
I was a player You’re not in your 
prime, but the game becomes so 
much easier providing your legs and 
mind are still able.” 

The England coach refused to be 
drawn on tee sending-off incident 
involving David Beckham at Old 
Tfcafford on Saturday. “I will talk to 
David about that privately,” he said. 
“Tm sure if it was David Beckham 
who’d got sent off [rather than 
Blackburn’s Tim Sherwood] you 
would have been asking me about 
that, too. He has dealt with tee 
spotlight as well as he could have 
done since tee World Cup.” 

Hoddle said he did not think 
Beckham’s.apparent temperamen- 
tal frailty had made Mm the target 
irfopposingidayeretiyihgtoprowcte 
him. “Tve seen good performances 
from him and controlled perfor- 
mances at times that I like to see. 
But there’s still an element to him 

teat ran impro ve 00 teat sirip fls-wftfl, 

But he’s trying to deal with it" 

Paul Scholes is another doubtful 
starter and though Merson, Wright 
and Jamie Redknapp all missed 
training yesterday due to the week- 
end’s exertions, they are expected to 
be fit Gareth Southgate was not due 
to join up with the squad until last 
night because afa personal problem. 
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Nicky Butt leaps over Graeme Le Sank as England prepare at Bisham Abbey for tomorrow’s friendly international with the Czech Republic 
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Monday’s Solution 
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United’s Antwerp deal 



MANCHESTER UNITED and 
Antwerp signed a “Memoraii- 
dum of Co-operatiorf 4 yesterday 
committing tile dubs to swap 
loan players on a regular basis. 

United officials were quick to 
deny that the agreement 
amounts to a takeover; or that 
it would allow them to bring 
xiOQ-Eun^KanUmoinpls^as to 
England via tee back door 

United’s spokesman, Ken 
Ramsden, said: “We have am- 
ply come to an agreement with 
them whereby we can send play- 
ers to play in their team and vice 
versa” United havealreac(y sent 
Danqy Higginbotham, a reserve 
teamplayer; to Belgium. . 

Tfclk that United will use the 
arrangement to sign non-EU 
players and allow them to gam 
R pignim citizenship, ther ft- 


fore avoid the need for a work 
permit vteen they sign for Unit- 
ed, was reeded by Ramsden. 

United’s manager; Alex fbr- 
guson, daned that he is in the 
race to sign Aston Villa’s goal- 
keeper kfarkBosnicb. The Aus- 
trafian international is out of 
contract at the end of the season, 
when Peter Schmachei plans to 
leave OkHtafford “'RfeVeshown 
nhmhitp ^ nQ mtpr est in Bosnieh 
whatsoever;’’ Ferguson said. 
“Because he’s available for free 
at the end of the season and be- 
cause he was once a player 
here, these stories grow.” 

The Football Association’s 
chairman, Keith Wiseman, is to 
take legal action following a re- 
port about financial help for the 
Football Association of Wales. 

The FA cfaie£ who recently 


won the backing ofWhles for his 

nrwninaHnn by tee British 8S- 
sodations asavice-president o£ 
worid football governing body 
Fife, has deeded himself in 
the wake of claims made 
against him in the Mail on 
Sunday. Wiseman intends to 
sue Associated Newspapers. 

Tottenham’s goalkeeper, 
Espen Baardsen, has become 
the first player to impress 
George Graham enough for 
the new Spars manager to offer 
him a new contract He is dis- 
cussing a new five-year deaL 

Andreas KBpke, the Ger- 
man international keeper; 
should complete his free trans- 
fer to Rangers within tee next 
24 hours subject to a medical, 
once his departure from Mar- 
seilles has been finalised. 



ACROSS 

l Having a position in the 
craft centre (8) 

5 A fellow going with 
blonde? (6) 

9 Extend replanting of 
den subsequently <8) 

10 Flier gets cheer drink- 
ing port (6) 

12 Bridge player's current 
amount of port (11) 

15 They coula provide sil- 
ver lining for (Hie doctor 
in Ulster (5) 

17 limit of vision of mean 
cricketer (4,5) 

18 What could be on Ben's 
nut when hot? (3,6) 

19 Japanese-American re- 
turning with one eastern 
vice? (5) 

20 One forced to have a 
row? (6,5) 


24 A right place for a mira- 
cle to reveal mysteries 

(6) 7 

25 Plan is taking time for 

political reformer (8) 8 

26 Fish keeping right in 

channel (6) 11 

27 FP coloured at this sug- 
gestion? (8) 13 

DOWN 

1 Shun smiles displaying 14 
stubborn nature (10) 

2 One due to change in- 
tended not to keep a res- 16 
olution (10) 

3 Come out of your shell 
when taken m hand by 21 
old PM (5) 

4 Supremely flamboyant 22 
in Inner ’remple 

yard (3-9) 23 

6 Fellow I call on unlisted 


number is a bit 
cocky? (6^) 

American’s all right in a 
frenzy (4) 

Game editor gave indi- 
cation of sorrow (4) 
Take the display to be a 
success? (5,3,4) 


Drunk attacks Crawley 


world USA characters 
ftying^ to' Jerusalem (10) 
Cunning about n uclea r 
weapon in a harsh 
way (10). 

In part of body one with 
carbon would not be 
such a compound (9) 
Street charge leads to 
punishment (5) 


in tax (4) 

Pounding hearts seen in 
one? (4) 
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BY MYLES HODGSON 
in Cairns 

TWift ENGLAND batsman John 
Crawley- was attacked In 
Cairns on Suhdqy night after an 
evening out with team-mates. 
The Lancashire player was 
set upon by an unknown as- 
sailant just after llpm as he re- 
turned alone to the team’s 
hotel after spending the 
evening socialising with Eng- 
land and Queensland piayexsin 
the city centre. 

Crawley was verhalfr ahiigpri 

and punched by the assailant, 
who was drunk, causing him to 
fall to the ground, sustafoing 
cuts and braises to his fore 

Crawley did not attend yes- 
terday’s final day of England’s 
tour match with Queensland, 



Crawley Cuts and bruises 

winch the tourists won by one 
wicket, but his injuries will not 
affect his contention for a Test 
place. 

■ The tour manager; Graham 
Gooch, spoke to Crawley yes- 
terday about the incident. After 
lengthy discussions, Fngfonfl 
have decided not to inform the 


pohee and wffl notbe taking for- 
ther action. 

Gooch said: “John was nat- 
urally upset by the mattes; but 
. other than tee cuts and bruis- 
es to bis face, he is fine and ftiDy^ 
fit Wfe considered informing the 
police, but John is keen to put 
tee matter behind him and 
concentrate mthafo rthromrng 
Test match.” 

Gooch added: “We would 
also tike to place on record our 
thanks to the people of Cairns 
as, a Ride, from this one unfor- 
tunate incident, we thoroughly 
enjoyed our stay there and re- 
ceived excellent hospitality.” 

England flew out of Cairns to 
Brisbane yesterday before the 
first Test, which starts on . 
Friday, and will train at tee 
Gabba for the first time this 
afternoon. 

Croft the hero, page 29 


We don’t 
interview new 
recruits. 


We just look 
at their CVs. 

Unlikely. When companies make investment 
decisions, they want to know what they are 
getting for thefr money. 

Morse has Enterprise Computing Centres for . 
just this reason. Clients can put forge, complex 

systems through their paces before they biy 
them. They often camp out in our centres to . 
weeks before they are satisfied. 

Our competitors have really nice brochures. - 

♦Sara 

Moree Computers . 


Na 1 for Sun 0800 22888a wwwiiiorsacofn 











